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Introduction

Heaton School is a secondary special school. We cater for students with severe and complex learning difficulties along with associated physical, medical and sensory needs.  A large proportion of the student population have autism and present with challenging behaviour.

Our vision?

"Empowering every student to belong, grow, and thrive in the world."

At Heaton School, we want to cultivate a safe, inclusive, and equitable environment where every student is deeply understood, valued, and respected. Rooted in research-backed educational practice and driven by a growth mindset, we combine interactive, sensory, and play spaces with a supportive culture for staff and learners alike.

We are dedicated to providing life-changing opportunities and a meaningful ambitious curriculum that fosters independence, emotional resilience, and essential life skills. By connecting our students with their local community, we prepare them to navigate adulthood with confidence, dignity, and purpose—equipping them for employment, active citizenship, and a bright future.

Core Vision Pillars
· A Nurturing & Equipped Environment: Delivering cutting-edge sensory, interactive, and play facilities alongside transparent, positive communication across the whole school.
· Deep Understanding & Equity: Treating every student and staff member with utmost respect while ensuring a culture of acceptance, fairness, and deep individual knowledge of every learner.
· Evidence-Based Growth: Embracing a growth mindset supported by well-researched educational practices.
· Preparation for Life & Adulthood: Empowering students with emotional resilience, practical independence, and community access to prepare them meaningfully for employment and adult citizenship.


All children who attend Heaton School have a disability as defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995. This Accessibility plan is drawn up in compliance with current legislation and requirements as specified in Schedule 10, relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010. School governors are accountable for ensuring the implementation, review and reporting progress of the Accessibility Plan over prescribed period. 

A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or a disability and if the student: 

· has significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age AND/OR
· has a disability which prevents or hinders him/ her making use of facilities that are provided for children of the same age

All our children in school have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 

This plan focuses on the statutory areas of :
· access to the physical environment
· access to communication
· access to the curriculum
· access to information
· access to specialist support 

The school is currently over two sites – Heaton and Cheadle site.

Access to the physical environment

Heaton School is accessible for all people who use wheelchairs:

The school has:
· Wide/clutter free corridors
· Majority of doorways are widened
· Overhead tracking /H frames in majority of classrooms 
· light room
· Hydrotherapy pool with hoist. 
· Toilets/ changing facilities are different sizes depending on the age and need of the learner 
· Access to outside play equipment
· Some adapted bikes (x4 in total)
· School mini-bus x3 (drivers have passed MIDAS tests including how to clamp learners onto tracks for safety) which gives wide opportunity to access the local community linked to everyday learning
· Acheeva beds as needed

For students who have VI:
· Where needed adaptations are made to teaching areas and teaching resources (as directed by Stockport Sensory Support Service) on an individual basis
· Access to immersive drama room

Autism
· Low distraction spaces for 1:1 or small group work 
· Some zen den provision for children to choose to regulate in, choose to play in or have planned work/ intervention
· Separate outdoor classroom access (directly off the classroom) to offer continuous provision/ additional outdoor space
· Access to outdoor play facilities
· Access to Forest school provision
· Access to immersive drama room



Access to communication

Total communication systems are in place across school with each child using a communication method that suits them including Objects of Reference, PECS, Communication boards and books, eye gaze to Makaton, iPads and speech.

School staff work collaboratively with the speech and language therapist team. 

The family and Welfare Manager supports parents with engagement in school and supports their access to and navigation of a range of services and agencies form filling. Parenting courses, social groups and workshops are also provided including access to an interpreter.

Access to the curriculum

[bookmark: _GoBack]An EQUALS-aligned pathway curriculum increases access for Heaton school students by abandoning a one-size-fits-all model in favour of distinct, developmentally appropriate learning tiers  (pre-formal, informal, semi-formal) By placing functional, communication, and life-skills outcomes at the centre of learning rather than rigid subject-specific targets, this structure ensures every pupil engages with content tailored to their precise cognitive and physical profile. Standardised barriers are removed through highly personalised learning intentions, continuous assessment of micro-progress, and embedded therapeutic goals, empowering students across the full spectrum of need to actively participate, build independence, and access a meaningful, highly relevant education.

Access to information

Heaton School is committed to open and honest communication with families. 

This is achieved by: 
· Parent communication via Class Dojo for personal communication with the class teacher (home/school diaries are available for those who want them)
· Weekly school blog post is sent out to all parents/carers sharing relevant and up to date news pertinent to the school
· Half termly school newsletters
· X2 parent/teacher consultation meetings throughout the academic year
· Parent/carer open mornings – giving an opportunity for parents to share their childs learning within a specific learning context

Access to specialist support

Heaton School work closely with many different professionals. These include:
· a full-time school-nurse
· Speech and language therapist (SaLT)
· Physiotherapist team
· Occupational therapist team 
· Professionals from Stockport CCLDT/ CAMHS


Students at Heaton school also receive input and support/ intervention as needed from the following professionals/ services:
· Hearing and vision service (HVI)
· Dietician
· Educational Psychology Service
· Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS)
· Children’s Community Learning Disability Team (CCLDT)
· Paediatric consultant clinics are hosted in school  
· Some children at Heaton School have been identified as requiring 1:1 or 2:1 health care support. This is provided by Continuing Care or agency staff commissioned by the NHS.

Policies 

The following school policies outline how the school addresses and continues to review and improve the school curriculum:

· SEND policy
· Behaviour policy
· Equlity and diversity policy
· Admissions policy
· Health and Safety policy


3 year accessibility plan is written and published on the school website
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