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Send Local Offer

Pupils with Special Educational Needs or Disability:
At Longwood Primary School we pride ourselves in having:
· A friendly listening ear!  You can talk to your child’s class teacher or the SENDCo about any concerns.
· A caring environment, where academic and social/emotional aspects of learning run hand in hand.
· Teaching staff who provide quality first teaching.
· Teaching staff with up-to-date training to meet the needs of individual pupils.
Support for our pupils 
Some children will start Nursey already having a special need identified by parents or health workers.  For some children, any special need or disability may not be so obvious.  
In the classroom, we cater for all children using different teaching styles and a range of visual, auditory and hands on equipment to aid learning.  Your child does not need to be on the Special Educational Needs register to access personalised learning.  We already make reasonable adjustments where necessary to cater for specific individuals.  This may come in the form of using writing slopes, coloured overlays, suitable, use of IT to record and practical equipment.  Minor adjustments are made according to need.
In school we have many programmes that can be accessed to boost the learning and emotional resiliency of our SEND pupils.

How do we identify pupils with a Special Educational Need?
You as a parent may have some concerns about milestones not being met, or the school staff may have concerns about levels not being achieved.  This may be for a variety of reasons – including concentration problems, sight or hearing issues, behavioural difficulties, physical development or fine motor control.
First step is – we talk together.  This will serve as an information sharing process. All parties can discuss their worries or concerns and decide how we are going to proceed.  Is there anything that needs checking (such as hearing or eye sight), is attendance good and if not, what can we do to help, is there a change in the family dynamic such as a separation or a bereavement that could affect learning?  Once these factors have been excluded, we can then reassess.  
Classroom observations will be carried out and where appropriate, some assessments will take place so that we have an even clearer picture of your child.  We can then decide if any further action is necessary (ASSESS).
If we decide that more work is needed, a plan of action is put into place – resources are sorted and your child’s needs are included in our targeted planning.  This may involve being supported in class, small group work or 1-1 intervention.  The plan will be specific and will run for an agreed amount of weeks to see if there is any impact (PLAN AND DO).

After the plan has been completed, we review its impact.  Has it worked?  If yes, brilliant!  We can then monitor the progress to ensure it continues.  If not, we discuss what else can be done or how things can be changed so that an impact is seen (REVIEW).
If another cycle of targeted intervention has been agreed, the process of Assess, Plan, Do Review takes place.
After a few cycles of targeted intervention, we may feel that your child’s needs are more specific and we may include your child on our Special Education Needs register (SEN for short).  We will then set termly targets that are achievable and specific to your child’s individual needs which should enable your child to move forward.  This may involve further in school support and specific programmes of work.
Sometimes, we may have to call on other agencies to support the work we carry out with your child.  This may be in the form of Health Services, Hearing or Vision Impairment Services, Speech and language, Occupational Therapy, Educational Psychologists or Family Support Workers.  They can offer help, advice and assessment to make targets even more specific to your child’s needs.  This is carried out in consultation with you, the parents.
After a period of time, if we feel that your child is not making as much progress as we would have liked, in collaboration with the Educational Psychologist, we may have to apply for additional support in school.  
Throughout each step, your child is monitored and assessed to ensure that progress is being made and your child is happy.  Depending on the age of your child, we use a variety of assessments to get an all-round picture of developmental stages and progress.  

Transition across the phase groups
We know that some children find any kind of change rather upsetting.  That is why we try to prepare them for every eventuality, especially when they are moving classes.
These are some of the things we do:
· Your child attends our Nursery visit sessions  
· Your child attends our Reception class visit sessions 
· We have whole school transition sessions where pupils spend mornings in their new class 
· Secondary transfers, the children visit their new schools.  Children with a SEN have extra days that are specifically designed to meet their needs 


The whole process is a ‘Two Way Street’ and we need you, the parents, to work alongside us in a collaborative manner, so that we can help and support each child together.



If you would like to discuss your child further, please contact us via phone on 01827 213970 and we will make an appointment with the relevant person.  This would usually be the teacher and/or the SENDCo.
If you are moving your child from another school setting, please contact the school directly to see if there are places available.  If your child is due to start Reception in September, applications must be made via Staffordshire County Council, details can be found on our website.

Who can I contact for further information?
Additional information about Staffordshire’s Local Offer and the provision that its maintained schools must provide can be found through the following link.


https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/Access-to-learning/Local-Offer-SEND-Pathway.aspx
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