
Firstly, I would like to apologise for the 
cancellation of Sports Days this week. 
Unfortunately, a combination of the 
weather and the state of the field 
prevented us from running it safely. 
However, the advantage of us 
scheduling them so early is that there is 
time for us to re-arrange them for after 
half-term.

Provisionally, we have booked the 
following dates:

Weds 17th June Afternoon: KS1 Sports 
Day

Thursday 18th June Morning: Year 3 and 
Year 4 Sports Day

Thursday 18th June Afternoon: Year 5 
and Year 6 Sports Day

Friday 19th June Morning and 
Afternoon: Pre-school

Obviously, these dates are subject to 
change if the weather lets us down 
again!

Today is the last day of the half-term. 

School closes after school and will re-
open on Monday 1st June 2026.

I hope you all have a lovely half-term 
and Bank Holiday, and I would like to 
wish everyone celebrating Eid al-Adha a 
joyful and peaceful time with family and 
friends.

We look forward to seeing everyone 
back in June for the last half-term of 
this very busy and exciting academic 
year.

Have a lovely weekend.

Mr D. Stitcher

Friday 22nd May 2026



Reminder: After School Club Ending & Breakfast Club Update

We would like to remind families that our After School Club 
will be ending on 17th July 2026.

Unfortunately, due to the end of government funding and low 
attendance numbers, we are no longer able to continue 
offering this provision from September. This has been a very 
difficult decision, and we appreciate the impact it may have 
on families. We are truly grateful for the support we’ve 
received and for the opportunity to work with our school 
community.

Following a recent review, our Breakfast Club will continue, 
but please note it will start slightly later, at 7:20am each day 
from 1st September. The price will remain at £2.50 per child 
per day, which continues to be heavily subsidised by the 
school.

If you require any further information, please contact the 
main office at:
office@stjames.blackburn.sch.uk



Monday 1st June 2026
School Re-open

Monday 1st June – Wednesday 3rd June 2026
Winmarleigh Hall Residential

Tuesday 2nd June 2026
Year 6 Day Trip Outdoor Element, Simonstone

Tuesday 9th June 2026
Year 2 Blackpool Zoo

Thursday 18th June 2026 
New Reception Parent Meeting @ 9am

Thursday 2nd July
 (one-hour slot to be confirmed) - Parent and Child
child’s transition session in school

Thursday 9th July 
(pm–timings to be confirmed) - Parent and Child
Teddy Bear’s Picnic



We are holding a muffin sale for KS2 on Tuesday 2nd June and 
Wednesday 3rd June 2026. The aim of the muffin sale is to 
raise additional funds to support the Year 2 trip to Blackpool in 
June. Each muffin will cost £1. 
There is no pressure for parents/carers to purchase muffins, as 
this is entirely optional. Please note that the muffins will be 
given out as available each day. 

KS2 Muffin Sale 









Please ensure your child brings a standard school book bag 
instead of a rucksack/backpack to school. Due to limited 
storage space on classroom hooks, rucksacks are causing health 
and safety issues. Book bags are required to keep cloakrooms 
tidy and safe. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 



Notice regarding Change of School Milk Supplier for 
KS1 & Early Years Centre

 
We would like to inform you that from Monday 13th April 
2026, the school will be changing our milk supplier to Cool 
Milk.

This change has been made following a review of our current 
provision to ensure we continue to offer high quality products 
while maintaining value for money and reliable service.  The 
milk provided will continue to meet school food standards and 
will remain fresh, appropriately stored and suitable for 
children.

Mid- morning milk provides a much-needed nutritional; boost 
and keeps children hydrated between breakfast and lunch.
Children will receive free milk until the age of 5.  After that, 
they can continue to reap the benefits of fresh mid morning 
milk at a subsided cost.

