
So, it looks like summer is well and truly
over!

We’ve only been back a couple of weeks,
but already, we are looking ahead to some
important dates for your diary.

Firstly, in the morning of Wednesday 7th
October, we will be holding our Harvest
Service at the church. As always, we
welcome our parents to come and join in
the celebration with us.

At 1:30 pm, also, on Wednesday 7th
October, we will be holding the first of our
open afternoons for parents of children
starting school in Reception in September
2027. If you, or someone you know, would
like to come and find out what makes our
school so special, please do join us – no
appointment necessary!

And if you can’t make that date, don’t
worry! We will be holding a second open
morning on Thursday 15th October at 9:30
am. We do hope to see as many
prospective parents as possible!

And then, on Wednesday 21st and

Thursday 22nd October, we will be holding
our first parent/teacher meetings of the
year. It’s a chance for you to meet your
child’s teacher and find out all about the
progress your child has made already this
year! There will also be examples of our
amazing school dinners to view, and we
are hoping to have a used uniform sale
where you will be able to pick up pre-loved
school uniform for bargain prices – think
of it as ‘Vinted’ without the annoying In-
Post lockers!

And finally, just the usual reminder about
attendance and punctuality! Please help
your child by ensuring they are in school
on time every day. It is not a nice feeling
arriving late – I should know… those road
works on Preston New Road and Revidge
Fold are making me later than I’d like to be
every day!

Have a lovely weekend. Let’s hope the
weather improves!

Mr Stitcher

Friday 18th Sept



Important Changes to Morning Drop-Off Arrangements for KS1

To support the safety and safeguarding of all pupils, parents and 
carers of children in Year 1 and Year 2 will no longer be able to 
enter the KS1 playground during the morning drop-off period.

Children should be brought to the KS1 playground gate, where 
they will be welcomed by a member of staff and can then make 
their way into school as normal. Any messages for class teachers 
can be passed to the staff member on duty at the gate or 
communicated via the school office.

Please note that afternoon collection arrangements remain 
unchanged, and parents should continue to collect their 
children as normal at the end of the school day.

We appreciate that this is a change to our usual routine, but 
these arrangements are being introduced to help us maintain a 
safe, secure and calm start to the school day for all children.

Thank you for your understanding and support in helping us to 
keep our school environment safe for everyone.



Tuesday 22 September 2026 Coding Day Lunch (see poster)

Thursday 24 September 2026 Year 2K Parent Worship (8:50am)

Thursday 1 October 2026

Thursday 1 October 2026

Space Day Lunch (see poster)

Year 5R Parent Worship (8:50am)

Wednesday 7 October 2026
Harvest Services in Church (Reception & 
KS1: 9:30am, KS2: 10:00am)

Wednesday 7 October 2026
Reception 2027 School Open Day 
(1:30pm)

Thursday 15 October 2026
Reception 2027 School Open Day 
(9:30am)

Wednesday 21 October 2026
School Photographer in School

Wednesday 21 & Thursday 22 October 
2026

Thursday 22 October 2026

Parents' Evening

Year 1F Parent Worship (8:50am)



















Just a reminder that the Government is expanding Free 
School Meal eligibility. As part of these changes, all families 
currently receiving Free School Meals must reapply to 
continue their entitlement from September. These changes 
also mean that more families may now be eligible. If you do 
not apply, your child may not receive Free School Meals 
from September. To reapply or see if you are eligible, please 
use the link below:
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_M
eals_(NEW).aspx
If you need any help, please contact the school office. 
Thank you.

https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx
https://www.blackburn.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Free_School_Meals_(NEW).aspx








.

 PE Dates

Please note the upcoming PE dates for your child’s class. On these days, children should come to school wearing 

their PE kit. 

If your child has recently had their ears pierced, earrings must be removed before school.

