
That was quite the week!

As you will all be aware, we were visited by 
Ofsted this week. Ofsted is the organisation in 
charge of inspecting schools and making sure 
that we are doing everything we are supposed 
to be.

As the report won’t be out for around 30 
school days, I’m limited in what I am allowed 
to say. However, I can tell you that we are 
happy with the outcome!

But now, I really do need to thank our staff. An 
Ofsted inspection is grueling for all teachers 
and support staff at the best of times. 
However, we also had parents’ evening which 
meant our staff had to get through the day 
with Ofsted and then stay late. Everyone has 
coped really well, and I hope their dedication 
is appreciated.

I would also like to thank our parents for the 
lovely comments they made to inspectors. In 
the middle of a very busy inspection, it is such 
a boost for staff to hear these things.

So, thank you! And we look forward to sharing 
the report with you as soon as we get it!

In other news, this week sees Miss Hussain 
leave us for a new life in Birmingham. Miss 

Hussain joined us in 2022 and has been an 
integral part of the school ever since. I know 
staff will miss her sarcasm, and children will 
miss her enjoyable lessons and caring nature.

We wish Miss Hussain all the best as she 
moves on in the futile search of finding a 
school as special as St James’!

We also welcome Miss Bennett, who will be 
taking over in Year 2 after half-term from Miss 
Hussain. Parents of children in her class have 
had the opportunity to meet Miss Bennett at 
parents’ evening and I’m sure you’ll all make 
her feel very welcome as she joins our 
amazing team.

Finally, I would like to wish you all a relaxing 
and restful October half-term! We look 
forward to seeing all the children back with us 
on Monday 2nd November.

Have a lovely weekend.

Mr Stitcher

Friday 23rd October



Friday 23 October    Closure after School

Monday 2 November   School re-opens

Thursday 5th November   Bonfire Themed Lunch

Thursday 26th November   Lancashire Themed Lunch











Just a reminder that the Government is expanding Free 
School Meal eligibility. As part of these changes, all families 
currently receiving Free School Meals must reapply to 
continue their entitlement from September. These changes 
also mean that more families may now be eligible. If you do 
not apply, your child may not receive Free School Meals 
from September. To reapply or see if you are eligible, please 
use the link below:
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_M
eals_(NEW).aspx
If you need any help, please contact the school office. 
Thank you.

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx




.

 PE Dates

 Please note the upcoming PE dates for your child’s class. On these days, children 
should come to school wearing their PE kit. If your child has recently had their ears 
pierced, earrings must be removed before school.

Class Week 1 Week 

2

Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8

Reception 

RM and 

RW

Friday 6th 

November

Friday Friday Friday Friday Friday Friday Friday 

Year 1

1F and 

1A

Monday 2nd 

November

Wednesday 

4th 

November

Monday 

Wednes

day 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Year 2

2B and 

2K

Tuesday

3rd 

November

Thursday 

5th 

November

Tuesda

y 

Thursd

ay 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Year 3 

3M and 

3A

Monday 2nd 

November 

Thursday 

5th 

November 

Thursd

ay 

Monday 

Thursday 

Thursday Monday 

Thursday 
Thursday Monday 

Thursday 

Monday 

Thursday 

Year 4

4W and 

4L

Monday 2nd 

November

Wednesday 

4th 

November  

Wednes

day 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Wednesday Monday 

Wednesday 

Wednesday Monday 

Thursday 

Monday 

Thursday 

Year 5

5B and 

5R

Friday 6th 

November

Monday 

Friday 

Friday Monday 

Friday 

Friday Monday 

Friday 

Friday Friday 

Year 6

6M and 

6V

Tuesday 

3rd 

November

Monday 

Tuesda

y 

Tuesday Monday 

Tuesday 

Tuesday Monday 

Tuesday 

Tuesday Tuesday 





WHO WILL BE THE WINNERS NEXT WEEK?

RW 90.5%
RM 90.0%
1F 100%
1A 90.5%
2K 97.5%
2H 97.9%
3A 94.3%
3M 98.2%
4L 92.6%
4W 95.0%
5B 94.3%
5R 99.3%
6M 98.7%
6V 98.0%

95% 
and 

above

90% - 
94.9%

Below 
90%

If your child is absent due to illness, the office must be informed before 8:35am on that day



Pre-School & Nursery Everyone!

RM Muhammad Ali H & Armaan G RW Izyan H & Zuhaib

1A
Miguel C & Mohammed Musa 

H
1F Zidan H & Maryam P

2H Ibrahim P & Safaa A 2K Fatimah G & M Rayan Miah

3A
Muhammad Ayaan M & Ashir 

Ali A
3M Maryam P & Muhammad P

4W Hassan A & Hawwa A 4L Hajrah A & Nelson G

5B Amelia M & Haadi F 5R Faris C & Mohammed Eesa M

6V Muhammad M & Inaya M 6M Ibrahim P & Aaisha U

St. James’ Stars of the Week!
Well done everyone, we are very proud of you. Who will be receiving a 
certificate next week?



This week we learned about Diwali. We made diva 
lamps, henna patterns and Rangoli designs. 

