
It really does feel as though the term is 
properly up and running now. The children are 
settled, routines are established and there is 
plenty happening across school. Over the next 
few weeks, we have Parents’ Evenings, 
Harvest services, our Reception Open Days 
for families looking ahead to September 2027, 
the school photographer, and even a Space 
Day lunch thrown in for good measure. I’m not 
entirely sure who came up with “Meteor 
Meatball Marinara” and “Solar Spaghetti”, but I 
admire the commitment to the theme! 

A quick reminder that Parents’ Evening 
appointments are now available to book 
through the School Spider app. These 
meetings are always really valuable and give 
you a chance to talk properly with your child’s 
teacher about how they are getting on, what 
they are enjoying and where we can all work 
together to support them further. If you have 
not booked yet, please do so as soon as you 
can. 

You will also see another section about 
attendance in this week’s newsletter and, yes, 
I know, I do keep going on about it! I apologise 
in advance, but it is simply too important not 
to. 

Every day in school matters. Missing even a 
small amount of time can quickly add up, and 
children learn best when they are here 
regularly, on time, feeling part of their class 
and able to keep up with what is happening. 
Good attendance is not just about figures on 
a spreadsheet, it is about giving children the 
best possible chance to succeed, build 
friendships, develop confidence and enjoy 
everything school has to offer. So, I will 
probably keep mentioning it... and I make no 
promises that this will be the last time! 

Harvest is also just around the corner. Our 
services will take place at church on 
Wednesday 7th October, with Reception and 
KS1 at 9:30am and KS2 at 10:00am. As 
always, we will be collecting non-perishable 
food to support local food banks, with tinned 
tomatoes particularly welcome this year. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued 
support.

Have a lovely weekend.

Mr Stitcher

Friday 25th Sept



PARENTS EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE NOW

Just a reminder that Parents Evening appointments, on either Wednesday 21st or 
Thursday 22nd October, are now available to book via the school spider app. We 
encourage all parents and carers to book an appointment, as this provides an 
important opportunity to discuss your child's progress, celebrate their 
achievements, and address any questions or concerns with their teachers. 

If you have not yet reserved a slot, please log into the app and book your 
appointment as soon as possible. If you require any assistance, please contact the 
school office.

Changes to KS1 Morning Drop-Off Arrangements

To support the safety and safeguarding of all pupils, parents and carers of children 
in Year 1 and Year 2 will no longer be able to enter the KS1 playground during the 
morning drop-off period.

Children should be brought to the KS1 playground gate, where they will be 
welcomed by a member of staff and can then make their way into school as 
normal. Any messages for class teachers can be passed to the staff member on 
duty at the gate or communicated via the school office.

Please note that afternoon collection arrangements remain unchanged, and 
parents should continue to collect their children as normal at the end of the school 
day.

We appreciate that this is a change to our usual routine, but these arrangements 
are being introduced to help us maintain a safe, secure and calm start to the 
school day for all children.

Thank you for your understanding and support in helping us to keep our school 
environment safe for everyone.



Thursday 1 October 2026

Thursday 1 October 2026

Space Day Lunch (see poster)

Year 5R Parent Worship (8:50am)

Wednesday 7 October 2026
Harvest Services in Church (Reception & 
KS1: 9:30am, KS2: 10:00am)

Wednesday 7 October 2026
Reception 2027 School Open Day 
(1:30pm)

Thursday 15 October 2026
Reception 2027 School Open Day 
(9:30am)

Wednesday 21 October 2026 School Photographer in School

Wednesday 21 & Thursday 22 October 2026

Thursday 22 October 2026

Friday 23 October 2026

Monday 2 November 2026

Parents' Evening

Year 1F Parent Worship (8:50am)

Closure after school

School re-opens







Harvest Appeal and Church Service

Once again, we are approaching the season of Harvest.  At 
school, the children will be learning about this through Worship 
and Religious Education. 
We are pleased to confirm we will be holding our Harvest 
Services in Church on Wednesday 7th October. The Reception 
and KS1 service will be at 9:30am and the KS2 service will be at 
10:00am. Parents are welcome to attend either or both 
services. There is limited room available so please inform the 
school office if you wish to attend.
Each year we collect food for people who may need extra help, 
and we hold those less fortunate in our thoughts and prayers. 
We are appealing for donations of non-perishable items of 
food for this special event, such as tins or packets(specifically 
tinned tomatoes).  Donations should be brought in to school 
before Tuesday 13th October.
The food collected will be donated to local food banks.