If you’d like to opt in simply register your child at 
www.coolmilk.com/parents or scan the QR code below to 
register.
Should you have any questions or need help, send us a 
message on www.coolmilk.com/contact or give us a call on 
the number listed below.
Tel: 0800 321 3248

http://www.coolmilk.com/parents
http://www.coolmilk.com/contact


KEY STAGE 1 & EARLY YEARS CENTRE





RENEW YOUR CODE!
Please remember to renew any free childcare codes by signing 

into your childcare choices account and reconfirming your details 
to ensure your child remains eligible for their free early years 

education entitlement. Statutory guidance requires all parents to 
reconfirm their entitlement for each term. We cannot accept 

codes that have not been reconfirmed and approved by BwD. For 
further information please visit

https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working/confirm-details-
up-to-date

Thank you for your support.

https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working/confirm-details-up-to-date
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AUTUMN TERM 2025
  
INSET 1 & 2
Re-open on  
Closure after School  
Mid Term Closure   
Re-open on  
Closure after school on
INSET 3

Number of openings 75

  
Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd September 2025
Wednesday 3rd September 2025
Friday 24th October 2025

Monday 27th October – Friday 31st October 2025 (inc)  
Monday 3rd November 2025

Thursday 18th December 2025
Friday 19th December 2025

SPRING TERM 2026
 
INSET 4
Re-open on 
Closure after School 
Mid Term Closure 
Re-open on 
Closure after school on 
 
Number of openings 55

 
Monday 5th January 2026
Tuesday 6th January 2026
Friday 13th February 2026

Monday 16th February – Friday 20th February 2026 (inc) 
Monday 23rd February 2026
Friday 27th March 2026 

SUMMER TERM 2026
 
Re-open on 
May Day Closure 
Closure after School 
Mid Term Closure 
Re-open on  
Closure after school 
INSET 5
 

Number of openings 65

 
Monday 13th April 2026
Monday 4th May 2026
Friday 22nd May 2026

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 2026 (inc) 
Monday 1st June 2026
Friday 17th July 2026
Monday 20th July 2026

ST JAMES’ SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY PATTERN 2025/2026
 
  
  



PE Dates

Please note the upcoming PE dates for your child’s class. On these days, 

children should come to school wearing their PE kit. If your child has their 

ears pierced, earrings must be removed before school.

Class Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Reception RK 

and RW

Friday 5th 

June

Friday Friday Friday Friday Friday

Year 1

1F and 1M

Monday 1st 

June

Tuesday

Monday

Tuesday

Monday

Tuesday

Monday

Tuesday

Monday

Tuesday

Monday

Tuesday

Year 2

2A and 2K

Wednesday 

3rd June 

Thursday

Wednesday

 Thursday

Wednesday 

Thursday

Wednesday 

Thursday

Wednesday 

Thursday
Wednesday 

Thursday

Year 3 

3L and 3S

Monday 1st 

June

Wednesday 

3rd June

Wednesday Monday 

Wednesday

Wednesday Monday 

Wednesday

Wednesday

Year 4

4A and 4R

Monday 1st 

June

Thursday

Thursday Monday 

Thursday

Thursday Monday 

Thursday
Thursday

Year 5

5B and 5M

Friday 5th 

June

Monday

Friday

Friday Monday

Friday

Friday Monday

Friday

Year 6

6H and 6V

Tuesday 2nd 

June

Monday 

Tuesday

Tuesday Monday 

Tuesday

Tuesday Monday 

Tuesday



WHO WILL BE THE WINNERS NEXT WEEK?

RG 90.0%
RW 89.1%
1F 97.6%
1M 94.6%
2A 96.4% 
2K 87.4%
3L 96.0%
3S 88.4%
4A 96.7%
4R 98.0%
5B 93.3%
5M 98.1%
6H 99.7%
6V 100.0%

95% 
and 

above

90% - 
94.9%

Below 
90%

If your child is absent due to illness, the office must be informed before 08:35 on that day.



Pre-School & Nursery Everyone!

RG Skylar-Mai. B & Ayaan P. RW Shabana A & Abdullah M

1M Ibraheem P & Haniya B 1F Adam A & Aasiyah R

2A Zala M & Muhammad-Hassan S 2K Zayna MH & M Aashir AA

3S Sireen B & Zara A 3L Hawwa A & Amayra M

4R Gamar A & Umaima I 4A Emaan S & Umar Z

5B Inaya M & Maariyah P 5M Ayaan A & Farhan A

6V Safa M & Muhammad P 6H Robyn S & Amaan M

St. James’ Stars of the Week!
Well done everyone, we are very proud of you. Who will be receiving a 
certificate next week?



