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Address: South Meadow Lane, Preston. PR1 8JN      
Email: bursar@st-stephens.lancs.sch.uk	   
Phone: 01772 556306

Wednesday 15th July 2025
SEPTEMBER 2026
Dear Parents,
As we prepare for the new school year in September, we would like to share the following information with you.
First day of term (Wednesday 2nd September)
The new school year will begin for all children on Wednesday 2nd September. It is essential that all children attend school from the first day of the year as key routines and expectations are embedded within class.  
Staff will be in school for INSET days on 1st September.
The school day
As a reminder, school doors open at 8:45am for all pupils – please ensure children are consistently on time as learning begins straight away. Classroom doors close at 8:50am and arrivals after this time are marked as late.
The school day ends at 3:20pm.
Class information letters
Class information letters will be sent home with children on the first day of the new term. These will include specific information relating to your child’s class, including PE days, homework info, etc. 
Uniform
Please ensure that pupils are kitted out with appropriate uniform in preparation for the start of the new term in September. Please add name labels to all items. As per our policy, branded items with the school badge are not a requirement. Most jewellery items should not be worn to school; we only allow stud earrings and watches. Earrings must be removed for PE lessons. Please see our Uniform Policy for further details (available on the website). 
[image: St Stephens (Preston) Sky Polo Shirt-SK]If families are struggling with the cost of uniform items, support is available. Please contact our Learning Mentors (Miss Livesey, Mrs Garstang or Mrs Islam) to discuss this.
[image: St Stephens (Preston) Cardigan-NA][image: https://www.monkhouse.com/media/catalog/product/M/2/M27951_1_1.jpg?quality=80&bg-color=255,255,255&fit=bounds&height=700&width=700&canvas=700:700]Uniform is available from:
Bang Bang Uniforms (91 Lancaster Road, Preston)
Smart Uniforms (54 Lancaster Road, Preston) 
Top-One Uniforms (St John’s Shopping Centre, Preston)
Monkhouse Schoolwear (Fishergate Shopping Centre) 
Attendance
Excellent attendance at school is vital to securing the greatest possible personal development and academic progress for each child. As we begin the new school year, we expect all families to be committed to excellent attendance. Term-time absences are only authorised in exceptional circumstances, in line with our Attendance Policy (a copy of which can be found on the school website). 
Where a child’s attendance looks likely to fall below 90% (the government’s ‘persistent absence’ threshold), action will be taken to provide support.   
‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings
This is a chance to meet your child’s new class teacher and learn more about the year ahead. The schedule is:
Monday 7th September (3:30pm) – Reception Inventors and Reception Explorers
Tuesday 8th September (3:30pm) – Year 1, Year 1/2, and Year 2
Wednesday 9th September (3:30pm) – Year 3, Year 3/4 and Year 4
Thursday 10th September (3:30pm) – Year 5, Year 5/6, and Year 6
All meetings should last approximately 30 minutes and will take place at school in your child’s classroom. 
Road safety at drop-off and collection times
It is essential that all parents and relatives park safely and legally at drop-off and collection times, irrespective of the circumstances. Poor weather conditions or late arrival at school do not justify parking unsafely or illegally. Wherever practical, we strongly encourage families to walk to school or travel by bicycle/scooter – these active journeys are better for health, the environment, and help to improve safety on South Meadow Lane with fewer cars. Thank you to the vast majority of parents and relatives who do exercise great care and consideration at these times. 
Extra-curricular clubs 
Our exceptional extra-curricular clubs will return from mid-September. Further information about the clubs available will be shared at the beginning of September.
Breakfast club / After-school club
As a reminder, breakfast club runs daily from 7:45 – 8:45am. The after-school club runs from 3:20 – 6:00pm. All bookings must be made in advance via the School Spider App. Details of current session fees are available from the school office or on school spider. From September, we will also offer a free breakfast club in the school hall from 8.15- 8.45am. Children who wish to access this will need to enter through the hall doors.
School Meals
School meals are £2.87 per day and are cooked fresh on site by our caterers (Lancashire Catering Services). Children can order a school meal from their class teacher at the beginning of each day. The autumn 2026 menus will be posted to our website (see the ‘Lunch Menus’ page within the ‘Parent Information’ section). 
We also encourage all families to check their eligibility for Free School Meals: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals/preston 
We wish you a peaceful and happy summer break, full of memory-making and quality time together.
[image: ]With best wishes,

Miss F Greenhalgh
Headteacher
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