
What does ‘Writing’ look like at 
Adswood Primary?

1. Curriculum mapping
For Writing, we follow Ready Steady 

Write which is an award-winning, 
evidence-based primary writing scheme 

for EYFS, KS1 and KS2. Built around 
high-quality, language-rich literature, it 

provides a structured and sequenced 
approach that develops confident, 
independent writers across all year 
groups. Writing units are carefully 

mapped to the National Curriculum to 
ensure consistent progression from early 

years through to Year 6.

2. Learner voice

Our learners are taught phonics through Read Write Inc.  from Nursery to 
Year 2. Read Write Inc. is a phonics programme which helps learners to 

develop an early understanding of spelling as well as reading.

Learners from Year 2 to Year  6 follow Ready Steady Spell, an 
award-recognised spelling scheme. Through engaging activities, consistent 

teaching routines and regular opportunities to revisit prior learning, our aim 
is to help children move spelling knowledge into their long-term memory.

Most days, we speak to learners informally about books they are reading or 
what they are writing. We want all our learners to have a voice and to be 

heard. 
We use learner voice to impact on the way we teach literacy in our school. For 
those learners who struggle with literacy, we want to find out how they would 

like us to help them to make progress and enjoy their learning.



3. Adaptive teaching

4. Learning environment

At Adswood, the teaching of literacy is inclusive through 
quality first teaching. Our environments are reading rich and 
we provide opportunities throughout the school day for shared 
reading. We believe that reading widely has a massive impact 

on writing.  Provision for learners is age appropriate but 
adapted to meet the needs of our learners. We use the 
Nasen SendCo Handbook to adapt teaching in our school. 

Personalised SEN Support plans outline specific targets for 
our learners with additional needs.  

All learners at Adswood complete a ‘One Page Profile’ to let 
their staff teams know how they learn best and what support 

they might need. 
In addition we offer support through:

Working Walls
Speech and language (SALT)

Memory Magic
Words First 

Language Link
Tales Toolkit

Word Aware (Vocabulary)
Multisensory approaches to learning

Drama, Engagement, Active, Learning project (DEAL)
Use of iPads/Chromebooks (typed or videoed)

Shared/guided writing
Makaton to enhance communication

Our learning environments are purposeful and 
constantly evolving. Our learners know how to 
support their learning using their environment. 
Working walls reflect our literacy sessions and 
are generated using ideas from the learners 

and guided by staff. 

In line with the school’s focus on broadening 
vocabulary, we celebrate new vocabulary and 
display this in the classroom for learners to 

revisit.

We aim for all learners to take pride in the 
presentation of their work. Learners are asked 
to produced their ‘Gold Standard’ writing and 
they keep this with them whenever they write. 
If their writing is as neat or neater than their 
‘Gold Standard’ then the learner receives a gold 

sticker on that piece of work. These are 
reviewed throughout the year.

When asked, our Year 6 leavers said that all 
the displays in their classroom helped with 

their learning and described ways in which they 
used them to help them to work independently.



5. Opportunities to celebrate writing.

6. Cross curricular writing

We have had exciting VVE opportunities including 
writing workshops with  real author Sarah Oliver 

(Y2,Y5,Y6) and we were mentioned as co-authors in 
her book ‘The Best World Book Week Ever’, Mrs 

Ayers’  Year 6 writing club visited ‘Where the light 
gets in’ for a fine dining experience and wrote 

restaurant reviews to give to the Head Chef, Sam. 
Year 2  linked up with our local care home to take 

part in ‘Poetry Together’. We have previously linked 
with Louise Gooding as an author pen pal and have 

had virtual workshops with a variety of Puffin 
Authors and illustrators. We have also had local 

poet, Tony Brough lead history based poetry 
workshops with our UKS2 learners.

We encourage staff to engage with virtual author 
workshops throughout the school year.

The love of literacy begins in EYFS where learners are taken to a story 
land where they are immersed in the retelling of a variety of stories. 
Our EYFS learners also use Vocabulary Bag to enhance s&l and teach 
RWI phonics. The staff ensure that a variety of stories are shared 

with our EYFS learners. Tales Toolkit is also used to develop 
communication skills and storytelling and Story Baskets are used for 
experiential storytelling. There are also lots of opportunities to write 

within the provision. Reception also use Ready Steady Write to 
introduce formal sentences and writing independently.  

We encourage our learners to apply their 
writing skills across the curriculum. Teachers 

ensure that learners are given opportunities to 
write at length in Science and LCC sessions  Our 

aspiration is that every time they write they 
produce their best work. We have introduced 
‘Gold standard’ handwriting as an incentive.  



7. Learning beyond the classroom

8. Challenges to deepen learning

Where possible, we aim to lift 
Literacy off the page and bring it 

to life for our learners.
We use drama to help learners 
develop their ideas, vocabulary 

and understanding and 
opportunities are planned within 
Literacy lessons as part of Ready 

Steady Spell.

Our school vision, ‘Enjoy. Believe. Achieve’ and we strive 
to deepen learning for our more capable writers. The 

Ready Steady Write scheme is full of opportunities for 
children to be challenged with each lesson plan outlines 

specific targets or activities. 

We play vocabulary games to enhance and embed 
learning of Word Aware words taught throughout the 

year.

Year 6 example:



9. Self- Assessment

10. Staff CPD 

As we strive for our learners to be 
independent readers and writers, we 

provide them with opportunities to self 
assess and edit their learning.   

Learners use our School Marking Policy to 
self-assess; using pink, yellow/orange and 
green. Learners use purple pen to ‘polish’ 

their work (review, edit and correct). 
Learners also use a tick or a question 
mark to peer-assess group tasks. A tick 

represents an idea that they agree with or 
think meets the objective and a question 
mark is written next to ideas that require 

greater explanation.


