
A huge thank you to everyone who came to 
our Harvest Services this week. It was lovely 
to see so many of you with us at church and I 
know the children really appreciated your 
support. I would also like to thank you all for 
your generous donations of food for 
Blackburn Foodbank - this week we had a 
speaker from Blackburn Foodbank come in 
and talk to the children about where they 
donations go and who they help. I know they 
are really grateful for the donations.

We also had two guest speakers from the 
Mental Health Support Team come and talk to 
the children in assembly yesterday. They 
discussed the importance of looking after our 
mental health in the same way we look after 
our physical health. If anyone is struggling 
and would like additional support, please do 
let a member of staff know and we can either 
signpost you towards appropriate support or 
we may be able to offer services in school.

I mentioned recently that parking had been far 
more considerate. However, this week, one 
parent (driving a black car with the number 
plate beginning KN66) has been dropping off 
in the middle of the road on the brow of the 
hill. This is the most dangerous place to stop 
as cars coming up and down cannot see your 

child as they cross. I implore you not to stop 
there but to find a safe place to park. We will 
ask traffic enforcement to come back to Earl 
Street if we see a repeat of this!

And finally, just a reminder that children are 
not permitted to head the ball when playing 
football at break and dinner time! This is to 
protect them from accidental head bumps 
from both the balls and other children. We 
have reminded them in school, but please 
reinforce the message at home so that we 
can ensure all children are playing football 
safely!

As always, thank you for your support!

Have a lovely weekend.

Mr Stitcher

Friday 9th October



PARENTS EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE NOW

Just a reminder that Parents Evening appointments, on either Wednesday 21st or 
Thursday 22nd October, are now available to book via the school spider app. We 
encourage all parents and carers to book an appointment, as this provides an 
important opportunity to discuss your child's progress, celebrate their 
achievements, and address any questions or concerns with their teachers. 

If you have not yet reserved a slot, please log into the app and book your 
appointment as soon as possible. If you require any assistance, please contact the 
school office.

Changes to KS1 Morning Drop-Off Arrangements

To support the safety and safeguarding of all pupils, parents and carers of children 
in Year 1 and Year 2 will no longer be able to enter the KS1 playground during the 
morning drop-off period.

Children should be brought to the KS1 playground gate, where they will be 
welcomed by a member of staff and can then make their way into school as 
normal. Any messages for class teachers can be passed to the staff member on 
duty at the gate or communicated via the school office.

Please note that afternoon collection arrangements remain unchanged, and 
parents should continue to collect their children as normal at the end of the school 
day.

We appreciate that this is a change to our usual routine, but these arrangements 
are being introduced to help us maintain a safe, secure and calm start to the 
school day for all children.

Thank you for your understanding and support in helping us to keep our school 
environment safe for everyone.



Thursday 15 October 2026
Reception 2027 School Open 
Day (9:30am)

Wednesday 21 October 2026
School Photographer in 
School

Wednesday 21 & Thursday 22 
October 2026

Thursday 22 October 2026

Friday 23 October 2026

Monday 2 November 2026

Parents' Evening

Year 1F Parent Worship 
(8:50am)

Closure after school

School re-opens















Just a reminder that the Government is expanding Free 
School Meal eligibility. As part of these changes, all families 
currently receiving Free School Meals must reapply to 
continue their entitlement from September. These changes 
also mean that more families may now be eligible. If you do 
not apply, your child may not receive Free School Meals 
from September. To reapply or see if you are eligible, please 
use the link below:
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_M
eals_(NEW).aspx
If you need any help, please contact the school office. 
Thank you.

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx




.

 PE Dates

 Please note the upcoming PE dates for your child’s class. On these days, children 
should come to school wearing their PE kit. If your child has recently had their ears 
pierced, earrings must be removed before school.

Class Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8

Reception 

RM and RW

Friday 4th 

Sep

Friday 11th 

September

Friday 18th 

September

Friday 25th 

September

Friday 2nd 

October
Friday 9th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Friday October

Year 1

1F and 1A

Monday 7th 

September

 8th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Wednesday 

9th 

September

Monday 14th

September

Wednesday 16th 

September

Monday 21st  

September

Wednesday 23rd 

 September

Monday 28th 

September

Wednesday 30th 

September

Monday 5th 

October

Wednesday 7th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Wednesday 14th 

October

Monday October

Wednesday 

October

Year 2

2H and 2K

Tuesday -no 

PE

Thursday 3rd

September

Tuesday 8th 

September

Thursday 10th 

September

Tuesday 15th 

September 

Thursday 17th 

September

Tuesday 22nd   

September 

Thursday 24th 

September

Tuesday 29th 

September

Thursday 1st 

October

Tuesday 6th 

October

Thursday 8th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October

Thursday 15th   

October

Tuesday October

Thursday   

October

Year 3 

3M and 3A

Monday- No 

PE

Thursday 3rd 

September

Thursday 10th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Thursday 17th 

September

Thursday 24th 

September

Monday 28th 

September 

Thursday 1st 

October

Thursday 8th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 15th 

October

Monday October

Thursday October

Year 4

4W and 4L

Monday -No 

PE

Wednesday 

2nd 

September

Wednesday 

9th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Wednesday 16th 

September

Wednesday 23rd 

September

Monday 28th 

September

Wednesday 30th 

September

Wednesday 7th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 14th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 14th 

October

Year 5

5B and 5R

Friday 4th 

September

Monday 7th 

September

Friday 11th 

September

Friday 18th 

September

Monday 21st 

September

Friday 25th 

September

Friday 2nd 

October
Monday 5th 

October

Friday 9th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Year 6

6M and 6V

Tuesday- No 

PE

Monday 7th 

September

Tuesday 8th 

September

Tuesday 15th 

September

Monday 21st 

September

Tuesday 22nd 

September

Tuesday 29th 

September
Monday 5th 

October

Tuesday 6th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October





WHO WILL BE THE WINNERS NEXT WEEK?

