
Welcome to Reception



Coming into 
school

8:50am Door and gate opened
8:55am Register and lunch choices
            ( Please enter via the office if late and the door is closed )

The children hang their coats in the cloakroom, put their bookbags in 
their trays and water bottles in the water bottle holders.

Please take care with water bottles as they can leak and ruin books in 
bookbags.

Please regularly check that everything is labelled so that we can match 
any lost items with their owners.

If you have any medication that needs to be administered, please take 
it to the school office and fill in a form.

If your child is ill, please ring the school office to notify us of the 
reason for their absence.

All children in Reception and Key Stage 1 are entitled to a free school 
meal and we encourage all children to try a hot meal option.

Free fruit is provided for all children in Reception and Key Stage 1. 
Children can bring in an alternative piece of fruit or a healthy snack.
Free milk is also provided for children up to their 5th birthday.



Daily 
Timetable

Reception Class Timetable – 2026-2027

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:50am-9:05am Registration Registration Registration Registration Registration

9:05am-9:25am Drawing Club Maths Drawing Club UTW

(Understanding the 

World)

Drawing Club 

9:25am-10:25am Continuous Provision Continuous Provision Continuous Provision Continuous provision Continuous Provision

10:25am-10:35am Snack and Storytime Snack and Storytime Snack and Storytime Forest School Snack and Storytime

10:35am-11:35am Continuous Provision Continuous Provision Continuous Provision Continuous Provision

11:35am-12:00pm Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics

12:00pm-1:00pm Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

1:00pm-1:20pm Reading Practice Reading Practice Maths Maths Reading Practice

1:20pm-1:40pm Maths EAD

(Expressive Arts and 

Design)

Continuous provision Continuous provision PSED

(Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development)

1:40pm-3:10pm Continuous provision

Assembly – CW/VH - 

2:50pm

Handwriting

Continuous provision

Year 6 Reading buddies

-2.45pm

Handwriting

Continuous provision

PE in hall – 2.30-3.15pm

Handwriting

Continuous provision

Handwriting

Continuous provision

Handwriting

3:25pm Home time Home time Home time Home time Home time



Staff in 
Reception

•  Class Teacher – Mrs. Bradley

• Class TA - Mrs. Gardner 

• PPA time – Miss Williams teaches 

     Forest School on  Thursday 

     mornings 



PE and 
Forest School

• PE this half term is on Wednesday afternoons.

• Forest School will be on Thursday mornings.

• Please come to school dressed in PE kits on both days 
and ensure arms and legs are covered for Forest 
School sessions.

• We enjoy spending time outside in our outdoor area 
and the school grounds. Please send in a pair of 
named wellies that with remain in school to help with 
this.



Trips and 
Visits



Home 
learning

Reading is the most important part of home learning and is 
expected to take place daily for all children.  
In Reception, this may take the form of:
• sharing a book with an adult which the adult reads aloud 
• the children practising reading themselves using a 

decodable reading book that has been taught at school. 

Letters and sounds to practise from phonics lessons may be 
added regularly to reading diaries in Reception.

Regular practice of number facts is also expected throughout 
the school. In Reception, children should practise:
• Counting forwards and backwards
• Recognising numbers
• Subitising ( recognising a group of objects by sight )
• Number bonds to 5 and 10.
The NumBots app which will be launched later in September 
may help with this.



National 
testing

In Reception, the children are assessed in communication and 
language and maths once they are settled into classroom 
routines to establish a starting point. This is called the 
Reception Baseline.

At Highfields, we also assess all children using the NELI 
speech and language programme to determine if any children 
would benefit from extra daily practice in this area.

At the end of the Reception year, Reception children are 
assessed using the Early Learning Goals in order to achieve 
the Good Level of Development (GLoD).



Phonics 

• Every day, Reception and Key Stage 1 children have 

   a phonics lesson:

•  knowledge of letters and sounds 

• “tricky words” 

• spelling.

• ‘keep up’ and ‘catch up’ sessions

• reading activities during the day

• We begin by recognising letters and saying their 
corresponding sounds – “pure sounds” 

• https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs

• We segment, sound out then blend back together:

•     c-a-t       d-o-g          d-u-ck 

• We would recommend purchasing Little Wandle at   

    home flashcards for phase 2.

            

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs


Reading in 
Reception:

Reading for 
Pleasure books

• Each child has a Year 6 reading buddy who will read 
and share a book with your child each Tuesday.

• Please make sure this book is in your bookbag each 
day and especially on Tuesdays so that this book 
can be swapped.

• Please read and share this book with your child and 
sign their reading diary when you have done so. 

• Research shows that a  love of reading is the 
biggest indicator of future academic success. 

• The number of books your child has encountered by 
the age of six is a positive predictor of their 
reading ability two years later.

• This benefit comes from: adults reading to children 
and children enjoying books simply by looking at 
them and talking about them.



Reading in 
Reception:

Phonics books

• In Reception, we begin reading together with a 
wordless book to develop good reading habits and 
routines and then move onto books containing words 
once we have built up our knowledge of letter sounds. 

• Reception children have 3 reads each week.

• When we move onto the decodable phonics books, we 
read the same book every time but focus on different 
things throughout the read.

• Read 1:  Decoding and blending

• Read 2:  Fluency 

• Read 3: Understanding

• We then send home this book for the children to 
show off to you. This will probably be sometime in 
October.

• Please keep reading diaries and phonics book in the 
plastic folder provided and send them into school every 
day so that we can access them.



Before and After 
school care 

Kidspace

Book via School Spider app:

Before school care: 

7.30am - 8.40am                     

After school care until 6pm



This half 
term’s 
learning…



Settling in …

• We have had a lovely couple of weeks getting to know 
your children and finding out about them. To help 
build up a picture of them, please could you complete 
our “Getting to know me” information sheet and 
return this to us once complete.

• We have also sent home a laminated name card and 
whiteboard pen for you to keep at home so that you 
can help your child to practise writing their name. 



Keeping in touch

If you need to speak to me, I can see parents before 
school, you just need to call the school office to arrange 
this beforehand. 

Alternatively, you can catch me once all the children have 
left at 3:30pm.

Email class address: 
reception@highfieldsnantwich.cheshire.sch.uk 

School office:
admin@highfieldsnantwich.cheshire.sch.uk



Any questions
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