



Dear Parents / Carers,
Welcome back! I hope you all had wonderful Easter break with your friends and family, and are looking forward to our final term together! Below you will find some reminders and useful information to support your child throughout this term. We do try to stick to these weekly routines whenever possible and will always notify you if there are any changes to the schedule. 

Please also use your log in to Google Classrooms and use the links to some of the games the children can play. Use this link to log in: https://classroom.google.com/

Curriculum

· In English, the children will use a variety of different stimulus throughout the term to engage and inspire their writing. English this term begins with a focus on poetry linked to British wildlife, where children will explore language, rhythm and imagery. We will then move on to writing a non-chronological report based on the text Toys in Space, developing skills in organising information clearly. Just before half term, we will read Jim and the Beanstalk and use it as inspiration to write a detailed setting description, focusing on descriptive language and creative writing techniques.
· Maths this term begins with finishing our statistics topic, where children will work with tally charts and pictograms to collect and interpret data. We will then move on to money, learning to recognise and use pence and pounds, explore different coins and notes, and practise simple conversions. They will then be introduced to fractions, focusing on equal and unequal parts, including halves, quarters, and thirds. In our final topics, children will develop their skills in telling the time, measuring mass and capacity, and exploring position and shape.
· Geography this term explores the question “Where can I find the King of England?” Children will learn that we live in England, which is one of the four countries that make up the United Kingdom. They will be introduced to the idea that each country has its own capital city, with a focus on our capital, London. Through simple map work, pupils will develop their understanding of location and build knowledge of key places within the UK.
· This term, History focuses on the question “What does the Royal Family mean to us?” Children will explore the monarchy from Elizabeth I through to the current monarch, Charles III. They will learn about the Royal Family tree and examine the roles and responsibilities of its members, both past and present, gaining an understanding of how the monarchy has changed over time and its significance today.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Our science topic this term is all about plants. Children will learn to identify and name common plants and their key parts, including roots, stems, leaves, and flowers. They will explore what plants need to survive, focusing on water and light through simple testing and observations. Pupils will also learn about the plant life cycle, understanding how plants germinate, grow, and reproduce.

Reading
· We ask that our children read at home at least three times each week.  Please note in the school planner when your child has read, the page number reached and any comment you may wish to make. Children who have at least three adult signatures in a week will be awarded a raffle ticket to be in with a chance of winning our ‘Reading Raffle’ prizes! star for their superstar reader challenge. I hope to see lots of children achieving the gold award by the end of this school year! 

· School planners will be checked and signed by a member of the KS1 team at least once a week. These form an important part of our home/ school communication so please write in them regularly.  

· All children will take part in guided reading activities on a daily basis and be heard reading individually by a member of the KS1 team at least once a week. To help us achieve this please can you ensure your child has their reading book and diary with them in school every day. 

· Please try to read with your child on a regular basis; research shows that even 10 minutes a day can have a significant impact on a child's academic progress. As well as listening to your child read please do try and find the time to read and share books with them as well.  We always encourage children to read a range of different materials and books, not just their school reading books.  The local libraries are an excellent way to encourage and support reading for pleasure.  These can also be noted in the reading section of the school planners. 

Spellings

· Spellings will be uploaded to Google classroom for our Year 2 children on Fridays. The children will then be tested on them the following Friday. 

· Spellings will focus on either a particular spelling rule/pattern or will be taken from the Year 1 and 2 statutory word list.

· Please try to help your child to look at these words, pointing out any particular patterns that will help them to remember them. Many children find learning spellings very challenging so this should be low key and a fun few minutes.

Times Tables
· We will be introducing TimesTables Rockstars to some of our class this year who may not have used this before. To support the children’s learning and the children will all have their own individual login, which can be found in the front of their school planners. The children will also have access to a few songs that we will be learning in class to support our times table knowledge. Please access these videos that will be uploaded onto Google Classrooms, as they are an excellent way for the children to learn.

· As you will know our school has also invested in Numbots, an app produced by the makers of Time Tables Rockstars. This app supports children’s quick recall of addition and subtraction facts and we are encouraging children to play this alongside Times Tables Rockstars.

Homework

· Homework will be set on a Friday and this should be returned by the following Wednesday.  Please sign your child’s planner once it’s completed.

· Homework will alternate between a Maths or an English activity, linked to the unit of work they are covering in class, so they should be able to complete the activity independently.  However, if your child feels they need some extra support to complete the activity they should ask in school asap.   

PE

· The children will have PE on a Monday and Tuesday this term. Following on from last year the children will be allowed to come into school wearing their PE kits on these days. Please ensure children are wearing the correct PE kit (house coloured top and black/blue shorts rather than just sports clothing). 

· Please remember to tie back long hair and wear no jewellery for safety reasons. If your child is wearing earrings they will have the option of removing them for the lesson or covering them with medical tape.
Volunteers

· We are always very grateful for any parents/grandparents/carers who would be willing to come in and help, either on a regular basis or as a one-off, or if you feel you could contribute to any of our topic work in any way, then please come in or contact us.

If there are ever any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to get in touch, either by popping in or telephoning.  The support you give is essential for your child's progress and the closer we can work together the better it will be for them.  If you are on Twitter, please follow @sycamore_tree1 to see regular updates.
Thank you for your continued support. 
Kind regards,
Miss Humphreys   
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