Class Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8

Reception 

RM and RW

Friday 4th 

Sep

Friday 11th 

September

Friday 18th 

September

Friday 25th 

September

Friday 2nd 

October
Friday 9th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Friday October

Year 1

1F and 1A

Monday 7th 

September

 8th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Wednesday 

9th 

September

Monday 14th

September

Wednesday 

16th 

September

Monday 21st  

September

Wednesday 

23rd 

 September

Monday 5th 

October

Wednesday 7th 

September

Monday 12th 

October

Wednesday 14th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Wednesday 14th 

October

Monday October

Wednesday 

October

Year 2

2H and 2K

Tuesday -no 

PE

Thursday 

3rd

September

Tuesday 8th 

September

Thursday 

10th 

September

Tuesday 15th 

September 

Thursday 17th 

September

Tuesday 22nd   

September 

Thursday 24th 

September

Tuesday 29th 

September

Thursday 1st 

October

Tuesday 6th 

October

Thursday 8th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October

Thursday 15th   

October

Tuesday October

Thursday   

October

Year 3 

3M and 3A

Monday- No 

PE

Thursday 

3rd 

September

Thursday 

10th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Thursday 17th 

September

Thursday 24th 

September

Monday 28th 

September 

Thursday 1st 

October

Thursday 8th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 15th 

October

Monday October

Thursday 

October

Year 4

4W and 4L

Monday -No 

PE

Wednesday 

2nd 

September

Wednesday 

9th 

September

Monday 14th 

September

Wednesday 

16th September

Wednesday 

23rd September

Monday 28th 

September

Wednesday 

30th September

Wednesday 7th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 14th 

October

Monday 12th 

October

Thursday 14th 

October

Year 5

5B and 5R

Friday 4th 

September

Monday 7th 

September

Friday 11th 

September

Friday 18th 

September

Monday 21st 

September

Friday 25th 

September

Friday 2nd 

October
Monday 5th 

October

Friday 9th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Friday 16th 

October

Year 6

6M and 6V

Tuesday- 

No PE

Monday 7th 

September

Tuesday 8th 

September

Tuesday 15th 

September

Monday 21st 

September

Tuesday 22nd 

September

Tuesday 29th 

September
Monday 5th 

October

Tuesday 6th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October

Tuesday 13th 

October





WHO WILL BE THE WINNERS NEXT WEEK?

RW 93.6%
RM 98.5%
1F 98.0%
1A 95.2%
2K 94.7% 
2H 96.0%
3A 86.7%
3M 98.9%
4L 98.6%
4W 98.0%
5B 94.3%
5R 95.3%
6M 95.5%
6V 92.9%

95% 
and 

above

90% - 
94.9%

Below 
90%

If your child is absent due to illness, the office must be informed before 08:35 on that day.



Pre-School & Nursery Brianna G, Arianna G, Arayah K & Ahmed P 

RM M. Rayyan P & M. Uzair S RW Shahd J & Sumayyah G

1A Haleemah M & Abdullah M 1F Aisha B & Ayaan P

2H Meela B & Harris S 2K Noman A & Ahmad P 

3A M. Adam B & Khadijah A 3M Abeer S & Amnah H

4W Eesha Y & Fatima M 4L Aaysha C & Dawood A

5B Issa P & M.Ibrahim P 5R Mahir K & Landy H

6V Haris A & Hosino S 6M Yusha S & Haleema Y

St. James’ Stars of the Week!
Well done everyone, we are very proud of you. Who will be receiving a 
certificate next week?



We have had an amazing week, reading Goldilocks and the 3 
bears.

We have enjoyed feeding porridge to the bears. We have created 
some autumn leaves and learned a new autumn song.

Please can we remember to label all children's items and bring in 
nappy bags with nappies, wipes and a change of clothes if 
needed.

We are continuing to focus on autumn next week. Can we spot 
anything related to this season during the weekend?

This week we have started some formal 
learning. In English we have been 
looking at 'We're going on a bear hunt.' In 
phonics we have looked at the sounds, 
m, a, s, d and t. Please can you practice 
these at home.

Please can you 
continue to read 
with your child at 
least 3 times a 
week.



It has been another busy and exciting week in Year 1!

This week in RE, we have been learning about the importance of the 
Harvest Festival and thinking about why people celebrate harvest and 
give thanks for the food we have. In DT, we have been learning about 
the different parts of a Tudor house. We then used what we have 
learned to begin planning the exterior of our own Tudor houses. In 
English, we have been generating sentences and developing our 
sentence-writing skills. We have been focusing on remembering to 
use capital letters, finger spaces and full stops in our writing. 

Well done, Year 1, for another fantastic week of learning!

