Welcome to our Little Wandle
Phonics and Reading Meeting!

CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL



Phonics and Early Reading

Part 1 - information about how we teach
phonics

Part 2 - information about how we teach
reading

Part 3 - supporting at home



What is Phonics?

Phonics is a way of teaching children how
to read and write.

It helps children hear, identify and use
different sounds that distinguish one word
from another, in the English language.
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Did you know?

The English language has:-
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* Over 100 different ways to spell those
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DFE Guidance for
Early Reading and Phonics

The journey to independent reading and writing
begins with Phonics lessons.

Why Little Wandle?

v' Excellent training for all staff to ensure
consistency.

v" Every aspect of phonics and reading included in
a detailed, thorough and systematic approach.

v Engaging resources without distracting from the
learning.

v' Comprehensive system for identifying and
supporting children requiring extra help.

v" Useful support for parents.



How we teach Phonics

Daily sessions that start off short and lengthen
throughout the Reception year.

Synthetic phonics - starting at letter sounds and
building to blending into whole words.

Specific order of teaching to ensure lots of repeated
practice and consolidation.

Recapping known sounds at the start of each lesson.
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Phonics Jargon!

Phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the
English language.

Grapheme - How a phoneme is written down. There can be more
than one way to spell a phoneme. E.g. the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt
differently in each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’
and ‘lady’.

Blending - Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it,
eg.f-r-o-g - frog’

Segment/Sound talk - Breaking a word into sounds in or¢ - -
themy e-g, ‘frog 9 f -r-0- g" . \\SJ LpJ \\OO) (nj

Digraph- 2 letters making one sound ee ﬁ

igh

Trigraph- 3 letters making one sound



Any phonics
questions?




Reading

We want children to read
for pleasure and be life
long readers

We want children to
love reading

Learning to read
should be '
a positive
experience

Reading underpins
children’s access to
the curriculum
and clearly impacts
on their
achievement

Reading should be
enjoyable



Once children have a secure knowledge of a number of
GPC's (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences)

and are confidently blending, they will be ready for
reading books.

Prior to this they may have wordless books which
develop great language skills and teach children the
layout of books and how to handle books.
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How we teach Reading

v BIGCAT

Reading Practice Sessions
are:

Timetabled 3 times a week

Taught by trained teacher
or teaching assistant

Taught in small groups

Books are:

Matched to children’s
secure phonic knowledge
and word reading

Read three times

Then given out to be taken
home for the week



How do we decide which
books children read?

Children are assessed every 6 weeks using the Little Wandle
assessments. From this, a book is allocated that matches your
child’'s secure phonics knowledge, using the guide from Little
Wandle and our teacher judgement.

Children are grouped into Reading Practice Groups according to
their Phonics ability. Please be aware that your child’s reading
group may change throughout the year depending on their phonics
progression.
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Reading Practice Sessions

The 3 Reads - each one begins with a quick recap of sounds and
words.

1. Decoding (Tuesday)
2. Prosody - intonation/expression (Wednesday)
3. Comprehension (Thursday)
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When children take home their reading book, they should have
reached a confident stage of fluency following their 3 reads in
school. Please do not worry if a book seems too easy - your child
needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading. Re-reading a
book they have had before helps develop fluency and independence
— this is the goal.

Celebrate their success!!!



Tracking Home Reading

Children have their yellow reading diaries where any
adult who has listened to them read their book, can
date, sign and write a comment if they wish.

We collect yellow diaries in at the start of each day and
award reading dojos to those children who have read the
night before/that morning.




Home Support

Children will also bring home a ‘reading for pleasure
book’ from our class library each week. To become
lifelong readers, it is essential that they read for
pleasure.

Children may not be able to read this book
independently, but these books offer a wealth of
opportunities for talking about the pictures and
enjoying the story or information text.

Enjoy the book together and foster a love of reading!
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How else can you help?

v" Please look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance
or parents -
ttps://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/reso

urces/for-parents/

v" Support children in learning the alphabetic code,
sound talking and blending. No schwaring please!

v Let your child “show off” their reading to you.
Celebrate and praise all the way!

v' Share books with your child for pleasure - bed time
reading!
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Websites for Phonics games:

Phonics Play
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

Phonics Bloom
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

Topmarks
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-
games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
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Reading Eggs, Fast Phonics
& Maths Seeds
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Water bottles

i3 ] Are available for children to access right

. ity

throughout the day. When children are
playing inside the classroom, they can
help themselves whenever they wish.

Children are prompted to get their
water bottles when we come inside
from outdoor play (twice daily) then
again when we have story times.



Toileting

It is common for children to still have
the odd accident from time to time.
Especially in a new environment.

Please support us by:

* Ensuring your child has underwear,
trousers/skirt and socks in a bag on
their peg in the case of accidents.

e Speaking with your child to make
sure they know that they can come
and tell us if they have had an
accident.

* Showing your child how to wipe
themselves properly.



Coats

Colder weather is on its way!

Please can you teach your child how to
zZip up their coat.

Snotty noses

Tissue boxes




Thank you for joining us!

Any questions?
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