
 
 

  
  
 

 
 Autumn 1 

 
Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 
 

Text Owl Babies 
 
 

 
 
 

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt 
 

 

Supertato 
 
 

 
 

The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff  
 

 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 
 
 

 
 
 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
 

 

Big Question & 
Driver 

How do we know we 
belong? 
Mental & Physical 
Wellbeing 

What can we discover 
on a bear hunt? 
Lifelong Learners 

How can we help 
others? 
Aspiration 

How can we be brave 
and overcome 
challenges? 
 
Mental & Physical 
Wellbeing 

What helps living things 
grow? 
 
Active & Responsible 
Global Citizens 

How do things change 
as they grow? 
 
Active & Responsible 
Global Citizens 

Nursery Curriculum Overview 
 



Communication 
& Language 

Listening, attention, 
family vocabulary 

Questioning, describing Discussion, vocabulary Story language, retelling Explaining observations Presenting, reflecting 

PSED / Jigsaw / 
Value 

Friendships, routines, 
feelings 
Being Me in My World  

Confidence, exploring 
Celebrating Difference 

Confidence, strengths 
Dreams and Goals 

Teamwork, Healthy Me 
 
Generosity 

Relationships 
 
Aspiration 
 

Changing Me 
 
Resilience 

Physical 
Development 

Balance, coordination, 
mark making 

Obstacle courses, fine 
motor 

Coordination, body 
control 

Climbing, balancing Planting, tool control Throwing, catching 

Phonics Environmental sounds, 
rhymes 

Rhythm, rhyme, body 
percussion 

Fred Talk, oral blending Oral blending, 
alliteration 

Introduce Set 1 sounds Secure Set 1 sounds 

Literacy Stories, repeated 
phrases 
 
Recognise own name 

Story retelling 
Begin making marks to 
represent name 

Character talk, mark 
making 
 
Attempt first letter of 
name. 

Story maps 
 
Begin forming some 
letters from own name 

Early writing 
 
Copy own name with 
support 

Life cycle vocabulary 
 
Write own name using 
recognisable letters 



Maths Count to 3, sort, pattern Count to 5, more/less  Numbers to 5 Shape, size, measure Numbers to 10 Counting, patterns 

Understanding 
the World 

Families, nursery, 
Autumn 
 
Belonging 
 
Explore different types 
of technology through 
play 
 

Bears, habitats, seasons 
 
Celebrating 
 
Use touchscreens with 
support 

People who help us 
 
 
Explore Bee-Bots by 
pressing buttons 
 

Journeys, bridges, 
Spring changes 
 
Caring for living things 
 
Take photographs with 
adult help 

Growth, minibeasts 
 
My name my family 
 
Make marks and 
pictures using simple 
drawing tools 

Life cycles, change 
 
Using our wonderful 
senses  
 
Be kind when using 
technology 

Expressive Arts 
and Design / 
Song 

Painting, collage, cutting 
 
If you’re happy and you 
know it  

Natural materials, 
printing 
 
Brown Bear Brown Bear 
What do you see? 

Drawing, collage, junk 
modelling 
 
The Wheels on the Bus 

Clay, weaving, printing 
 
Old Macdonald has a 
farm 

Observational drawing 
 
Mary Mary Quite 
Contrary 

Collage, mixed media 
 
Incey Wincey Spider 

Festivals Harvest, Autumn Bonfire Night, Diwali, 
Christmas 

Lunar New Year Ramadan, Eid, Easter Earth Day, Bee Day Sports Day, Summer 

Forest School Exploring & Belonging 
 
Treasure hunts, natural 
materials, mud kitchen 

Seasonal Change 
 
Bear hunt, den building, 
shadow play 

Problem Solving 
 
Obstacle courses, 
teamwork challenges 

Growing Together 
 
Planting, trails, tool 
introduction 
 
 
 
 

Caring for Living Things 
 
Gardening, minibeast 
hunts 

Change & Transition 
 
Life cycles, transition 
activities 




