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St Stephen’s RCP Weekly Newsletter

‘Every child, every chance, every day!’

A Message from MR LAVIN… This term seems to be flying by! I hope 
you have had a lovely week! It has been another busy one in school, full of learning! 

October - The month of the Holy Rosary - October is known as the Month of the 
Holy Rosary, a special time when Catholics all over the world are encouraged to pray 
the Rosary. The Rosary is a beautiful prayer that helps us think about important 
moments in the lives of Jesus and Mary. During this month, we are reminded that 
taking a little time each day to pray can bring us closer to God and fill our hearts 
with peace. At school and at home, children and families are invited to pray the 
Rosary together, even if it is just one decade, as a way of showing love and trust in 
Mary, our Mother in Heaven.

This Sunday’s Gospel - This weekend’s Gospel reminds us that even the tiniest bit 
of faith can do wonderful things when we place our trust in God. Jesus tells His 
friends that faith as small as a mustard seed is enough – because nothing is 
impossible for God! He also reminds us that when we do good things, we shouldn’t 
look for praise or rewards. Instead, we are simply living out the call God has given 
us.

Year 6DF - Thank you to Year 6DF for a wonderful class assembly this week. It is so 
lovely to see children showcasing their amazing work. Miss Seville’s class assembly 
that was scheduled for next week has had to be rearranged - a new date will be out 
soon. Next up on the calendar is Mr Pownall’s class on Thursday 16th October 9:05 
am in the school hall. Please do join us if you can. 

Poetry Week - This week we have been celebrating the joy of poetry across the 
school. The highlight came this morning, when we gathered for a fabulous assembly 
filled with rhythm, rhyme and expression. Children from across the classes had the 
opportunity to perform poems they had been learning, and they rose to the occasion 
beautifully. Each performance showcased the children’s confidence, creativity and 
enthusiasm for the spoken word. It was a wonderful celebration of language and 
imagination—well done to all of our budding poets!

Harvest Collection - A reminder that we begin collecting for our Harvest Appeal 
next week. We are asking for donations of tea, coffee and sugar. Your support is 
always appreciated. 

Parent’s Evening - On Thursday 23rd October we will be holding our Autumn Term 
Parent’s Evening. This meeting will provide you with the necessary information on 
how your child is doing in school so far, and important targets for the coming school 
year. Please do make every effort to attend. You will receive a booking form next 
week; I will confirm the locations of the meetings soon.

I’ve added a new date to the calendar -it is Hello Yellow Day on Friday 10th October 
- children can come in own clothes - something yellow! £1.00 charity donation.
Enjoy your weekend Mr Lavin, Headteacher
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Tea, Coffee, Sugar - Week beginning 6th October
Tins, Pasta, Rice - Week beginning 13th October

Toiletries - Week beginning 20th October
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Dates for your calendar - Autumn 1
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New dates will be 
added as the term 
continues, I will 

highlight these in a 
different colour. 

Week Beginning 6th October 2025

Date Event

10.10.25 Year 1, 2 and 3 Mass 10am

10.10.25
Hello Yellow Day - dress up in 
yellow and £1.00 charity 
donation

Week Beginning 13th October 2025

Date Event

13.10.25 6GB Stay and Pray

14.10.25 6DF Stay and Pray

16.10.25 5CP Class Assembly 9:05am

17.10.25 Reception and Year 6 Mass

Week Beginning 20th October 2025

Date Event

20.10.25 Y4HG Stay and Pray

22.10.25 Y4HB Stay and Pray

23.10.25 Parents Evening 

24.10.25
Whole School Mass 10am
Fire Safety Day/Afternoon
Half Term Begins 
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A Message from MR LAVIN…
I hope you have had a great week - we certainly have in school as we 
come to the end of our first full week back together. I have enjoyed 
spending lots of time walking around each classroom and seeing our 
children so engaged with their new topics! Our Nursery and Reception 
children are settling in beautifully and we cannot wait to see them flourish 
in the year ahead. 

We began the week reflecting on last weekend's Gospel story. We were 
reminded that to be a friend of Jesus, we must put our loyalty to him 
before anything else. Being loyal to Jesus is not always easy, he asks us to 
take up our cross which sometimes means doing difficult things. Let us 
reflect as we think of ways we can show this such as, loving our neighbour, 
setting aside quiet time each day to pray or demonstrating our CARES 
values each and every day. 

A few notices/reminders:
● Parking - I have received a number of complaints this week from 

neighbours regarding parking around the school. Please do be 
mindful of where you park - it is not going to be long before 
someone is seriously hurt. Please take care that you are not 
blocking access to roads - in the past we’ve had ambulances not 
being able to get down roads and neighbours not being able to 
get out to work and other appointments due to parking - they are 
are understandably upset by this. Please double check before you 
park up.

● Times Table Rockstars - We are having a huge push on Times 
Table Rockstars at school at the moment. We would love for the 
children to access this at home too. Children should have their 
login details. It would be great if everyone could log on over the 
weekend and spend some time having a go! 

● Dinner Orders - Please do try and pre-order your child’s school 
meal with them in advance. It is really time consuming for teachers 
to do this each morning. If you need help with your login please 
contact the school office. 

