
Doesn’t time fly! Next week is our last week 
before half-term!

Well done to everyone for trying their best to 
help us improve our attendance. The whole 
school attendance since September is 96.7% 
but on Thursday this week, 98% of children 
were in school – which is absolutely fantastic! 
Let’s keep it up!

Next week is our Parents’ Evening. As always, 
we will be hosting two evenings where you 
will be able to meet with your child’s class 
teacher and members of the Senior 
Leadership Team (who will be spread out 
across both buildings).

If you need to speak to me, I will be mostly 
based in the KS2 building.

I’d also like to give you advance warning that 
on Thursday 5th November, our kitchen will 
be putting on a special Bonfire Night lunch. 
Whilst at first glance, it may look like they 
have just given firework names to pizza and 
cake, I can assure you it is much more than 
that!! We hope as many children as possible 
will join us for this special lunch!

Thank you to the parents who have spoken to 
me about their frustrations with dangerous 

parking and driving on Earl Street.

This has now been escalated to the local 
council and we are working with them to 
come up with as many solutions as we 
possibly can. However, as the issues are 
caused by some of our parents, the simplest 
solution is for everyone to avoid parking 
illegally, dangerously or inconsiderately! If we 
can all do that, it will make such a difference.

I’ve noticed an increasing number of parents 
dropping their children off and then asking 
their child to cross in front of their car. The 
problem with this is that the children cannot 
clearly see the road. This is why it is much 
safer for you to drop them off further away 
from school where you can park more easily.

And finally, a reminder also that school closes 
for the half-term break after school on Friday 
23rd October and re-opens to children on 
Monday 2nd November.

Have a lovely weekend.

Mr Stitcher

Friday 16th October



PARENTS EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE NOW

Just a reminder that Parents Evening appointments, on either Wednesday 21st or 
Thursday 22nd October, are now available to book via the school spider app. We 
encourage all parents and carers to book an appointment, as this provides an 
important opportunity to discuss your child's progress, celebrate their 
achievements, and address any questions or concerns with their teachers. 

If you have not yet reserved a slot, please log into the app and book your 
appointment as soon as possible. If you require any assistance, please contact the 
school office.



Wednesday 21 October   School Photographer n School

Tuesday 20th October   RM Parent’s Evening
 
Wednesday 21 & 22 October  Parent’s Evening

Thursday 23 October   Year 1F Parent Worship (8.50am)

Friday 23 October    Closure after School

Monday 2 November   School re-opens

Thursday 5th November   Bonfire Themed Lunch

Thursday 26th November   Lancashire Themed Lunch













Just a reminder that the Government is expanding Free 
School Meal eligibility. As part of these changes, all families 
currently receiving Free School Meals must reapply to 
continue their entitlement from September. These changes 
also mean that more families may now be eligible. If you do 
not apply, your child may not receive Free School Meals 
from September. To reapply or see if you are eligible, please 
use the link below:
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_M
eals_(NEW).aspx
If you need any help, please contact the school office. 
Thank you.

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx




.

 PE Dates

 Please note the upcoming PE dates for your child’s class. On these days, children 
should come to school wearing their PE kit. If your child has recently had their ears 
pierced, earrings must be removed before school.

Class Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8

Reception 

RM and RW

Friday 4th 

Sep

Friday 11th 

September

Friday 18th 

September

Friday 25th 

September

Friday 2nd 

October
Friday 9th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Friday 23rd 