Thank you for your cooperation.













Just a reminder that the Government is expanding Free 
School Meal eligibility. As part of these changes, all families 
currently receiving Free School Meals must reapply to 
continue their entitlement from September. These changes 
also mean that more families may now be eligible. If you do 
not apply, your child may not receive Free School Meals 
from September. To reapply or see if you are eligible, please 
use the link below:
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_M
eals_(NEW).aspx
If you need any help, please contact the school office. 
Thank you.

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx
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Class Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8

Reception 

RM and 

RW

Friday 4th 

Sep

Friday 11th 

September

Friday 18th 

September

Friday 25th 

September

Friday 2nd 

October

Friday 9th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Friday October

Year 1

1F and 1A

Monday 7th 

September

 8th 

September

Monday 

14th 

September

Wednesday 

9th 

September

Monday 14th

September

Wednesday 

16th 

September

Monday 21st  

September

Wednesday 

23rd 

 September

Monday 28th 

September

Wednesday 

30th 

September

Monday 12th 

October

Wednesday 

14th October

Monday 12th 

October

Wednesday 14th 

October

Monday 

October

Wednesday 

October

Year 2

2H and 2K

Tuesday -

no PE

Thursday 

3rd

September

Tuesday 8th 

September

Thursday 

10th 

September

Tuesday 15th 

September 

Thursday 17th 

September

Tuesday 22nd   

September 

Thursday 24th 

September

Tuesday 29th 

September

Thursday 1st 

October

Tuesday 6th 

October

Thursday 8th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October

Thursday 15th   

October

Tuesday 

October

Thursday   

October

Year 3 

3M and 

3A

Monday- 

No PE

Thursday 

3rd 

September

Thursday 

10th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Thursday 17th 

September

Thursday 24th 

September

Monday 28th 

September 

Thursday 1st 

October

Thursday 8th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 15th 

October

Monday 

October

Thursday 

October

Year 4

4W and 

4L

Monday -

No PE

Wednesday 

2nd 

September

Wednesday 

9th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Wednesday 

16th 

September

Wednesday 

23rd 

September

Monday 28th 

September

Wednesday 

30th 

September

Wednesday 7th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 14th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 14th 

October

Year 5

5B and 5R

Friday 4th 

September

Monday 7th 

September

Friday 11th 

September

Friday 18th 

September

Monday 21st 

September

Friday 25th 

September

Friday 2nd 

October

Monday 5th 

October

Friday 9th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Year 6

6M and 

6V

Tuesday- 

No PE

Monday 7th 

September

Tuesday 8th 

September

Tuesday 15th 

September

Monday 21st 

September

Tuesday 22nd 

September

Tuesday 29th 

September

Monday 5th 

October

Tuesday 6th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October

PE Dates

 Please note the upcoming PE dates for your child’s class. On these days, children 
should come to school wearing their PE kit. If your child has recently had their ears 
pierced, earrings must be removed before school.





WHO WILL BE THE WINNERS NEXT WEEK?

RW 94.2%
RM 97.3%
1F 97.9%
1A 94.3%
2K 98.0%
2H 95.0%
3A 91.2%
3M 99.2%
4L 98.1%
4W 98.2%
5B 97.4%
5R 95.9%
6M 95.9%
6V 93.3%

95% 
and 

above

90% - 
94.9%

Below 
90%

If your child is absent due to illness, the office must be informed before 8:35am on that day



Pre-School & Nursery Syed Luqman H, Fayha I, Anabia A & Zayaan M

RM Shayaan J & Aydaan A RW Yahya M & Aimna Ilyas

1A Muhammed A. Y & Halima L 1F Zanib F & Aaminah G

2H
M. Ilyas & P. Hryshchuck

2K Aisha K & All of 2K

3A M Adam B & Haleema A 3M Feroz K & Ibrahim S

4W Hassnain A & Hawwa A 4L Aysha K & Zara A

5B Shehryaar S & Hassan A 5R Zoya B & Amreha F

6V Haniya H & Yahya H 6M Nafia Z & Muhammad M

St. James’ Stars of the Week!
Well done everyone, we are very proud of you. Who will be receiving a 
certificate next week?



This week, we started to learn about harvest. We 
learned the importance of giving to others and 
helping people. We learned about the colours of 
autumn leaves and we created autumn trees using 
those colours.

We will be 
continuing our 
focus on harvest 
next week. Can we 
talk about how 
different fruits and 
vegetables grow 
and how they are 
harvested? 