RW 93.6%
RM 99.2%
1F 99.1%
1A 90.9%
2K 100.0%
2H 95.2%
3A 90.5%
3M 98.6%
4L 91.9%
4W 99.1%
5B 96.0%
5R 99.3%
6M 98.7%
6V 97.3%

95% 
and 

above

90% - 
94.9%

Below 
90%

If your child is absent due to illness, the office must be informed before 8:35am on that day



Pre-School & Nursery Yusuf M and Ayaan A, Shahveer and Asma

RM Aqsa K & Khadija P RW Abo baker H & Fizza S

1A Fatimah I & Abeeha R 1F Muhammad Bilal A & Victor R

2H Haniya B & Husayn A 2K Khadija C & Abdul Qadir A

3A Zikra H & Zayn P 3M Maryam P & Ibrahim M

4W Amna A & Hamza A 4L Amaya S & Isra S

5B M.Isshaq A  & Ayesha P 5R Abdhullah A & Sakeena R

6V Muhammad J & Inaya M 6M Ayaan A & Haniya R A

St. James’ Stars of the Week!
Well done everyone, we are very proud of you. Who will be receiving a 
certificate next week?



This week we have been continuing our focus on 
Handa's surprise. We have been stamping fruits 
and vegetables using paint and creating animal 
masks. We have also been making marks using 
chalk outdoors and balancing on the beams.

As we learn more 
about autumn, we 
have been identifying 
acorns and conkers, 
along with the 
different colours of 
the leaves. Can we 
spot these items 
outside?

This week, Reception have been enjoying the story The 
Gruffalo in English. We have been exploring the characters 
and have even built our very own Gruffalo den in the 
discovery area! In maths, we have been learning about the 
numbers 3 and 4 through counting and practical activities. 
In our topic work, we have been thinking about what makes 
us feel happy and sad, sharing our ideas and talking about 
our feelings. Well done, Reception, for another fantastic 
week of learning!

"Please can you make sure 
you have signed up for 
parents evening as we can't 
wait to see you all and tell 
you how your amazing 
children are doing at school.



""This week in Maths, we have started our new topic of addition and 
subtraction. We have been using part-whole models to help us 
understand how numbers can be broken down into parts and combined 
to make a whole.In DT, we have begun designing and creating our own 
Tudor houses. We are exploring the features of Tudor houses and 
developing our skills as we bring our designs to life.In English, we have 
been inspired by The Gruffalo to create our own imaginative characters. 
We then wrote character descriptions, thinking carefully about our 
characters’ appearance and using interesting adjectives to bring them to 
life."

Please listen to your child read 
at least three times a week and 
remember to sign their reading 
planner each time. Thank you 
for your continued support!

"This week, 2H and 2K have been exploring a non-fiction text. We 
have made predictions about what the text might be about and 
identified some of the key features of non-fiction texts.In Maths, 
we have started learning about addition and subtraction. We 
have been focusing particularly on number bonds and 
developing our confidence in using them."

""Children should read at home 3 
times each week and have their 
reading planner signed each 
time.P.E. days: Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Please ensure children 
come to school wearing the 
appropriate P.E. kit."



"This week, the children have developed their 
understanding of addition and subtraction. 
They have also started to look at the 
compact method too.In English, we have 
been writing diaries and using thoughts and 
feelings to help understand a character. "

. 

P.E. Is Monday and 
Thursday next week

"What another great week!This week the children 
have been writing a diary based on the book 'Wave 
Me Goodbye!' They looked at the features of a diary 
and what they must include within this text type. 
They have all shared some excellent ideas. In 
Maths, the children have looked at rounding to 100 
and 1,000. They discussed how they would know 
which number to round to.Well done to all of the 
children for an excellent performance during their 
worship. "

"Please continue to read at home. 
Planners will be checked every 
week. Thank you."



""Year 5 have had another fantastic week of learning! In Art, we 
have thoroughly enjoyed experimenting with layering acrylic paints, 
taking inspiration from the vibrant and colourful work of David 
Hockney. The children have loved exploring different colours, tones 
and textures to create their own artwork. In French, we have been 
learning how to ask, 'What day is it today?' and respond in French. 
This has given us lots of opportunities to practise our 
pronunciation and become more confident when saying the days 
of the week in French. In Maths, we have been enjoying using the 
Inverse operation to check our calculations. The children have been 
developing their understanding of how addition and subtraction, 
and multiplication and division, are connected, and have enjoyed 
using this knowledge to check that their answers are correct.Well 
done, Year 5, for another brilliant week of learning! "

A gentle reminder to 
parents/guardians to book your 
parents evening appointments if you 
haven't already done so. Thank you! 

"This week, in Maths, the children have been 
developing their understanding of division using long 
division method. We have also been focusing on 
checking our answers and explaining our 
mathematical thinking.In English, we have continued 
to explore Skellig in greater depth. The children have 
been thinking carefully about the characters and 
how their relationships develop throughout the 
story."

"It has been fantastic to see 
all the year 6 engaging so 
positively with their learning 
this week and also keeping up 
to date with their homework. 
As usual, the children have 
been given tasks to complete 
on Century Tech. Thank you 
for all your support. "



Dear God

Help us to love the world we live in.

Help us to have the courage to be exceptional in all we do.

Help us to respect the people around us

Thank you for making our school your home.

Amen

Follow the school on social 
media to keep up to date on 

what is happening in and around 
school!

Facebook: 
@StJamesCofEBlackburn 

Twitter: @st_blackburn

Please note that you don’t need 
to have an account to view our 

social media pages.

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn
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