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A Message from MR LAVIN… It’s hard to believe we are entering the final 

week of the Autumn 1 term! It’s been wonderful to see parents attending Stay and Pray 
sessions in Year 6 this week. I hope you found this prayer time alongside your child a 
special moment. 

This week we have been reflecting on last weekend’s gospel. We have spoken about the 
importance of saying thank you, and for showing gratitude for all we have. Your child will 
come home with their set of rosary beads today, it would be great for you to come 
together as a family and pray a decade of the rosary. Please do share some pictures with 
your child’s class teacher via Class Dojo.

Year 5CP - Thank you to Mr Pownall’s class for a wonderful class assembly yesterday. 
Class assemblies will return after the half term break

Harvest Collection - Our Harvest Collection enters its final week next week. Thank you 
so much for the donations so far. It really means a lot. Next week we will collect 
toiletries. We will then deliver the items to Cornerstones to help those in need.

Parent’s Evening - You should have received a booking form this week to confirm your 
choices in time for Parent’s Evening on Thursday 23rd October 2025. If you have not 
booked a time yet, please do contact your child’s class teacher via class dojo. 

I am sure you will enjoy hearing about your child’s progress, understanding their targets 
for improvement and love seeing some of their work (please remember to leave them a 
note on their name card). Please do make every effort to attend if you can. 

Please enter via the school hall and you will be directed to your child’s teacher. The 
plan is as follows: 

● Year 6 will be in the school hall
● Year 5LS will be in Miss Seville’s classroom
● Year 5CP will be in the school hall
● Year 4HB will be in the school hall
● Year 4HG will be in Mrs Gibson’s classroom 
● Year 3 will be in the Year 3 classrooms
● Year 2LW will be in Mrs William’s classroom off the school hall
● Year 2JL will be in the school hall 
● Year 1 will be in their classrooms along the infant corridor 
● Reception will be in their classrooms
● Nursery will be in the hall

Funtasia after school club will run from the Year 6 classrooms (cabin on the 
playground). 

A reminder that school closes for our mid-term break on Friday 24th October 
2025 at 3:15pm

Enjoy the weekend, Mr Lavin, Headteacher  
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Tea, Coffee, Sugar - Week beginning 6th October
Tins, Pasta, Rice - Week beginning 13th October
Toiletries - Week beginning 20th October
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Dates for your calendar - Autumn 1
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New dates will be 
added as the term 
continues, I will 

highlight these in a 
different colour. 

Week Beginning 20th October 2025

Date Event

22.10.25 Y4HB Stay and Pray

23.10.25 Parents Evening 

24.10.25
Whole School Mass 10am
Fire Safety Day/Afternoon
Half Term Begins 
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A Message from MR LAVIN…
I hope you have had a great week - we certainly have in school as we 
come to the end of our first full week back together. I have enjoyed 
spending lots of time walking around each classroom and seeing our 
children so engaged with their new topics! Our Nursery and Reception 
children are settling in beautifully and we cannot wait to see them flourish 
in the year ahead. 

We began the week reflecting on last weekend's Gospel story. We were 
reminded that to be a friend of Jesus, we must put our loyalty to him 
before anything else. Being loyal to Jesus is not always easy, he asks us to 
take up our cross which sometimes means doing difficult things. Let us 
reflect as we think of ways we can show this such as, loving our neighbour, 
setting aside quiet time each day to pray or demonstrating our CARES 
values each and every day. 

A few notices/reminders:
● Parking - I have received a number of complaints this week from 

neighbours regarding parking around the school. Please do be 
mindful of where you park - it is not going to be long before 
someone is seriously hurt. Please take care that you are not 
blocking access to roads - in the past we’ve had ambulances not 
being able to get down roads and neighbours not being able to 
get out to work and other appointments due to parking - they are 
are understandably upset by this. Please double check before you 
park up.

● Times Table Rockstars - We are having a huge push on Times 
Table Rockstars at school at the moment. We would love for the 
children to access this at home too. Children should have their 
login details. It would be great if everyone could log on over the 
weekend and spend some time having a go! 

● Dinner Orders - Please do try and pre-order your child’s school 
meal with them in advance. It is really time consuming for teachers 
to do this each morning. If you need help with your login please 
contact the school office. 

● Meet the Teacher - On Wednesday 17th September you will have 
the opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher. Please do try 
and attend if you can. All the information will be emailed out to you 
if you are not able to attend.