● Meet the Teacher - On Wednesday 17th September you will have 
the opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher. Please do try 
and attend if you can. All the information will be emailed out to you 
if you are not able to attend.

Have a lovely weekend! 
Mr Lavin, Headteacher 
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Readers of 
the Week

Nursery Esme

RNE Arthur

RAB Roman

Y1AL Lily-Mae

Y1LB Pippa

Y2JL Jeremy

Y2LW Gadiel

Y3MD Ronnie

Y3LH Myla

Y4HG Panagiotis 

Y4HB Grace

Y5CP Alex

Y5LS Noah

Y6GB Alisha

Y6DF Oscar

Hot Chocolate 
Friday Winner

Nursery Lyla & Arlo

RNE Rinsola

RAB Harvey

Y1AL Darcy

Y1LB Emily

Y2JL Noah

Y2LW Louie

Y3MD Keziah

Y3LH Aaliyah

Y4HG Sajjad

Y4HB Isabelle

Y5CP Ivy

Y5LS Zahraa

Y6GB Samson

Y6DF Freddie
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Writing Star

Nursery Holly

RNE Ivy

RAB Rudy

Y1AL Nehneh

Y1LB Kofi

Y2JL Sienna

Y2LW Lula

Y3MD Valentina

Y3LH Deedee

Y4HG Deanah 

Y4HB Thomas H

Y5CP Adam

Y5LS Anopa

Y6GB Saul

Y6DF Noah V

Maths Star

Nursery Henry

RNE Lennie

RAB Marnie

Y1AL Phoebe

Y1LB Afia

Y2JL Bill

Y2LW Jaxon

Y3MD Harry

Y3LH Bobby

Y4HG Evelyn 

Y4HB Bruke

Y5CP Luna

Y5LS Adora

Y6GB Tallulah

Y6DF Vanellope
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Attendance League 
NAM 67.9% Y3LH 96.6%

NPM 93.1% Y3MD 97.8%

RNE 90.9% Y4HG 97%

RAB 79.6% Y4HB 96.4%

Y1AL 94.7% Y5LS 94.6%

Y1LB 94.1% Y5CP 96.7%

Y2JL 92.2% Y6GB 94%

Y2LW 94% Y6DF 99.1%
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Religious Education 
Praying the Rosary  

Caritas Award
This week, our Head Boy Joe and Head Girl 

Isla, were presented with the CARITAS award 
in recognition of their kindness and service, 

particularly for the help and support they gave 
during vaccination day.

Prayer of the Week 
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Nursery

This week in Nursery, we have enjoyed singing the Nursery Rhyme 1,2,3,4,5 Once I caught a 
Fish alive! During our phonics sessions. We loved singing our new phonics song ‘Bertha the 

Bus is going to the Zoo’ this focuses on initial sounds in animal words as Bertha the Bus 
travels to the zoo. 

For example: ‘s’ for snake, ‘j’ for Jellyfish and ‘z’ for Zebra.
In our Maths focused work we have enjoyed our colour work looking at the colours ‘green’ 

and ‘purple’. We have continued to sing maths songs to support our understanding of 
colours, shapes and numbers.

On Wednesday we enjoyed taking part in a ‘Story Makers’ session led by the Tameside 
Library service - we listened to a story and took part in a Dough Disco. 

In our Celebration of the word sessions, we have continued to learn about the special items 
on our class altar- a candle, the Bible, a cross and a heart. Miss Taylor has helped us to 

begin to learn what these represent and how important they are to us.
We have loved singing our special songs- ‘This little light of mine’ and ‘Magic Penny’.

In our RE session we have continued to listen to and learn the Story of Creation. 
We have created actions to some of the key points of the story to help us remember what 

happened on each of the seven days.
Question- God said ‘Let there be…!’

Reception
What a fantastic week we’ve had in Reception! The children are growing in confidence and knowledge every 

single day.

This week, we started our new topic all about looking back at when older members of our families were in 
Reception. Thank you to everyone who has already sent in interviews – we have loved watching them and 
finding out how things were different back then. In Literacy, we began our new class text My Grandpa – a 

beautiful story that shows the special bond between a grandparent and grandchild. We have summarised and 
sequenced the story, and even used emojis to think about how the characters were feeling. Next week, we will 
be retelling the story using a story map. In Maths, we have been thinking about appropriate size. For example: 
would a big bear eat the small sandwich at the teddy bear’s picnic? We’ve also been introduced to lots of new 
mathematical vocabulary such as big, small, large, tiny, medium, bigger, and smaller. It has been wonderful 
hearing the children using their new learning confidently around the classroom. In RE, we continued to learn 
about the Story of Creation. We thought about how God gifted His creations to people and discussed how we 
can look after our own special gifts from God. In the outdoor area, Mrs Goldthorpe set up a Creation tuff tray 

where the children have been busy working through the story to make our world.

A big thank you again to everyone who came to the Phonics Workshop this week. It was lovely to have your 
support. The PowerPoint with key information from the session has now been emailed to all parents and carers.

We hope you have a lovely weekend – hopefully the weather doesn’t stop you from having fun!

