
Spelling Questions 

Who: Teachers teach regular spelling lessons through the No Nonsense Spelling Scheme of Work (SOW) to 

all children. 

 

 

 

What: Discrete, regular, short-burst spelling lessons to be taught following the No Nonsense Spelling 

scheme from Year 2 upwards. 

 

Where: Spelling lessons should be recorded in their blue spellings books. The resources for these lessons 

are found at the back of the SOW. 

 

 

When: The No Nonsense Spelling scheme maps out how often you teach spelling. This varies both by year 

group and by term. The lessons per week vary from 2 sessions to 5 sessions. 



 

5 lessons a week here    3 lessons in week one – then 2 lessons in week two here 

 

Why: To improve standards of writing across the school. The quicker children can learn to spell correctly at 

an age-appropriate level, the less they have to think about it – leaving their brains free to focus on the 

writing skills/ learning you are teaching – rather than focusing on spelling words correctly. 

 

Assessment: Teachers will assess against two factors. The first will be lesson-by-lesson using Assessment 

for Learning, where they will assess how each child has progressed with spelling each of the rules being 

taught. Any spelling rules that they struggle with can be set as spelling homework and checked the 

following week. The other assessment is against Statutory Word Lists at the end of each SOW: 

 

Spelling homework to be set from this list each week: 

KS1 – 5 spellings-a-week. 

LKS2 – 7 spellings-a-week. 

UKS2 – 10 spellings-a-week. 

Additional words can be added or substituted for words from the rule they didn’t understand that week. 

 

Spelling Below Year 2:  Children younger than Year 2 are learning spellings of key words through their 

phonics and common exception words. Any children older than Year 2, but still unable to spell at a Year 2 

level, will have precision teaching using the ‘Precision Teaching KM’ document. This document helps 

children learn common simple words by over-learning and repetition of the ‘Quick Write’ method used in 

No Nonsense Spellings. There is then a progression in the difficulty of the words that starts from the most 



basic English words and works all the way up to Year 2 – where again No Nonsense Spelling will then take 

over. Examples of the Precision Teaching KM document are below: 

 

 

 

 