Wishing all our families a wonderful and relaxing half term break. We 
look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for more 
fun learning together!

We have had a lovely week as the weather has gradually 
got better. We have looked at the Smartest Giant in town, 
how to double and what Blackburn was like in the past. 

"Save the dates for our parent 
worships: RW Wednesday 
17th June RG Wednesday 
24th June.  If you are 
celebrating EID, we wish you 
have a Happy Eid!"



"Have a lovely half term, please practice your phonics over the 
holidays as the children will be taking their Phonics Screening 
Check when they get back.

"Just a reminder that the 
Phonics screening with take 
place in June. See some 
videos to support your 
children with Set 3 
sounds.eahttps://schools.ruth
miskin.com/training/view/aj7
sSPcT/fwd0nK7aoihttps://sc
hools.ruthmiskin.com/training
/view/DTYHrUYC/Nw4j0ENza
_ehttps://schools.ruthmiskin.c
om/training/view/BMz5zq1D/
KztrVrgN"

“This week, in English, pupils have been exploring the poem 'The Owl and 
the Pussycat'. They have really enjoyed performing the poem using actions 
and expression. The children also created their own innovated versions of 
the poem, changing the characters and using rhyming words to make their 
poems creative and fun. In DT, the children have enjoyed designing and 
making their moving vehicles. They demonstrated great creativity and 
determination when creating their final pieces and worked hard to ensure 
their vehicles met the design criteria. We were very impressed with the 
finished products!

"We hope you have a lovely 
half-term break and, for those 
celebrating Eid, have a 
fantastic time celebrating 
with family and friends 
.Please continue to listen to 
your child read at least three 
times a week to help develop 
their fluency, confidence and 
understanding. Thank you for 
your continued support."



It’s been another action-packed week in year 3. We have been 
exploring forces and how we can make things move, practising 
our events for Sports Day, consolidating our knowledge on 
equivalent fractions, exploring a poem about twins and reading a 
biography about author Jacqueline Wilson.

Please read with your child 
at home three times each 
week. Thank you

Year 4 have had a brilliant week. In English we have 
been continuing with 'The Water Horse' and in 
Maths we have started the topic money. When we 
get back after the half term break, Year 4 will be 
completing their official MTC tests. Please ensure 
children are practising daily in the holidays to make 
sure they are ready for the test when they get back.

Practise times tables ready for the 
official MTC test after the half term 
break.



This final week, the children have been continuing with their 
progression in Maths. They are working extremely hard and most 
are confident for the challenges of next year. In English, the 
children have finished Kensuke's Kingdom. A varying ending of 
emotions of sadness but happiness. The children have also 
expressed their internal thoughts through a character's 
perspective. 

We wish you all a 
Happy Eid and see you 
in the next half term.

""Enjoy your holiday — it is very well 
deserved! The sun is finally out, so 
please make sure you stay safe 
and enjoy the break. These are 
also the last holidays before 
returning to St James, so make the 
most of the time to relax and 
recharge.Eid Mubarak to all of our 
families who are celebrating 
during the holidays — we hope you 
have a wonderful time with your 
loved ones."

Year 6 have really enjoyed this week now that SATs are finished. We 
have been focusing on improving our writing skills and have also 
enjoyed learning how to play rounders correctly. It has been lovely to 
see the children relaxed, engaged and having fun while continuing to 
work hard. 



Dear God

Help us to love the world we live in.

Help us to have the courage to be exceptional in all we do.

Help us to respect the people around us

Thank you for making our school your home.

Amen

Follow the school on social media to 
keep up to date on what is happening 

in and around school!

Facebook: @StJamesCofEBlackburn 

Twitter: @st_blackburn

Please note that you don’t need to 
have an account to view our social 

media pages.

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn
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