
That was a hot week! A big thank you to 
everyone for your understanding as we 
dealt with the hot weather.

We are fortunate to have some air-
conditioned classrooms, and the 
children have been really sensible
ensuring they drink a lot and avoiding 
running around in the sunshine during 
their reduced outside break times.

We also acquired 10 more fans to help 
circulate the air. They’ll come in handy 
for next year when it might be warm for 
a couple more days!

I am delighted to share with you some 
exciting news! We have had some 
results back from our end of year 
assessments.

Let’s start off with the Year 4 
Multiplication Check – you may 
remember in 2024, we had 63% of our 
children getting full marks – this put us 
in the top 2% of the country!! Last year, 
we beat that again with 78%. That 
makes this year’s results even more 

amazing! This year, 82% of our children 
achieved full marks! A huge 
congratulations to our Year 4 children 
and the staff who supported them!

I’m also thrilled to inform you that 90% 
of our Year 1 children passed their 
phonics screening! This is way above 
the national average and our highest 
result in years! A big well done the 
children and to our Year 1 staff for their 
hard work

On top of that, we have just found out 
that 71% of children are leaving 
Reception with a Good Level of 
Development (GLD)! Again, this 
represents a significant achievement
and we are very proud of our children 
and Reception staff!

All-in-all, it’s already shaping up to a 
massively successful year!! Well done 
everyone! 

Have a lovely weekend!

Mr D. Stitcher

Friday 26th June 2026



Thursday 2nd July
New Reception & Whole school transition day

Wednesday 8th July 
Summer Fair @ 2:30pm
 
Thursday 9th July 
Parent and Child, Teddy Bear’s Picnic

Tuesday 14th July
Year 6 Show 1pm – 3pm KS2 hall 

Wednesday 15th July
EYC Graduation KS2 hall @ 10:30am & 2:15pm

Friday 17th July 
Year 6 Graduation  KS2 Hall @ 1:00pm – 3pm









Holiday Activities and Food programme (HAF) – New System

Blackburn with Darwen Council have partnered with 
HolidayActivities to send HAF vouchers to eligible families 
(children in eligible for pupil premium). Vouchers will be issued on 
26th June 2026 and sent via email. Please make sure the email 
address school has recorded for you is correct.

A parent guide on how to use the new system can be found here: 
https://help.holidayactivities.com/hc/engb/articles/33548569534
237-Parent-Guide

https://help.holidayactivities.com/hc/engb/articles/33548569534237-Parent-Guide
https://help.holidayactivities.com/hc/engb/articles/33548569534237-Parent-Guide
https://help.holidayactivities.com/hc/engb/articles/33548569534237-Parent-Guide
https://help.holidayactivities.com/hc/engb/articles/33548569534237-Parent-Guide
https://help.holidayactivities.com/hc/engb/articles/33548569534237-Parent-Guide
https://help.holidayactivities.com/hc/engb/articles/33548569534237-Parent-Guide


Reminder: After School Club Ending & Breakfast Club Update

We would like to remind families that our After School Club 
will be ending on 17th July 2026.

Unfortunately, due to the end of government funding and low 
attendance numbers, we are no longer able to continue 
offering this provision from September. This has been a very 
difficult decision, and we appreciate the impact it may have 
on families. We are truly grateful for the support we’ve 
received and for the opportunity to work with our school 
community.

Following a recent review, our Breakfast Club will continue, 
but please note it will start slightly later, at 7:20am each day 
from 1st September. The price will remain at £2.50 per child 
per day, which continues to be heavily subsidised by the 
school.

If you require any further information, please contact the 
main office at:
office@stjames.blackburn.sch.uk





AUTUMN TERM 2025
  
INSET 1 & 2
Re-open on  
Closure after School  
Mid Term Closure   
Re-open on  
Closure after school on
INSET 3

Number of openings 75

  
Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd September 2025
Wednesday 3rd September 2025
Friday 24th October 2025

Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October 2025 (inc)  
Monday 3rd November 2025

Thursday 18th December 2025
Friday 19th December 2025

SPRING TERM 2026
 
INSET 4
Re-open on 
Closure after School 
Mid Term Closure 
Re-open on 
Closure after school on 
 
Number of openings 55

 
Monday 5th January 2026
Tuesday 6th January 2026
Friday 13th February 2026

Monday 16th February – Friday 20th February 2026 (inc) 
Monday 23rd February 2026
Friday 27th March 2026 

SUMMER TERM 2026
 
Re-open on 
May Day Closure 
Closure after School 
Mid Term Closure 
Re-open on  
Closure after school 
INSET 5
 

Number of openings 65

 
Monday 13th April 2026
Monday 4th May 2026
Friday 22nd May 2026

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 2026 (inc) 
Monday 1st June 2026
Friday 17th July 2026
Monday 20th July 2026

ST JAMES’ SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY PATTERN 2025/2026
 
  
  



PE Dates

Please note the upcoming PE dates for your child’s class. On these days, 

children should come to school wearing their PE kit. If your child has their 

ears pierced, earrings must be removed before school.

