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Welcome back!
I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and New Year 
🧑‍🏫 🦦 Otter Class is full of excitement, learning, and creativity! We’re so lucky to have such a wonderful team supporting your child’s learning journey each week.
· Mrs Gould leads the class from Monday to Thursday, creating an engaging and nurturing environment where curiosity and creativity can shine.
· Mrs Hathaway supports the classroom on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, helping to make those days smooth, joyful, and productive.
· Vicky brings her enthusiasm to our team on Thursdays and Fridays, working alongside the teachers to guide and encourage the children.
· Mr Holland takes the reins on Friday, with Vicky providing support — ensuring continued learning and consistency across the week.
[image: Grandpa was an Astronaut (Little Gems) : Meres, Jonathan ...]Our goal remains the same: to make every child feel confident, supported, and inspired each day. We’re looking forward to a wonderful term filled with learning and laughter.
🟢 Class Update
We’re excited to share that the Green Group has now moved up to the Purple Group! The children will continue developing their phonics skills and will begin working on Pathways to Write with Mrs Corradine. This term, they will be exploring the story Grandpa was an Astronaut by Johnny Meres. 

🔴 Ditty Group – Red Ditty Readers
Our reception children have made fantastic progress on their Read Write Inc. journey this term! They are growing in confidence with their Set 1 Speed Sounds, blending skills, and early reading. Many children will be beginning to read short Ditty stories with increasing fluency and enthusiasm — a wonderful achievement to celebrate!
📘 In Class
The children are continuing to strengthen their knowledge of Set 1 Speed Sounds and practise blending these sounds to read simple words and sentences. Their hard work and determination are really paying off, and it’s a joy to see their confidence grow with each new sound.
📚 Home Support Matters
Your support at home makes a huge difference. Listening to your child read their Speed Sounds and Ditty sheets regularly helps to build fluency and confidence. Just a few minutes each day can have a lasting impact — little and often is the key!
🎥 Helpful Parent Resource
Don’t forget to use the QR codes in your child’s reading record. These short videos are a great way to support blending practice and help your child on their journey to becoming a confident, independent reader.
📖 Reading at Home:
Please continue to support your child’s reading journey by listening to them read regularly at home.
- Don’t forget to sign their yellow reading record each time they read.
- In school, children read daily with their RWI partner, take part in guided sessions, and are heard 1:1 by an adult in class.




🏃‍♂️P.E. – Spring 1
P.E. this half term takes place on Tuesday and Friday afternoons and is led by our specialist PE coach Holly.
This term, Yr1/2 will be focusing on gymnastics and dance while EYFS will focus on fine and gross motor skills, using the balance bikes and apparatus.
 
🌍 Science EYFS: Changing Materials
This term, our Reception children are exploring the fascinating world of materials and how they change. Through engaging stories like The Three Little Pigs and hands-on activities such as melting ice, mixing potions, and testing waterproof materials, children will develop their observation skills, scientific vocabulary, and curiosity about the world around them. Our creative continuous provision areas support their learning through play, encouraging exploration, experimentation, and critical thinking. We’re excited to see the children’s discoveries and growth as they investigate reversible and irreversible changes in everyday materials!
🌦️ Science: Wonderful Weather (Year 1 & 2)
This half term, Year 1 and 2 will be exploring Wonderful Weather. Children will become curious weather‑watchers as they investigate sunshine, rain, wind, and storms, and compare climates around the world. Look out for weather diaries, experiments, and creative projects coming home soon!
💛 PSHE – One World (Year 1 & 2)
This half term in PSHE, our focus is on One World. This unit is inspired by the idea that we can benefit from learning about people living in different places and their ways of life. It aims to enable the children to explore their own family life, home and school and compare these to children’s family life, homes and school from around the world which are different from their own. In this unit, children also learn about the relationship between people and their environment and how this affects their way of life.
➗Maths – Spring 1
In Maths this half term, we’re diving into some exciting topics across EYFS and Year 1, building strong foundations through hands-on learning and curiosity.
🌱 EYFS (Reception & Pre-School)
🔢 Maths – Shapes and Numbers: This term in Maths, we’re following the White Rose Maths scheme as we explore Alive in 5! And Growing 6,7,8.
📚 Key books to share at home:
Flea seeks dog by Will Mabbitt • None the Number by Oliver Jeffers • Anno’s Counting Book by Mitsumasa Anno • I Spy Numbers by Jean Marzollo • The Ugly Five by Julia Donaldson • Five Small Stars by Elizabeth Matterson and Madge Bugden • Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson
Reading these stories together at home is a great way to reinforce our learning — helping children to spot shapes, count objects, and talk about numbers in everyday life!
🔔 Important Reminders
To help everything run smoothly this term, please take note of the following:
· P.E. Days: Children should come to school wearing their P.E. kit on Tuesdays.
· Forest School: every Tuesday this term
· Water Bottles: Each child should bring a named water bottle to school every day to stay hydrated.
· Snacks: each child can bring a healthy snack pot we recommend cut up fruit for preschool children, breadsticks, cheese or a small yoghurt.
· Waterproof Coats: Please ensure your child has a suitable waterproof coat for unpredictable weather—don’t forget to label it with their name.
📏 Year 1 Focus: Place Value (within 10)
➕ Maths – Addition, Subtraction and Shapes
Year 1:
Addition and Subtraction (Within 20)
Place Value (within 50)
Measurement: Length and Height
Measurement: Weight and Volume
Year 2
Measurement: Money
Multiplication and Division
Statistics
Geometry: Properties of Shape 
Fractions
✏️ Spelling & Homework – Year 1
Our Year 1 children are now following Pathways to Spell and will receive weekly spellings to practise at home. Their test will be done on a Wednesday with Mrs Hathaway. Maths homework continues in their Maths Journals, and extra home learning ideas can be found in our class newsletter.
📚 Reminders:
· Homework and spelling books are due in every Tuesday.
· Spellings will focus on phonics, common exception words, and topic vocabulary.
🏠 Home Learning – Flexi School Children
Flexi School children should send in the work they have completed at home every two weeks. If you would like a copy of this term’s Maths activities, please contact admin or see me at the end of the school day.
We want to reassure you that Maths learning is not done in workbooks — these activities are designed to support hands-on, practical learning, reflecting what your child is exploring in class.
Thank you for your continued support — it really helps the children grow in confidence and independence. Here’s to a term of creativity and joyful learning as we head towards Spring! 🌟
Mrs Gould
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