Have a lovely weekend! 
Mr Lavin, Headteacher 
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Readers of 
the Week

Nursery Albert & Krissa

RNE Ella 

RAB Ruben 

Y1AL Lena

Y1LB Vivian

Y2JL Brume

Y2LW Raya

Y3MD Finley

Y3LH Arthur

Y4HG Lexie 

Y4HB Sam

Y5CP Ebony

Y5LS Ethan

Y6GB Isaac

Y6DF Amelia

Hot Chocolate 
Friday Winner

Nursery Luke & Teni

RNE Layla-Mai

RAB Neil 

Y1AL Nellie

Y1LB Fifi

Y2JL Kayson

Y2LW Bella

Y3MD Felicity

Y3LH Maisie

Y4HG Valerie 

Y4HB Hudson

Y5CP Eliza

Y5LS Peyton

Y6GB Amella

Y6DF Elijah
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Writing Star

Nursery Lincoln

RNE Yousuf 

RAB Orla-Rose

Y1AL Christoforos

Y1LB Alice

Y2JL Evie

Y2LW Fabian

Y3MD Noah

Y3LH Alise

Y4HG Kingsley 

Y4HB Esme

Y5CP Jensen

Y5LS Riley

Y6GB Lola

Y6DF Dolly

Maths Star

Nursery Scarlet & 
Valentina

RNE Phoenix

RAB Imoleoluwa 

Y1AL Aryel

Y1LB Alfie

Y2JL Victoria

Y2LW Vinnie

Y3MD Jessica

Y3LH Hazel

Y4HG Felix 

Y4HB Emmanuel

Y5CP Jeremiah

Y5LS Charlie

Y6GB Luca

Y6DF Charles
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Attendance League 
NAM 67.9% Y3LH 98.3%

NPM 94.2% Y3MD 95.1%

RNE 93.1% Y4HG 99.5%

RAB 92.6% Y4HB 97%

Y1AL 92.3% Y5LS 95.4%

Y1LB 94.4% Y5CP 97.1%

Y2JL 95.3% Y6GB 93.5%

Y2LW 94.4% Y6DF 99.1%
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Religious Education 
Pupil Voice  

This week, our senior leadership team have been visiting RE lessons in school. It has 
been wonderful to see the amazing work produced by the children. 

Here are some of our children’s views about RE at St Stephens! 

Next week, all parents and guardians will be receiving a parent RE survey. Please do 
take the time to complete this so that we can continue to support our children and 

families on their faith journeys. 

Caritas Award
This week, we have awarded the Caritas 

award to Noah V in Year 6. Whilst visiting RE 
lessons, Mr Lavin and Mrs Gibson heard a 

beautiful answer which reflected the human 
dignity of all people. 

Prayer of the Week 

Loving God, 

We believe that each person is special 
because God made us all. 

Help us try to make sure all people are 
treated with respect and have what 
they need because God made them 

too.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

I love learning about God and 
how He created us.

I love the quiet music in 
RE because it makes me 

calm. 

I like to draw in RE 
because it helps me 

think about how I feel. 

I love that we learn 
about stories from the 

past like Noah’s Ark.
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Nursery

This week in Nursery we have loved our phonics rhyme of the week 
‘The Grand Old Duke of York.’ (This has been our favourite of the term so far!)

In Maths we have continued our work on Matching. 
We have made comparisons between objects according to size and compared sizes using 

mathematical language.
We have loved exploring the season of ‘Autumn’ this week, looking at seasonal photographs 
and exploring our Autumn Tuff Tray with pumpkins, leaves, acorn, conkers and animals such 

as Squirrels, Hedgehogs and Foxes. 
In our focused RE sessions this week we continued our learning of making the sign of the 

cross. We have been respectful during our Prayer times in class. 
We have loved sharing your videos and photographs of our Nursery children saying their 

morning prayers- Thank you. 
We have also had great fun outdoors as always, enjoying parachute games, exploring the 

adventure playground and planting daffodil bulbs, onions, and green beans with Mrs 
Artingstall.

Question- Can you recite our Morning prayer at home?

Reception

We've had a wonderful week in Reception, packed with learning, laughter and lots of 
thankfulness! 

The children have enjoyed exploring the early stages of subitising – recognising small 
numbers (1 to 3) without counting – through fun games and hands-on activities. We've also 
been practising repeating patterns using our bodies – think stars, circles, diamonds – which 
brought plenty of giggles along the way! In class worship, we’ve taken time to thank God for 
all sorts of things, from our families and pets to our favourite toys. One of our highlights this 

week was listening to a lovely story about "My Grandpa", which sparked lots of warm and 
thoughtful conversations.

 A big well done to all our Reception stars!

Question- Can you see if you can spot the numbers 1,2,3 at home?
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Year One
What a lovely week we’ve had in Year 1!