Class Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Reception 

RK and RW

Friday 5th 

June

Friday 12th 

June

Friday 19th 

June

Friday 26th 

June

Friday 3rd 

July
Friday

Year 1

1F and 1M

Monday 1st 

June

Tuesday

Monday 8th 

June

Tuesday 9th 

June

Monday 15th 

June

Tuesday 16th 

June

Monday 22nd 

June

Tuesday 23rd 

June

Monday 29th 

June

Tuesday 

30th June

Monday 

Tuesday

Year 2

2A and 2K

Wednesday 

3rd June 

Thursday 4th 

June

Wednesday 

10th June

Thursday 11th 

June

Wednesday 

17th June

Thursday 

18th June

Wednesday 

24th June 

Thursday 

25th June

Wednesday 

1st July

Thursday 

2nd July

Wednesday 

Thursday

Year 3 

3L and 3S

Monday 1st 

June

Wednesday 

3rd June

Wednesday 

10th June

Monday 15th 

June

Wednesday 

17th June

Wednesday 

24th June

Monday 29th 

June

Wednesday 

1st July

Wednesday

Year 4

4A and 4R

Monday 1st 

June

Thursday 4th 

June

Thursday 11th 

June

Monday 15th 

June

Thursday 

18th June

Thursday 

25th June

Monday 29th 

June

Thursday 

2nd July

Thursday

Year 5

5B and 5M

Friday 5th 

June

Monday 8th 

June

Friday 12th 

June

Friday 19th 

June

Monday 22nd 

June

Friday 26th 

June

Friday 3rd 

July
Monday

Friday

Year 6

6H and 6V

Tuesday 2nd 

June

Monday 8th 

June

Tuesday 9th 

June

Tuesday 16th 

June

Monday 22nd 

June

Tuesday 23rd 

June

Tuesday 

30th June
Monday 

Tuesday



WHO WILL BE THE WINNERS NEXT WEEK?

RG 94.5%
RW 95.5%
1F 93.2%
1M 97.5%
2A 95.5% 
2K 94.3%
3L 97.1%
3S 94.0%
4A 93.9%
4R 98.0%
5B 100.0%
5M 94.8%
6H 93.7%
6V 98.0%

95% 
and 

above

90% - 
94.9%

Below 
90%

If your child is absent due to illness, the office must be informed before 08:35 on that day.



Pre-School & Nursery Eric A, Fayha I, Hasnain R & Mikael I

RG
Aisha B. & Muhammad 

Shahzain S.
RW Fatima S & Musa H

1M M.Azaan A & M. Momin J 1F Zayn Y & Ahmad Maksud P 

2A Saarah P and Amnah H 2K
Juwarriya M & Muhammed 

Ayaan M.

3S Sarim A & Ayat AA 3L Hamza A & Fatima YM

4R
Maryam K & Mohammed Issa 

H
4A Aiza R & Haadi F

5B Abdullah V & Yahya S 5M Huzaifa M & Salma A

6V Safa M  &  Bilal B 6H Subhana S & Fatima T

St. James’ Stars of the Week!
Well done everyone, we are very proud of you. Who will be receiving a 
certificate next week?



 

This week in nursery we have looked at Dinosaurs again! The children 
have been keeping cool in the sunshine in the water pools and making 
their own waterslides. We have been staying hydrated and enjoying the 
shade of the treehouse. We have been exploring paint to make 
Dinosaurs in the expressive art and design area. We have also 
continued learning about short, tall and tallest during group time. The 
children have enjoyed following step by step drawings and created their 
own Dinosaurs. 

N/A

This week the children enjoyed observing the changes in 
our plants, fruits and vegetables. Some of the strawberries 
in our discovery area were ready to harvest. The children 
enjoyed tasting these and told us, 'they are sweet, juicy and 
delicious because they are fresh!'. As the weather has been 
warmer than usual we have discussed different climates 
and how to keep safe in warmer temperatures. The 
children were particularly engaged our foot spas and 
increased water play this week. We have continued our 
work on different habits including jungles and animals.

Please send in book bags daily 
and sign reading planners 
daily. It is important that 
children are dressed and 
prepared for the weather. In 
warmer temperatures it is 
important that suncream is 
applied in a morning, no vests 
or layers and water bottles are 
sent in. Thanks for your 
continued support."



Well done to all the children in Year 1 this week who have 
completed their independent writing of a modern version of 
the tradition story 'The Three Little Pigs'. Ask your child how 
they made the story more modern.