Please remember to 
bring back nappy 
bags. Reading books 
are changed every 
Friday.

"This week in Reception, we have been enjoying SuperTed 
in literacy, exploring the characters and stories. In maths, 
we have been learning about **more than and fewer than**, 
comparing groups of objects. We also went on a special 
**Walk for Kindness**, thinking about how we can be kind, 
caring and helpful to others. We are very proud of the 
children for showing kindness and thinking about how their 
actions can make others feel happy!

"It was lovely to see you all at 
Parents’ Evening this week. 
Thank you for taking the 
time to come in and talk 
about your child’s progress. 
At home, please continue to 
practise the sounds with 
your child to help them begin 
to blend sounds together 
and read simple words. Just 
a few minutes of practice 
each day can make a big 
difference!



""It has been another busy week in Year 1!In English this week, the 
children planned and performed their own poems inspired by 'Recipe for 
Making a Wolf'. They enjoyed using their creativity and imagination to 
develop their own ideas and confidently share their poems with the 
class.In maths, we explored number bonds within 10, focusing on 
finding them systematically. The children practised identifying different 
combinations of numbers and developing their mathematical thinking.In 
PE, we have been learning the skills needed to skip with a rope. The 
children have been practising their coordination, timing and control as 
they develop this important skill.It was lovely to welcome so many 
parents and carers to our Parents' Evening this week. It was a pleasure 
to discuss how well the children have settled into Year 1 and share their 
progress so far. Thank you for your continued support and for working 
in partnership with us to help your children thrive."

"Please continue to listen to 
your child read at home at least 
three times a week and 
remember to sign their reading 
planners.Enjoy the half-term 
break! Have a lovely, restful 
week, and we look forward to 
welcoming the children back to 
school refreshed and ready for 
another exciting half-term."

"What a lovely first half term we have had in Year 2!The children 
have all worked so hard and should be proud of everything they 
have achieved so far. We can't wait to see their confidence grow 
and their hard work continue after half term."

"It was lovely to welcome so many 
parents on Wednesday and 
Thursday at Parents Evening. Here 
is a link to Maths Frame, which the 
children can use to practice their 
Maths skills. 
https://mathsframe.co.uk/ Please 
continue to read with your child. "



This week has been a week of hardwork, 
dedication and commitment to the Year 3 life at St. 
James. We have never seen them work this hard 
and we are extremely proud of everything they 
have achieved. The children have written stories 
and solved addition and subtraction questions. 
They have also looked at the city of Rome, and 
recalled all their facts for science.

. 

"P.E. first day back.Also, 
during parents' evening, 
some parents asked for 
support to help teach 
children at home especially 
with homework. So please 
find below a link to a 
YouTube video which you 
can use at 
home.https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=-
4H7fGV9_M0https://www.yo
utube.com/watch?v=uvYzK
WwJOSU"

It has been a fantastic term! In maths, we have been 
learning about the place value of four-digit numbers 
and developing our skills using column addition and 
subtraction. In English, we have explored a variety 
of writing styles, including character descriptions, 
setting descriptions and dialogue, allowing us to 
develop our creativity. In art, we have been learning 
about architects and exploring their work before 
sketching our own pieces. 

Well done to everyone for 
their hard work and 
enthusiasm this term! We 
hope you have a wonderful 
break, and most importantly, 
stay safe. 



What a fantastic final week of the half term we have had in Year 5! 
In Maths, we have been busy developing our understanding of 
common multiples and factor pairs, showing great enthusiasm and 
determination. In Art, we have enjoyed experimenting with different 
brushstrokes and techniques using acrylic paints to create exciting 
effects inspired by the work of David Hockney. We have also had 
some thoughtful discussions about what it means to have an 
online reputation and the importance of making positive choices 
online. In English, we have been putting our creative writing skills to 
the test, completing our next chapter of 'Street Child'. The children 
have worked incredibly hard and should be very proud of their 
efforts. We hope everyone has a wonderful, well-deserved half-
term break!

Have a well deserved rest and enjoy 
making new memories with your 
loved ones!

"In Maths, we have been learning all about converting units of 
measurement. The children have been practising converting 
between different metric units, including millimetres, 
centimetres, metres and kilometres, as well as grams, 
kilograms and millilitres. In English, the children have 
successfully completed their newspaper reports! They have 
worked hard to develop their journalistic writing skills, using 
formal language, eye-catching headlines, introductory 
paragraphs and reported speech to engage their readers. The 
children have also focused on organising their ideas clearly 
and including relevant details to make their reports 
informative and interesting. We are very proud of the effort 
and creativity they have shown in their finished pieces."

""It was lovely to see so many 
parents and carers during our 
Parents' Evening! It was a 
pleasure to discuss the 
children's progress, celebrate 
their achievements and share 
their next steps in learning."



Dear God

Help us to love the world we live in.

Help us to have the courage to be exceptional in all we do.

Help us to respect the people around us

Thank you for making our school your home.

Amen

Follow the school on social 
media to keep up to date on 

what is happening in and around 
school!

Facebook: 
@StJamesCofEBlackburn 

Twitter: @st_blackburn

Please note that you don’t need 
to have an account to view our 

social media pages.

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn
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