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This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium) funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils. 
It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year. 
School overview
	Detail
	Data

	Number of pupils in school 
	96


	Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils
	26% (25 students)

	Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended)
	2024/2025
2025/2026
2026/2027

	Date this statement was published
	Dec 2025

	Date on which it will be reviewed
	Nov 2026

	Statement authorised by
	Jennifer Beresford
Deputy Headteacher

	Pupil premium lead
	Jennifer Beresford

	Governor / Trustee lead
	Alice Heywood
Chair of Governing Body


Funding overview
	Detail
	Amount

	Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year
	£24,725

	Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year
	

	Pupil premium (and recovery premium) funding carried forward from previous years
	

	Total budget for this academic year

	£24,725
(Not including PP+)


Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Statement of intent
	Our focus at Heaton School is to ensure that all our students successfully gain the necessary skills, knowledge and experiences to successfully prepare for and move into adulthood. Our aim is to use pupil premium funding to help us achieve and sustain positive outcomes for our disadvantaged pupils, supporting school to tackle some of the barriers that stand in the way of achievement to ensure progression at a level similar to those students who are not disadvantaged.
Heaton School will implement a five-point plan in order to plan, deliver, monitor and sustain an effective Pupil Premium strategy:

Step 1: Diagnose our students’ needs

Step 2: Make use of the best available evidence to support our strategy

Step 3: Develop a robust and effective 3-year strategy

Step 4: Deliver and monitor our strategy

Step 5: Evaluate and sustain our strategy

Over the last 12 – 18 months there have been a number of whole school changes and developments which continue to support our continued focus on improving outcomes for all the young people at Heaton School. 
The new Heaton pathway curriculum offer has been thoroughly embedded and is now clearly defined into 3 distinct pathways: Pre-formal, Informal, Semi-formal and Pathway Leaders have a clear, on-going implementation vision for each pathway. This change has allowed us more than ever to focus on our students as individuals and develop a curriculum which is student led and student focused. Pathway leaders continue to have overarching responsibility for the development of the curriculum in line with the pathways vision and ethos but also have oversight of the barriers our students face in accessing education and making progress. Sharing of this insight and a solution-based approach continues to help us identify those consistent and pertinent barriers and strategise solutions.
Complementing this introduction of school middle leaders and the restructure of SLT, the schools’ student support roles have been re-evaluated and redefined to facilitate increased support across the day to day running of the school, both operationally and strategically, using data to inform practice.
These developments over the last 18 months with a realignment of responsibilities has allowed for increasing focus on the key aspects of curriculum, assessment, quality of education and student support with action plans and the SIP, reflecting the school’s drive to improve outcomes for students.
With these key on-going developments in mind and after considered analysis of need and available data alongside on-going dialogue with internal and external colleagues and professionals, our strategy for Pupil Premium funding at Heaton School will continue to be focused particularly on the areas of behaviour and communication through our music offer currently run by Omni music. 
By continuing to provide targeted music therapy interventions, training for staff and resources, activities and assessment in relation to music, we aim to improve engagement, reduce behavioural incidents, and enhance communication skills, fostering increased achievement and well-being for all our students.
At the heart of our approach is high-quality teaching and support focussed on areas where disadvantaged pupils require it most, targeted support based on robust diagnostic assessment of need, and helping pupils to access wider opportunities within a broad and balanced curriculum, individualised to need where appropriate. 
Although our strategy is focused on the needs of disadvantaged pupils, it will benefit all students in our school where funding is spent on whole-school approaches. 
    



Challenges
This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged pupils.
	Challenge number
	Detail of challenge 

	1
Internal
Challenges
	i. Emotional, physical, social and communication difficulties caused by the children’s various needs present the greatest barriers to learning at Heaton and impact on all areas of school life
ii. Children require additional support from a range of therapy, medical and other professional services to meet their complex needs. 
iii. Medical conditions, time in hospital and possible deterioration in health for some students
iv. Independence, confidence, self-esteem, resilience, problem solving and life/communication skills need high levels of support and intervention to enable our children to access their environment and community; raising aspirations about what they can achieve in life. 
v. Many of our children have obstacles to their individual learning based on their ability to communicate, social and emotional development; several cohorts have a limited ability to play and/ or interact with others. 
vi. All of our PP children enter our specialist provision or alternatively in to various year groups through school with significant developmental and learning delay. In addition, our children have a wide range of difficulties with other restricted abilities and communication issues which can result in lower achievement rates than non-disadvantaged or mainstream peers. 
vii. Our pupils access the curriculum at a developmentally appropriate level and school provides additional support in order to move towards independently achieving progress on their SEND learning journey. 
viii. Increase of complexity of need across all pathways and managing the environment to meet this need safely.