Unfortunately,  due to 
unforeseen circumstances 
1F's parent worship on 2nd 
July has been cancelled. 

What a fantastic and busy week we have had in Year 2.In Maths, the 
children have been diving into statistics, using pictograms, tally charts and 
bar charts to sort, compare and interpret data like real mathematicians! In 
Science, they have been exploring microhabitats and became mini beast 
experts as they designed and created their very own bug hotels. They 
carefully thought about what mini beasts need to survive and used natural 
materials such as bark, leaves and flowers to bring their creations to life.  
In English, the children impressed us with their creativity as they wrote 
fantastic innovated stories based on The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch, 
using exciting ideas and adventurous vocabulary.  In Art, they have been 
developing their drawing skills by creating detailed self-portraits in the 
style of Leonardo da Vinci, showing great focus, observation and artistic 
flair."

Please ensure children come to 
school with sun cream applied, 
as well as a water bottle and a 
cap or sunhat to help them stay 
safe and comfortable in warmer 
weather. We also ask that you 
continue to support your child by 
listening to them read at least 
three times a week, as this 
makes a significant difference to 
their progress and confidence. 
Thank you for your continued 
support.



"It has been a busy and challenging week in Year 3, especially with the 
hot weather. The children have worked incredibly hard and shown great 
perseverance while completing their NFER tests. We are very proud of 
the effort and positive attitude they have shown throughout the week.In 
English, we have been writing our own reimagined versions of The 
Three Little Pigs. The children enjoyed putting their own creative twist 
on the story and have produced some fantastic pieces of writing.We 
have also taken some time to reflect on our achievements and 
successes in Year 3. The children have thought about how much they 
have learned this year and discussed their hopes and goals as they 
prepare to move into Year 4.With Transition Day approaching, there is a 
growing sense of excitement about the next stage of their learning 
journey. We are looking forward to helping the children finish Year 3 
strongly and feel confident about the move to Year 4."

If you have not already 
done so, please return 
your child's Blackburn 
Museum trip permission 
slip as soon as possible, 
as the visit is due to take 
place next Wednesday.

It's been an enjoyable week of learning in Year 4 despite 
the sweltering heat. In English, we began our new text, 
"What a Waste" by Jess French, focusing on how we can 
care for our world. Students wrote postcards from the 
Earth, created house adverts for energy-efficient homes, 
and developed their sentence skills using formal 
connective phrases. In maths, we started a new topic on 
shape, where we learned about and compared different 
angles and explored various types of triangles. Lastly, in 
geography, we studied different bodies of water, 
comparing two significant ones in Egypt: the Aswan Dam 
and the Suez Canal.

Please sign your child's reading diary to 
confirm that you have read together at 
least three times this week. 
Additionallly, please ensure that the 
maths homework is completed by next 
Friday.



Despite the scorching temperatures this week, the children have 
put in huge efforts into their end of year assessments. The results 
are showing that their hard work and perseverance this year has 
paid off and you should all be proud of their efforts. Remind your 
children to keep working hard for the last few weeks.

N/A

" Please continue to send your child 
with a named water bottle, a sun hat or 
cap, and sunscreen applied before 
school where appropriate. The children 
have also been given letters regarding 
our Year 6 celebration trip to Kings 
Castle and Ten Pin Bowling. Please 
ensure that the completed forms are 
returned to school as soon as possible. 
A gentle reminder to please ensure 
your child brings their swimming kit on 
their swimming day.  We would also be 
grateful if any outstanding consent 
slips and payments for the bowling trip 
could be returned as soon as possible. 
Thank you for your support."

The rehearsals for the Year 6 Summer Production are going very well. The 
children have been working incredibly hard learning their lines, songs, and 
routines, and we are very proud of their commitment and enthusiasm. We look 
forward to welcoming you to the performance soon.

Year 6 have thoroughly enjoyed the start of their swimming lessons and have 
shown great enthusiasm and determination in the pool. We have also been busy 
preparing for our summer production, learning the songs and practising the 
choreography. The children have worked incredibly hard and are looking forward 
to showcasing their talents.  As we approach the end of their time at St James, 
the children have been reflecting on their many happy memories. They have 
enjoyed reminiscing about their journey through the school and have created a 
PowerPoint presentation to celebrate their experiences and achievements."



Dear God

Help us to love the world we live in.

Help us to have the courage to be exceptional in all we do.

Help us to respect the people around us

Thank you for making our school your home.

Amen

Follow the school on social media to 
keep up to date on what is happening 

in and around school!

Facebook: @StJamesCofEBlackburn 

Twitter: @st_blackburn

Please note that you don’t need to 
have an account to view our social 

media pages.

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn
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