
How to help your 

child in Year 3



Meet the Year 3 Team
Mrs Hover

Class Teacher

(Monday- Wednesday)

Mrs Leake

Class Teacher

(Thursday- Friday) 

Mrs Jones & Mrs Minghella

Teaching Assistants



Ms Anders - French

Mr Bell - Gymnastics

Mrs Vickers - Dance 

Mr Hadfield - Forest School

Mrs Atfield - volunteer

Additional Teachers



Year 3 can feel like a big step for the children as they enter 

Key Stage 2. In the first few weeks, we will be settling them 

into their new timetable and helping them to find their feet 

in a new classroom. However, the children will be familiar 

with our whole school approaches such as Working walls, 

our school values (CARE) and The Zones of Regulation. 

For all of the Year 3 children, we aim to encourage 

independence, build confidence and develop resilience 

during this first half term and throughout the year.

Settling into Year 3



A typical morning in Year 3

Morning Challenge & Registration (8:50am)

Whole School Assembly (Monday)

Maths lesson 

Spelling/Handwriting lesson

Playtime & Snack time - toast or a piece of 

fruit/vegetable from home(20 mins)

English lesson

Lunchtime (1hr)

Thursday & Friday: 

Guided Reading, RE & Gymnastics



A typical afternoon in Year 3

Science; Geography/History; Art/D&T; 

Computing/Music; PE; My Happy Mind; French; No 

Outsiders

Comfort Break

KS2 Singing Assembly (Thursday) Whole School 
Celebration Assembly (Friday)

Show & Tell

Home time 3.20pm



English
We use high quality texts.

We focus on one (sometimes another) text each half 
term. 

There is lots of discussion and exploration of the text 
and throughout the half term, the children practise 

several Mastery Keys through lots of short writing 
activities.

These lessons and activities build up to a longer final 
write at the end of the half term where we can see if 

the children can apply these Mastery Keys 
independently.



Guided Reading

We read and discuss another high quality text that 
links with our text in English. 

Core skills - prediction, vocabulary development and 
retrieval

Mastery skills - 2-3 objectives are focused on for pupils 
to master over the course of the half-term



Handwriting

We will begin Year 3 by practising how to form 
letters correctly. It is important that the children 

are starting and ending in the correct place. 

We will then teach your child how to join their 
letters. This includes teaching which letters we join 

and which letters remain unjoined.



Spelling
• There will be three Spelling lessons taught each 

week
• Spelling lessons will be spent exploring and 

discussing patterns and links between words, which 
will link to our English and Guided Reading texts 

wherever possible. 
• The children will have their own personal spelling log 

with words they struggle to spell correctly and they 
will continually refer back to this when writing.



Spelling
• In class, we have word mats to help the children 

when they are writing. We also use Junior 

Dictionaries and the website 

https://www.dictionary.com/

• These wordmats may be helpful when completing 

homework (Spelling tab - Class Page)

https://www.dictionary.com/


Maths
Lesson Structure:

● Explore problem -

discuss in pairs using 

Maths equipment 

● Share our ideas

● Journal - independently 

● Read our textbooks 

together

● Complete the 

workbook 

independently 

● We teach a Mastery 

approach - depth 

not breadth. 

Activities are then 

adapted to support 

or provide extra 
challenge.



Feedback
• Verbal Feedback within the lesson

• Going through the answers together - particularly 

in Maths 

• Children responding to marking codes

• Increasingly in Year 3, children will be expected to 

reread, edit, evaluate and improve their own 

work (modelled and supported).

• Teacher assessment takes place during and after 

the lesson so we can build a picture of each 

child’s understanding and we are aware of which 

children need support and which children need 

challenging further.



Science, RE & 
the Wider Curriculum

Science; RE; Geography/History; Art/D&T; 

Computing/Music; PE & Forest School; French; My 

Happy Mind & The Zones of Regulation; No 

Outsiders

Each half term we will update the Year 3 Class 

Page on the Oldfield website.



Trips, Visitors 
& Experiences



PE & Forest School
This half term, PE will be on Monday afternoon (Mrs Hover) & 

Gymnastics will be on a Friday morning (Mr Bell).

• Children will need to come into school in their school PE kit.

• Please try to remember to tie long hair back.

• The children will be outdoors for PE as much as possible –

they can wear tracksuit bottoms as part of their kit.

Forest School: Friday 13th October
Please ensure that your child has appropriate clothing…long 

sleeves, layers, waterproofs, wellies, indoor shoes and hair tied 

back.