October

Year 1

1F and 1A

Monday 7th 

September

 8th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Wednesday 

9th 

September

Monday 14th

September

Wednesday 16th 

September

Monday 21st  

September

Wednesday 23rd 

 September

Monday 28th 

September

Wednesday 30th 

September

Monday 5th 

October

Wednesday 7th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Wednesday 14th 

October

Monday 19th 

October 

Wednesday 21st 

October 

Year 2

2H and 2K

Tuesday -no 

PE

Thursday 3rd

September

Tuesday 8th 

September

Thursday 

10th 

September

Tuesday 15th 

September 

Thursday 17th 

September

Tuesday 22nd   

September 

Thursday 24th 

September

Tuesday 29th 

September

Thursday 1st 

October

Tuesday 6th 

October

Thursday 8th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October

Thursday 15th   

October

Tuesday 20th 

October

Thursday 22nd   

October

Year 3 

3M and 3A

Monday- No 

PE

Thursday 3rd 

September

Thursday 

10th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Thursday 17th 

September

Thursday 24th 

September

Monday 28th 

September 

Thursday 1st 

October

Thursday 8th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 15th 

October

Monday 19th  

October

Thursday 22nd 

October

Year 4

4W and 4L

Monday -No 

PE

Wednesday 

2nd 

September

Wednesday 

9th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Wednesday 16th 

September

Wednesday 23rd 

September

Monday 28th 

September

Wednesday 30th 

September

Wednesday 7th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 14th 

October

Monday 19th 

October

Thursday 22nd 

October

Year 5

5B and 5R

Friday 4th 

September

Monday 7th 

September

Friday 11th 

September

Friday 18th 

September

Monday 21st 

September

Friday 25th 

September

Friday 2nd 

October
Monday 5th 

October

Friday 9th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Friday 23rd 

October

Year 6

6M and 6V

Tuesday- No 

PE

Monday 7th 

September

Tuesday 8th 

September

Tuesday 15th 

September

Monday 21st 

September

Tuesday 22nd 

September

Tuesday 29th 

September
Monday 5th 

October

Tuesday 6th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October

Tuesday 20th 

October





WHO WILL BE THE WINNERS NEXT WEEK?

RW 88.6%
RM 96.0%
1F 97.3%
1A 88.6%
2K 92.9%
2H 96.3%
3A 97.6%
3M 100.0%
4L 93.7%
4W 96.8%
5B 95.3%
5R 98.3%
6M 99.7%
6V 95.7%

95% 
and 

above

90% - 
94.9%

Below 
90%

If your child is absent due to illness, the office must be informed before 8:35am on that day



Pre-School & Nursery
Amayah & Asghar

PM - Hisham & Zakariya O F

RM Inaya H & Eliza H RW Sahlah M & Ahmed R

1A Ahmad B & Muhammad S 1F
Abdurraham P & Muhammad 

Zayaan A

2H Haris Y & Talha I 2K
Ahmad Maksud P & 
Muhammad Asif P

3A Muhammad P & Hawa I 3M Firdaus H & Ruhan P

4W Aaminah G & Aesha I 4L Hajrah A & Sienna S

5B Rumaisa R & M.Umar Z 5R Ayesha G & Fatima K

6V Mohammed Umar & Khadija B 6M Rehan Q & Yusuf V

St. James’ Stars of the Week!
Well done everyone, we are very proud of you. Who will be receiving a 
certificate next week?



This week, we have been focusing on kindness as 
our value. We have been discussing how to always 
be kind with our words and actions. We also 
focused on black history month as we learnt about 
important figures, for example, Mae, who was the 
first black woman to go to space. 

Next week our value is 
respect. Can we talk 
about how to respect 
other and always use 
our manners?

"In Reception this week the children have been learning 
new vocabulary linking to the story ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. 
Can your child remember what disguised, bewildered, 
cunning and lurking means? We have also been learning 
how to make the number 2,3 and 4 in lots of different ways. 
They have also been drawing and painting Little Red Riding 
hood. We are very impressed with their artistic skills. Well 
done Reception, another great week has been had. "

"Please write your child’s 
name in their coat, the 
children move their coats 
next to  the lunch hall before 
dinner time and some 
children have the same coat. 
Thank you 



"This week, Year 1 have been busy learning lots of exciting new things! In 
English, we have been exploring the poem 'Recipe to make a Wolf' by Pie 
Corbett. The children have enjoyed discovering how poems can be 
written like recipes and have planned their own poems using their 
wonderful ideas and imagination. In Maths we have been learning about 
addition using part-whole models. The children have been exploring how 
numbers can be split into parts and combined to make a whole, helping 
them to develop their understanding of addition. We have been learning 
about the town of Blackburn and identifying its physical and human 
features in geography. The children have been discussing the 
differences between natural features, such as rivers and hills, and 
human features, such as buildings, roads and shops."