This week the children in Reception have been 
drawing their own pictures linking to the story 
'Goldilocks and the Three bears'. The children have 
learn new vocabulary related to the story- guzzle, 
demolished, cramped and slumber. See if your 
child can tell you what they mean. Well done 
Reception! 

Polite reminder to send 
in family photos to the 
school office to go in 
our class family album. 
Please email 
office@stjames.blackburn
.sch.uk. 

It is great practice for 
the children to talk 
about these 
photographs.  Thank 
you :)



This week in English, we started our new class 
read, The Gruffalo! The children have really enjoyed 
getting to know the characters and have had lots of 
fun reading and acting out the story. 

Please read with your child at least 
3 times a week and record this in 
their reading record.

A polite reminder that children 
should not wear jewellery on PE 
days (Monday and Wednesday). 
Please ensure all jewellery is 
removed before coming to school.

Please could your child bring in a 
cardboard box for our upcoming 
DT project. The children will be 
using these to build their own 
Tudor house.

Thank you for your continued 
support.

What a busy week we have had in Year 2!

In English the children have had a go at planning 
their own innovated story based on 'The Jolly 
Postman', we can't wait to read their final 
creations.

A big well done to 2K who performed their parent 
worship all about Fairtrade Fortnight, you were all 
incredible and should be very proud of yourselves. 

The children have now started to 
bring their reading books and 
reading records home. Please 
ensure you are reading with them 
and signing their planner at least 3 
times a week. 

The children also have their spelling 
logbook and purple homework 
books. Please encourage them to 
practice their spellings and explore 
some of the homework tasks. 

If you have any problems or queries, 
please come and speak to your 
child's class teacher.



Year 3 have had a brilliant week this week. In 
English we have been exploring vocabulary 
and in Maths we have started addition and 
subtraction. Year 3 enjoyed creating their 
own balanced meal in science this week. 

Please ensure 
children are 
reading and books 
are being signed 3 
times a week.

The children have had another great week. 

In English, they continued reading the book 'Wave 
Me Goodbye'. They wrote a range of sentence types 
using the main character from the story.  There 
were some excellent examples!

In Maths, the children looked at the place value of 
numbers up to 10,000. They were able to say how 
many digits you need when working in thousands 
and recognise the value of each digit. 

A polite reminder that children 
should be reading at least three 
times each week. Please 
remember to record each reading 
session in your child’s reading 
record and include a short 
comment, your signature and the 
date. This really helps us to keep 
track of their reading and 
celebrate their progress!

PE will be on Monday and 
Wednesday next week. Please 
remove earrings on both of these 
days. 



What a fantastic week Year 5 have had! They have worked extremely hard 
in handball, focusing on perfecting their skills and developing their 
confidence when playing. It has been wonderful to see their determination 
and enthusiasm throughout our sessions.

In Art, the children enjoyed their first attempt at sketching in the style of 
David Hockney. They experimented with different techniques and were 
excited to see their ideas develop on the page.

We have also thoroughly enjoyed reading Chapter 7 of Street Child. The 
children are completely engrossed in Jim’s story and are eagerly 
anticipating finding out whether he will manage to escape from the 
workhouse! There have been lots of predictions and lively discussions 
about what might happen next.

Please encourage your child/children to 
continue reading at least three times 
each week. Regular reading makes such 
a difference to their vocabulary, 
comprehension and confidence, and we 
love hearing about the books they are 
enjoying!

Please also remember to complete your 
Century Tech nuggets each week. These 
short activities are a great way for the 
children to consolidate their learning and 
identify areas they may need to practise 
further.

Thank you, as always, for your continued 
support and encouragement at home. It 
really does make a difference!

This week, Year 6 have been practicing how to 
identify and generate multiples of different numbers, 
as well as finding the factors of a number. They 
have also been exploring the relationship between 
factors and multiples and using our knowledge to 
spot patterns and make connections.

In English, they have started answering 
comprehension questions using inference, similar to 
the style of questions they may encounter in their 
SATs.

Please support your 
child with their 
homework in their 
purple book and also 
on Century Tech.



Dear God

Help us to love the world we live in.

Help us to have the courage to be exceptional in all we do.

Help us to respect the people around us

Thank you for making our school your home.

Amen

Follow the school on social 
media to keep up to date on 

what is happening in and around 
school!

Facebook: 
@StJamesCofEBlackburn 

Twitter: @st_blackburn

Please note that you don’t need 
to have an account to view our 

social media pages.

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn
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