Our Values
We have four School Values which we all 

continue to refer to.

C – Co-operation

A – Achievement

R – Respect

E – Enjoyment

Children are rewarded for positive behaviour 
through:

• Year 3 team Certificates

• CARE Sticker Charts (Secret Student)

• Class Pebbles – Pebble Jar treats



Where to find information
Class Page 

Newsletter

Whole school/Y3 

emails & text 

messages 

through School 

Spider



Homework
Homework is one task linked to our learning in 
school that week - either English, Maths or from 
the Wider Curriculum. It should take your child 
about 20 minutes and should be able to be 
completed independently or with some adult 
support. 

There is also a short Spelling task to complete 
each week linked to our learning in spelling 
lessons. 

Homework will be set on a Friday and is due on 
the following Wednesday.

Click on the 

Handwriting & 

Spelling tab with 
information to help 

your child when 

completing their 

homework e.g. word 

mats



Reading
Reading remains the priority

We would encourage children to read with an adult 
or to be read to at home every day for 10 minutes. 
Children will bring home a levelled reading book 
that they can read with you. When children have 
read the book twice with an adult at home or at 
school, they may change it for a new book.

The children can also borrow a book of their choice 

from our reading corner to read in class or at home. 
Click on the Reading tab for lots of book ideas or 
come and chat to us for some book 
recommendations.

Each term, we order books 
for our reading corner from 
the Education Library which 
the  children help to choose.



Times Tables
Being able to recall times table facts quickly and accurately 

helps children succeed in all of our Maths lessons.

Year 2: Recall x and ÷ facts for the 2, 5 and 10 x tables

Year 3: Recall x and ÷ facts for the 3, 4 and 8 x tables

Year 4: Recall x and ÷ facts for x tables up to 12x12

Repetition is key to knowing the facts quickly and 

accurately. Please help your child at home to practise these 

times tables as much as they can. Questions, chanting and 

Times Tables Rockstars are all good ways to learn (regular 

short bursts are the best way!) Click on the Maths tab for 

further games.



Times Tables
• In Year 3 we will be starting to learn our Times 

Tables and eventually practising with a weekly 
test.

• Children will all begin on x2 tables and progress 

through x 5, x10, x3, x4 and x8 by the end of the 
year as well as the related division facts. 



How else can you help?

In KS2 we actively promote independence.

It would be helpful for pupils to practise the 

following skills at home:

• Tie their shoe laces

• Draw straight lines using a ruler

• Cut out neatly with scissors

• Tell the time on a digital and analogue clock



General Information

Start of the Day:

8.40am - Gates Open

8.50am - Registration

End of the Day: 

3.15pm - Gates Open

3.20pm - Finish



General Information

• Please let the office or us know if there is any 

change as to who is picking your child/children 

up.

• If your child needs to take medication during the 

school day, please complete a form at the 

school office. Please make a note of the expiry 

date.

• Update permission for photographs to be used 

on our website/media if necessary.

• Snack - Toast is 25p a day. Please book your 

snack on Parent Pay for the week ahead. You 

could also supply your child with a piece of 

fruit/vegetable.



School Uniform
• Please support us by sending your children in the 

correct school uniform including PE kit. This is 
outlined on the school website.

• Please label ALL uniform including PE kit and coats.

• No jewellery other than stud earrings and a smart 

and sensible wrist watch. 

• Please make sure your child has a waterproof coat 

each day as we go outside during playtimes in 

most weather conditions.



School Bags
All children should bring a bag to school with them 

each day to carry all of their belongings:

• Coat

• Water bottle

• Snack & Packed lunch (if applicable)

• Reading Record

• Reading book

• Sun cream (when necessary)

(No toys allowed in school)

PLEASE ENSURE ALL ITEMS ARE CLEARLY NAMED



Thank you for listening!

Don’t hesitate to pop in with any worries, concerns 

or updates.

The Year 3 team are always available to speak 

with you before or after school or alternatively 

please email us. Sometimes we don’t pick up 

emails in the morning so if it is urgent, it is best to 

phone or email the office if you can’t speak to us 

directly.

katie.hover@oldfield.cheshire.sch.uk

jennifer.leake@oldfield.cheshire.sch.uk

https://www.oldfield.cheshire.sch.uk/class/katie.hover@oldfield.cheshire.sch.uk
https://www.oldfield.cheshire.sch.uk/class/jennifer.leake@oldfield.cheshire.sch.uk