"Please listen to your child read 
at least three times a week and 
remember to sign their reading 
planners. Parents' Evening will 
be taking place next week. If 
you have not yet booked this, 
please contact the school office 
to arrange a suitable time. 
Please practise the weekly 
spellings with your child at 
home to help them feel 
confident and prepared for their 
spelling test. Thank you for your 
continued support."

""This week in Science the children completed an experiment 
called 'glitter germs' where they observed how germs are spread 
and the importance of washing their hands. In History we have 
continued to compare transport from the past to the present. We 
focused on which mode of transport was history changing and 
why. "

"We can't wait to welcome you all to 
parents evening next week on 
Wednesday or Thursday. Please 
remember to keep reading with 
your child and signing their record 
books. "



Year 3 have had a brilliant week. In English 
we have been adding and subtracting using 
the column method, with and without 
exchange. In English we have finished 
reading George's marvellous medicine. Next 
week, we will be writing our own fantasy 
story.

. 

Please ensure 
children are 
reading at home.

In English, we have been exploring historical fiction, focusing 
on describing settings in detail and identifying the purpose 
and key features of this genre. We have been developing our 
understanding of how authors use descriptive language to 
bring settings to life and help readers imagine when and 
where a story takes place. In Maths, we began our new unit 
on addition and subtraction, focusing on adding two four-
digit numbers together. In Science, we have been 
consolidating our knowledge of electricity by revisiting key 
concepts and exploring the different components of 
electrical circuits. We have been building on our previous 
learning to strengthen our understanding of how electricity 
works and how different components work together to 
create a complete circuit.

"Please remember that our first 
parent's evenings are taking 
place next Wednesday and 
Thursday. If you haven't already, 
please book an appointment.



Year 5 have had another fantastic week of learning! In English, the 
children have thoroughly enjoyed planning their next chapter of 
Street Child, using their creativity and imagination to develop 
exciting ideas for their stories. In Maths, we have been busy 
spotting patterns to solve missing number problems, as well as 
challenging ourselves with more complex two-step problems. In 
Geography, we have been exploring the invisible lines of the Earth, 
learning about the Equator, lines of latitude and longitude, and how 
they help us locate places around the world. Well done, Year 5, for 
all your hard work and enthusiasm this week!

Year 5 have had another fantastic week 
of learning! In English, the children have 
thoroughly enjoyed planning their next 
chapter of Street Child, using their 
creativity and imagination to develop 
exciting ideas for their stories. In Maths, 
we have been busy spotting patterns to 
solve missing number problems, as well 
as challenging ourselves with more 
complex two-step problems. In 
Geography, we have been exploring the 
invisible lines of the Earth, learning about 
the Equator, lines of latitude and 
longitude, and how they help us locate 
places around the world. Well done, Year 
5, for all your hard work and enthusiasm 
this week!

"In Maths, Year 6 have been developing their 
understanding of the order of operations. They have 
been applying BODMAS (Brackets, Indices, Division 
and Multiplication, Addition and Subtraction) to 
solve calculations accurately and efficiently.In 
English, Year 6 have been using Skellig as inspiration 
to write a newspaper article. They have explored the 
features of newspaper reports, including eye-
catching headlines, engaging opening paragraphs, 
formal language and witness statements, to report 
on Michael’s mysterious discovery."

"We look forward to meeting 
with you at Parents’ Evening 
next week to discuss your 
child’s progress, celebrate 
their achievements and share 
their next steps in learning. 
We hope to see you all there!



Dear God

Help us to love the world we live in.

Help us to have the courage to be exceptional in all we do.

Help us to respect the people around us

Thank you for making our school your home.

Amen

Follow the school on social 
media to keep up to date on 

what is happening in and around 
school!

Facebook: 
@StJamesCofEBlackburn 

Twitter: @st_blackburn

Please note that you don’t need 
to have an account to view our 

social media pages.

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn
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