
Whole school overview of threads and big questions. 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 What can photographs tell us about Britain's recent past? 

Incl local photos 

Black History – Rosa Parks (Global - female)  

Threads: Power, government and religion 

Warfare and conflict 

*Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

  What were the key life events of 

Queen Elizabeth II? (changes in the 

UK) 

Threads: *Power, government and 

religion 

Warfare and conflict 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

 How did Florence Nightingale and Edith 

Cavell change nursing? 

*Warfare and conflict 

*Legacy and Impact 

Year 2 Why is it important to fight for change? 

Black History – Paul Stephenson (National - male) Rosa 

Parks 

Threads:* Power, government and religion 

Warfare and conflict 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

 

  Why was the Great Fire of London so 

significant? 

Threads: Invasion, migration, and 

settlement 

*Trade, ideas and communication 

Legacy and Impact 

 

 

 How has life changed for children since 

the Victorian era? 

*Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

Legacy and Impact 

 

Year 3 Black History: What impact have black sportspeople had? 

Jessie Owen (Global - male) + Tessa Sanderson (National 

- female) 

Threads: Power, government and religion 

Warfare and conflict 

Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

What do archaeologists think they know 

about the Stone Age? 

Threads: *Invasion, migration, and 

settlement 

Trade, ideas and communication 

Legacy and Impact 

 

 

 How did life change in Britain during 

the Bronze and Iron Ages? 

 Threads: *Invasion, migration, and 

settlement 

Trade, ideas and communication 

Legacy and Impact 

 

 

 How much did the ancient Egyptians 

achieve? 

Threads = *Power, government and religion 

Warfare and conflict 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

Year 4 Black History: What impact have black people had within 

Medicine and Science? 

Dr. John Alcinder (National/Global male) + Patricia Bath 

(Global female) 

Threads: Warfare and conflict 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

*Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

 

What were the Ancient Greeks most 

important legacies? 

Threads: *Power, government and religion 

Warfare and conflict 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

 

 What impact did the Roman Empire 

have on Britain and locally? 

Threads: Power, government, and 

religion 

Warfare and conflict 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

Trade, ideas and communication 

*Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

 

Why would a city want to hold the 

‘Commonwealth Games’? 

Threads: Power, government and religion 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

*Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

Year 5 Black History: What impact have black people had within 

Performing Arts? 

Bob Marley (global male) / Heather Small (National 

female) 

Threads: Power, government and religion 

Warfare and conflict 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

Trade, ideas and communication 

*Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

What do we know about life in Anglo-Saxon 

England? 

Threads: Power, government and religion 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

*Trade, ideas and communication 

Legacy and Impact 

  

 

 Why did the Vikings come to the British 

Isles? 

Threads: Power, government and 

religion 

Warfare and conflict 

*Invasion, migration, and settlement 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

Legacy and Impact 

 How did the Industrial Revolution change 

Manchester? 

Threads: Power, government and religion 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

*Trade, ideas and communication 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

 

Year 6 How did the Great War affect local people and their 

communities? 

Threads: Power, government and religion 

*Warfare and conflict 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance *Legacy and Impact 

Black history: How have black people affected political 

decisions over time 

Nana Bonsu (National - male), Harriet Tubman (Global – 

female) 

Threads: Power, government and religion 

Warfare and conflict 

*Invasion, migration, and settlement 

Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

 Early Islamic civilisation: what connected 

Baghdad ‘The City of Peace’ to the wider 

world? 

Threads: Power, government and religion 

Warfare and conflict 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

*Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

 

 

 What were the significant turning 

points and in what ways did Britain 

change after WWII? Threads = 

Power, government and religion 

Warfare and conflict 

Invasion, migration, and settlement 

*Trade, ideas and communication 

Empire, persecution and resistance 

*Legacy and Impact 

 

 

 

Orange boxes = Black history month focus (short 2 lessons for KS2/embedded within the teaching unit for KS1 1st term) 

 

 

 

 

 