In Maths, we have been continuing our work on addition and subtraction. The children have been 
solving word problems and finding missing numbers by working out the missing part. They have 

shown great focus and problem-solving skills. In English, we finished our writing unit by creating “I 
like it when…” sentences. The children worked hard to write independently and share their thoughtful 

and imaginative ideas. In R.E., we talked about how we can care for others and look after our 
common home, learning about Pope Francis’ message from Laudato Si’. The children had some 
excellent suggestions about how we can all make a difference. In History, we learnt about Queen 

Elizabeth I and had fun putting British monarchs in the correct order. The children enjoyed discussing 
what made each monarch unique. This week, the children have also been completing their phonics 

assessments and will receive a new reading book level after the half term.

Question: How did Dristy look after our common home in Bangladesh? 

Year Two

We have had a lovely week in Year 2. 

In RE this week, we have been considering what it means to ‘walk with God’, and wrote our 
own promise of hope. We also have begun to explore the Sacrament of Baptism, and what it 

means to be welcomed into the Christian family.

 We have been completing our place value unit in Maths by counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, and 
we are now revising Year 1 addition methods ready for Year 2 addition and subtraction. 

In English, we have been learning about coordinating conjunctions, and how to use ‘and’ 
‘but’ or ‘so’ in our writing to join two clauses together. The children are working really hard 

with this.

 In History, to celebrate Black History month, we have been learning about the very 
inspirational woman, Harriet Tubman. The children have created some beautiful pieces of  

artwork of doves, representing freedom.

 We brought our week to an end with a beautiful Celebration of the Word about gratitude. 

Task - practise counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. 
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Year Three

It has been another busy and enjoyable week in Year 3. On Tuesday, both classes 
enjoyed their first Forest School session of the year themed around how to 

survive during the Stone Age! In our history lessons, we looked at the positive 
impact farming had on life during the late Stone Age.

In English, we have started our work on compound sentences. We identified the 
subject, verb and coordinating conjunction in a range of compound sentences.

In RE, we thought about what it means to be made in the image and likeness of 
God, whilst at the same time celebrating how unique we are. We linked this to 
human dignity and thought about how we could show human dignity both at 

home and at school.
In Science, we have been looking at different types of joints, such as the hinge 

joints at our elbows and knees and ball & socket joints at our shoulders!

Question: How did farming positively impact Stone Age life?

Year Four

This week in Year 4 we have been working hard in our Religious Education 
lessons. The children thought about what it was like to be made in God’s 

image. In our subsequent lesson we thought about human dignity and how 
every person deserves to be treated with respect no matter who they are. 

In Maths this week we have practised adding three digit numbers 
exchanging ones with tens and tens with hundreds. In English the children 

have planned and written a text about Tutankhamun using all the 
sentences types which we have practised. In Spanish, we have continued 

with our lessons on the seasons, making simple sentences about winter. In 
Science we have progressed in our unit about living things by learning 

about classification. In PE we continued with our work on movement based 
on Egyptian motifs but this time the children had to move around at 

different levels.
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Year Five

We’ve had a fantastic week in Year 5! In English, we have been exploring the 
structure of complex sentences and using this knowledge to write our own. We 
are now applying what we’ve learned about different sentence types to build 

longer, more detailed paragraphs. In Maths, we continued our work on addition 
and subtraction, focusing on using the inverse operation to check our answers. 
We also applied the RUCSAC strategy to tackle multi-step word problems with 
great success. In Religion, we have been reflecting on the Ten Commandments 

and rewriting them in a more positive and proactive way. 5LS have been 
making wonderful progress in their Cornet lessons — they are now beginning 
to read music and play with growing confidence. Keep practising! A big well 
done to 5CP, who presented a fantastic class assembly showcasing all the 

brilliant learning and achievements from this year.

Question: What is the inverse operation of addition?

Year Six
Year 6 have had a fantastic week of learning! In English, the children have been focusing on using 
relative clauses in their writing, creating thoughtful sentences inspired by the short film Beyond the 

Lines. This linked perfectly with the introduction of our new History topic on World War II, which has 
captured their interest and sparked some brilliant discussions. They have also been working hard on 
their modelled planning and writing of a recount, and we are excited to see them continue this work 

independently next week as they write about the next key events.

In Maths, the children have been tackling long division. Although they initially found this challenging, 
they have shown great resilience and determination, successfully completing calculations with 

remainders and even expressing these as fractions. We are incredibly proud of their perseverance 
and progress. Next week, we’ll be moving on to master multi-step problems.

In History, Year 6 have been exploring what school life was like during World War II compared to 
today. They have deepened their understanding of children’s experiences through studying 
evacuation and analysing bias in historical sources. Their curiosity and hard work have been 

impressive – well done, Year 6!

Question: What is ‘bias’? 