Our PE days are Monday and Wednesday. 
Please ensure that your child comes to 
school wearing the correct PE uniform on 
these days and that all jewellery has been 
removed. Children should only wear their PE 
kit on PE days and should wear their normal 
school uniform on all other days.  If you 
would like your child to receive school milk, 
please speak to the school office for 
information about how to order. They will be 
happy to help if you are unsure.  As part of 
our DT project, the children will be creating 
their own Tudor houses. Please could you 
send in a cardboard box with your child for 
them to use as part of their model.  Please 
practise the weekly spellings with your child 
at home in preparation for their spelling test 
every Friday. Regular practice will help your 
child to remember and use the words 
confidently. Thank you for your support!

This week, the children have been busy innovating their own 
version of The Jolly Postman. They have enjoyed creating 
their own fairytale characters and imagining exciting new 
places for the postman to visit. We have been so impressed 
by their creativity, fantastic ideas and hard work!

In Maths, the children have been working hard on place 
value and partitioning numbers. They have been developing 
their understanding of how numbers are made up and using 
different ways to represent and partition them. We are very 
proud of the effort they have shown!

P.E. will take place every Tuesday 
and Thursday. Please ensure your 
child comes to school with the 
correct P.E. kit on these days.

Homework will be sent home this 
week and should be completed and 
returned by Wednesday.

Please support your child in 
learning their weekly spellings, 
which are recorded in their 
logbook. Regular practice at home 
will help to build their confidence 
and develop their spelling skills.



This week, we have continued with our place 
value in mathematics, adding up to 100 
more or less. In English, the children have 
created their own medicine (written) using 
powerful adjectives. 

Please may children 
come to school for PE 
in the correct footwear 
and trousers. Many 
children have been 
wearing school shoes 
for PE which doesn't 
provide great stability 
when running or 
jumping.

We have had another busy week in Year 4! In English, 
we have started reading Wave Me Goodbye - a novel 
set in Britain during the Second World War. We have 
been exploring the story and learning about different 
sentence types. In Maths, we have been developing our 
understanding of place value and using number lines 
to work with numbers up to 1,000. In Science, we have 
been constructing electrical circuits and identifying the 
difference between complete and incomplete circuits. 
In PE, we have been developing our football skills, 
focusing on dribbling, passing and teamwork.

Please remember that 
children must either 
remove their earrings for 
PE or cover them securely 
with surgical tape.

Homework will be sent 
out every Friday moving 
forward and should be 
completed and returned 
by the following 
Thursday.



Year 5 have had a fantastic week of learning! We have thoroughly 
enjoyed our English learning, where we have been writing non-
chronological reports about Victorian workhouses. The children have 
worked hard to research information, organize their ideas and use a 
range of features to make their reports informative and engaging. In 
math's, we have really got stuck in and persevered when faced with 
challenges involving partitioning numbers up to 1,000,000. It has been 
wonderful to see the children developing their confidence and resilience 
when tackling tricky problems. We have also worked hard to complete 
our Star Reading assessments, showing great effort and determination. 
In music, we have enjoyed listening to and exploring a classic Bon Jovi 
song, developing our understanding of rhythm, melody and 
performance. Well done, Year 5, for another brilliant week! We are very 
proud of your hard work, enthusiasm and positive attitudes towards 
learning. Keep it up!

Please remember to wear 
PE kits only on PE days 
(every Friday's and 
Monday's on even weeks - 
check the newsletter for 
dates)

This week, the children completed their first set of 
mock tests, giving them the opportunity to experience 
the assessment process and show what they have 
learned so far. They worked hard and showed great 
focus, resilience and determination.

The children also took part in their first Year 6 Parents' 
Worship. They performed with confidence, enthusiasm 
and clear voices, and it was wonderful to see them 
sharing their learning with our school community.

Please continue to support 
your child at home by 
encouraging them to 
complete their homework 
regularly and spending time 
practicing key skills on 
Century Tech. A little practice 
each week will help build 
confidence, strengthen their 
understanding and prepare 
them for their upcoming 
assessments. Thank you for 
your continued support!



Dear God

Help us to love the world we live in.

Help us to have the courage to be exceptional in all we do.

Help us to respect the people around us

Thank you for making our school your home.

Amen

Follow the school on social media to 
keep up to date on what is happening 

in and around school!

Facebook: @StJamesCofEBlackburn 

Twitter: @st_blackburn

Please note that you don’t need to 
have an account to view our social 

media pages.

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn
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