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Writing Policy
Statement of intent
At St. Martin’s we believe that all children have the potential to become great writers. 
It is our intent to provide pupils with a high-quality education in English in order to develop the children's abilities to listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes and audiences, whilst developing their own individual flair. Our aim is to inspire a love of writing where all our children can communicate their ideas and express their emotions, thoughts and opinions to others effectively, creatively and successfully. We want our children to be able to write with grammatical accuracy and be able to apply spelling patterns correctly using a neat handwriting style. We aim to expose our children to a wide range of vocabulary, so that they can decipher new words and use them in their writing. We also aim for our children to apply all of these English skills to all areas of the curriculum.
At St. Martin’s we aim to ensure that all pupils:
· Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.
· Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage.
· Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
· Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and clearly explain their understanding and ideas.
· Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal and informal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debates.



Statement of Implementation
Writing
We follow a Mastery approach to the teaching and learning of English through the programme Pathways to Write. Units of work are delivered using high quality texts and children in all year groups are given varied opportunities for writing. Skills are built through repetition within the units, and children apply these skills in the writing activities provided.  Many opportunities for widening children’s vocabulary are given through the Pathways to Write approach and this builds on the work we do in school to provide our children with a rich and varied vocabulary. 
Children will develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with accurate spelling and punctuation. They will be taught the correct use of grammar and build on what they have been taught to expand the range of their writing and the variety of the grammar they use. We provide time for the children to edit and evaluate their own writing to make it the best work it can be, applying a wide range of sophisticated vocabulary, spelling and grammar skills to do this effectively. It is important that our pupils develop an awareness of the audience, purpose and context, which will prepare them for their future.
We take pride in all our written work including handwriting, content and presentation throughout the school year and this hard work is reflected in our books.

Spelling
We believe that children who can spell feel confident and are able to write with enjoyment. Therefore, we want our pupils to be equipped with the knowledge and range of strategies for learning spelling to be able to apply their strategies when spelling words in their independent writing. Spelling is taught using Pathways to Spell. We developed our systematic spelling delivery to complement the teaching of phonics in EYFS and key stage 1. 
Pathways to Spell follows a mastery approach to the teaching of spelling. It is a comprehensive and progressive programme designed to deliver the statutory content of the Primary National Curriculum for spelling from Year 1 to Year 6. Through weekly teaching of spelling objectives and development of a whole school approach to word transcription, vocabulary development and proof-reading, the programme aims to:
· Ensure that pupils become confident and competent spellers
· Enthuse and fascinate pupils about words and language
· Develop pupils’ spoken language skills
· Promote collaborative learning in the classroom
· Develop an engaging spelling environment across the school
· Support pupils in the development of key metacognitive strategies

Handwriting
(Please see additional handwriting policy)
We are proud of our pupil’s handwriting and take particular care in our handwriting style. We use Letter-join’s on-line handwriting resource and Lesson Planners as the basis of our handwriting policy. Handwriting is a skill that influences the quality of work throughout the curriculum. By the end of Key Stage 2 all pupils should have the ability to produce fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy joined-up handwriting, and to understand the different forms of handwriting used for different purposes. 
Our intention is to make handwriting an automatic process that does not interfere with creative and mental thinking. In Key Stage 2, children have the opportunity to earn their pen license once their handwriting is continuously at a legible, cursive standard.


Writing in EYFS
The skilled staff in EYFS provide many exciting writing opportunities for the children, both focused sessions and through continuous provision. They follow the Pathways to Write planning when it is appropriate and grips the children’s interests, if texts are changed the objectives (Pathway’s Keys) for each unit are followed to maintain progression. Children are given a range of opportunities to create and use print in a meaningful way.  As children develop their knowledge of phonics, this is quickly transferred into their independent writing.


Statement of Impact
At the heart of our English curriculum is the need to develop children into confident readers. This then impacts upon writing, children’s understanding of punctuation and grammar as well as spelling. While all of these elements are taught independently in their own right, it is impossible to ignore the huge role that reading plays in ensuring children make progress across the entire English curriculum. The Pathways to Write scheme fits into this perfectly as each topic is based around a specific book. This ensures that even during a writing session, children are exposed to good, quality texts. By also implementing schemes for writing, spelling and handwriting that are progressive, we are ensuring that our children are confidently able to build upon prior learning across all elements involved in writing. It also allows teaching staff to see children who are not progressing to their age-related expectations and can therefore be taken for specific, targeted interventions to help them overcome any barriers to their learning. 
To be able to monitor the impact of teaching, we undertake rigorous assessment to ensure that English skills are embedded. Children are assessed after each Pathways to Write unit with the focus being on the new elements of writing they will have learned that half term. This is assessed through a longer piece of writing which has been planned out prior to writing. 
Continuous assessment of handwriting and spelling takes place throughout the year to ensure that children are progressing. Children who appear not to be making progress are then highlighted for interventions. Spelling is also assessed in formal assessments at the beginning and end of the year. 
Punctuation and Grammar is assessed within the piece of writing at the end of each Pathways to Write unit of work. Punctuation and Grammar from the previous year is also tested at the start of each new unit to see if retention of this knowledge has occurred or whether it needs revisiting. Punctuation and Grammar is also tested in KS2 at the beginning and the end of each year using a formal assessment.  
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