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At St Lawrence, we are committed to ensuring that all pupils can access, engage with and succeed in Science through high-quality, inclusive teaching. In all Science lessons, teachers apply the school's principles of Adaptive Teaching to meet the needs of every learner whilst maintaining ambitious expectations for all pupils.
Our Science curriculum is carefully sequenced so that new knowledge builds upon prior learning in small, manageable steps. Bespoke medium-term planning identifies concepts and scientific vocabulary that may present a greater challenge and incorporates appropriate adaptations and scaffolds to support understanding. This ensures that potential barriers to learning are anticipated and addressed through effective curriculum design and classroom practice.
Scientific vocabulary is explicitly taught, modelled and revisited throughout each unit of learning. Teachers use clear explanations, practical demonstrations, questioning and responsive feedback to check understanding and address misconceptions. Meaningful opportunities for discussion, collaboration and scientific enquiry enable pupils to develop confidence, articulate their thinking and learn from both adults and their peers.
Practical science is a key aspect of inclusion within our curriculum. Through hands-on investigations and enquiry-based learning, pupils are provided with varied opportunities to observe, explore, question and discover in ways that suit different learning styles and strengths.
Where needed, reasonable adjustments and purposeful adaptations are made to ensure full access to the Science curriculum. These may include:
· pre-teaching and revisiting key scientific knowledge and vocabulary
· visual supports, including diagrams, photographs, models, videos and practical demonstrations
· adapted or carefully selected scientific texts and resources
· breaking complex scientific concepts and tasks into smaller, manageable steps
· reducing unnecessary cognitive load while retaining the intended scientific learning
· sentence stems, vocabulary banks and structured scientific questioning
· teacher modelling and worked examples
· additional processing and thinking time
· opportunities to discuss and rehearse ideas orally before recording
· alternative methods of recording scientific observations and findings where appropriate
· carefully structured partner and group investigations
· retrieval activities and regular revisiting of prior scientific knowledge
· additional scaffolding and adult support where appropriate
· the use of practical equipment and hands-on experiences to support understanding of abstract concepts
Adaptations are purposeful and responsive to individual need. They are designed to remove barriers to learning without reducing the ambition of the curriculum. Wherever possible, pupils work towards the same scientific learning objectives, with adaptations made to how knowledge is presented, explored, investigated and communicated.
Through this inclusive approach:
· all pupils are able to access and enjoy an ambitious Science curriculum
· pupils develop secure scientific knowledge, understanding and vocabulary
· pupils make meaningful connections between scientific concepts and the world around them
· children with SEND are supported to develop confidence, resilience and increasing independence
· pupils develop their ability to ask questions, investigate, observe, evaluate evidence and think scientifically
· all pupils are given opportunities to experience success and see themselves as capable scientists
· pupils develop curiosity about the natural world and an understanding of the role science plays in everyday life
Through carefully planned support, practical experiences and high expectations, we ensure that every child is empowered to participate fully in Science and develop the knowledge, skills and confidence needed to flourish both within and beyond the classroom.
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