Question:  What did God say after each day? 
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Year One

This week was absolutely filled with exciting learning opportunities for our students! In 
maths, we introduced a new unit on addition and subtraction by exploring part-whole models. 
The children engaged enthusiastically, using these models to visualise and solve problems 

effectively. In English, we delved into our delightful 'I Like It When' book, where students 
thrived on completing various sentence activities, including filling in missing words, dictation, 

and unscrambling sentences. It was wonderful to see their creativity shine through! Our 
science lesson took us on a captivating listening walk, where we honed our sense of hearing 

and discovered the different sounds in our environment. In R.E., we focused on the 
importance of prayer, learning 'The Our Father' and discussing the significance of making the 

sign of the cross, which led to some thoughtful conversations. In history, we looked at the 
remarkable life of Queen Elizabeth II and created beautiful collages, combining art with 

history to celebrate her legacy.  Lastly, the children truly made us proud as they recited their 
poem for Poetry Week with such passion and clarity. 

Question: Can you make the sign of the cross correctly?

Year Two

We have had another busy week in Year 2! In Maths this week, we have been ordering and 
estimating 10s and 1s on a numberline up to 100. The children are working really hard with 
this. In English, our grammar focus has been on prepositions, and the children have been 
writing their own animal poems including these. On Wednesday, we enjoyed a fantastic 
History day, completing our Great Fire of London unit of work. The children particularly 
enjoyed learning about firegihting in 1666 vs today and redesigning their own map of 

London. In RE, we have been writing poetry keeping in mind the message from the Story of 
Noah, and discussing what it means to be Stewards of the Lord. We have also been 

embarking on our ‘Rosary Challenge’ and learning how to pray the Rosary. As the week 
came to a close, the children beautifully performed their poem ‘Cats Sleep Anywhere’. The 

children continue to work hard in Phonics and Guided Reading - please continue to read your 
child’s take home book with them at home.

Question - What prayer do we say when we pray the Rosary?
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Year Three

This week we have enjoyed practising the poem ‘The Sound Collector’ by Roger 
Gough as part of the activities for National Poetry Day. We have recited the poem 

together and thought of different actions we could do for each of the sounds taken 
away by the shadowy figure in the poem! The children performed the poem in 

assembly and did very well to remember the words and actions!

In Maths this week we have finished our work on place value by estimating numbers 
to 1,000 on a number line, and counting in 50s.

In English we have been looking at how to construct a simple sentence, and the 
children all made sure they punctuated their sentences correctly.

Question: Which sounds did the Sound Collector take away from the house?

Year Four

This week we have enjoyed preparing for National Poetry Day by learning to recite 
the poem, ‘Autumn Gilt’ by Valerie Bloom. The children have done a great job of 

pronouncing each word clearly and reciting the poem rhythmically. They performed 
the poem in assembly today.

In Maths this week we have worked on rounding numbers to 10, 100 and 1000 and 
consolidating our understanding of ordering 4 digit numbers. 

In English we have begun to write compound and complex sentences independently, 
basing them on our History topic of Egyptians. 

In History, we answered questions about how and why the pyramids were built and 
looked at evidence which proves they were not built by slaves.

As we are now in October, we have begun to say a decade of the rosary every day.
Question: What would the pyramids have looked like originally?
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Year Five

We’ve had a wonderful week in Year 5, full of exciting learning and new experiences! 
In English, the children have been building on their knowledge of compound 

sentences, while in Maths they successfully completed the place value unit, practising 
rounding numbers up to a million. Our four-week art project also began this week, 

with the children enjoying a special session led by a local artist, exploring road safety 
images and experimenting with different ideas and compositions. 5LS took part in a 

thoughtful Religion retreat with Mrs Farmer, reflecting on how to care for God’s 
creation through the teachings of Laudato Si. 5CP will take part in this later in the 

year. In History, the children delved into the fascinating world of Mayan numbers, and 
they also had a lovely time at Forest School with Mrs Artingstall, where they created 

their own clay pots. It has certainly been a busy and rewarding week!

Question: What is 124,284 rounded to the nearest 10, 100, 1000 and 
10,000?

Year Six

What a fantastic week in Year 6! The children thoroughly enjoyed Poetry Week, 
particularly exploring My Grandma's Bonsai Tree by Ben Mayoh, where they analysed 
language choices, answered inference questions, and developed their performance 

skills before confidently showcasing their verses in a KS2 poetry assembly. In English, 
we focused on strengthening our GAPS knowledge by identifying subjects, verbs, and 
objects in single-clause sentences. We then moved on to exploring prepositions and 

how to use them effectively in our writing. The children showed great focus and 
creativity—we’ll be revisiting prepositions next week before moving on to multi-clause 
sentences. In Maths, we worked on multiplying 4-digit numbers by 2-digit numbers 
using the formal written method, and the children showed fantastic determination 

and resilience—well done! A special highlight this week was 6DF’s class assembly on 
Thursday, where they proudly shared their learning - a huge thank you to all who 

came to support!
Question: How do you know that this question is incorrect without working 

it out?  4,328 x 6 = 25,820