	2
External challenges
	i. All our children have a full EHC plan with a clear statement of SEN need; all are allocated a school place via the LEA SEN department. 
ii. Attendance - families are encouraged to develop a better understanding of the importance of good attendance and the impact this has on academic and social achievement. 
iii. Difficulties integrating within the community and limited access to facilities and services - Parents can require support from school to ensure they access a range of services and receive their adequate entitlement.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Intended outcomes 
This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved.
	Intended outcome
	Success criteria

	Pupil Premium students to match achievement/ progress of Non-Pupil Premium Pupils
The Heaton pathway curriculum allows each individual student to have an appropriate curriculum approach and the associated teaching and learning strategies which matches their needs holistically enabling them to be successful in school, at a level which is appropriate to each individual.
Our aim is that all our Pupil Premium students achieve expected (and exceed) levels of achievement in line with their peers.
	


Evaluation of progress of PP students around IEP targets specifically in communication and behaviour.

Termly reviews made by curriculum leads on the success of the pathways to enable students to access all experiences at school.
Termly/ end of year progression data – Pupil Premium vs non Pupil Premium.

	Communication
An increase in targeted support to support communication development so students can progress in their communication skills (through class, small group  and/or 1:1 music sessions).
Improving communication is essential for our students to have a voice, understand the world around them and have a part to play in that world as well as reducing behavioural issues caused by frustration.
Communication is embedded throughout the school curriculum. A total communication approach throughout school promotes a culture of communication development throughout the school. The Therapies team support this process.

We will continue to use group and 1:1 music sessions to support the development of early communication skills.

	





Clear progression against communication IEP targets


Successful implementation of ‘Sounds of Intent’ framework to monitor engagement in music sessions.
This is a developmental model to assess musical engagement and support with personalised planning and development so will feed into the on-going assessment and reflection against the PP strategy in school




	Behaviour
Targeted support and intervention for students through 1:1/smaller group music sessions
Increasing students sense of well-being and positive interactions through music therapy.
Students will receive 1:1 music sessions or participate in smaller music sessions, where appropriate, aimed at improving emotional regulation, increasing social interaction skills and communication skills, with an increase in students sense of well being.

	Behaviour data (December 2025) currently shows that students in receipt of PP display significantly higher rates of behaviours of concern.
· Disparity - PP students display 1.71 times the n umber of behaviours of concern.
· -Whilst PP students make up approx. 28.1% of our student body, they account for approx. 40.1% of all recorded behaviours of concern.
With targeted intervention and support through music alongside modelling and effective implementation of intensive interaction/engagement strategies we will see a decrease in individual behaviour records in response to intervention.
Student voice
Data from Sounds of Intent to assess students engagement levels
Data and assessment around levels and outcomes relating too:
Attention, engagement, anticipation, response
Turn taking and leading
Processing
Intensive interaction
Positive behaviour
Making requests, choices
Demonstrating preferences
Social awareness, engagement with leader and peers
Social and personal communication skills
Sustained engagement








Activity in this academic year
This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium funding this academic year to address the challenges listed above.
Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention)
Budgeted cost: £16,500.00
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Omni music practitioners to work closely with teachers and support staff to run whole class sessions and embed music into the curriculum. This will be student led and inclusive experiences of music aimed at developing early communication skills through intensive interaction building on turn taking skills and awareness of others.
Understanding of communication partners and peers will also be developed.
Student well-being is also a focus with sessions increasing feeling of self-esteem and confidence through positive interactions which students and staff can replicate throughout other areas of the curriculum.
	https://studymind.co.uk/ucas-guide/7-ways-music-helps-children-with-additional-or-special-needs/

https://omnimusic.org.uk/our-programmes/learning-programme/



	1







Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support structured interventions) 
Budgeted cost: £8225.00 (to also cover wider strategies explained below)
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Targeted 1:1 or small group music sessions (2 – 3 students) looking at specific areas of need with individual students to support communication, well-being and behaviour/regulation.
Using Sounds of intent assessment to track progress and support evaluation of impact.


	Music is a proven tool to promote and develop positive social and communication interaction/ development
Music Therapy research
soundbeam impact on SEND research

	1 





2 




Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing)
Budgeted cost: As above
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Utilisation of skills and intensive interaction strategies demonstrated in music sessions to be extended and modelled across classes in school to share alternative methods to engage Heaton students with aim of increasing well-being, socialisation/interaction and communication skills. 
	Students (especially those with ASD) find it hard to regulate and, quite often, to communicate needs. Having effective creative strategies being shared and used consistently across school will support students to be more open to interventions aim at enhancing wellbeing, behaviour, engagement and attendance.
Research on behavioural intervention


	
1





Total budgeted cost: £24,725
Part B: Review of the previous academic year
Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils
	Overall:

Achievement outcomes – Pupil premium/ Non Pupil Premium

2021 – 2024 (Comparative)*

	
	2022/2023
	2023/2024
	2024/2025

	Overall - PP
	64%
	67%
	N/A see notes**

	Overall – Non PP
	59%
	61%
	

	
	
	
	



*Percentage denotes percentage of students who achieved expected or exceeding expected achievement level
** Focus moved to IEP tracking and monitoring, identifying data trends and patterns linked to achievement under relevant EHCP headings

Attendance data:

	
	2024/2025
	December 2025

	All years
	88.9
	86.3

	Overall Non PP
	89.7
	86.2

	Overall PP
	87.3
	86.4












Externally provided programmes
	Programme
	Provider

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Assistive Music Technology
	Omni Music
https://omnimusic.org.uk/
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