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The school’s vision for our pupils is at the very heart of everything we do, with Design and Technology (DT) playing an important role in developing creativity, curiosity and practical problem-solving skills. At St Lawrence C of E Primary School, we believe that DT enables children to explore ideas, design purposeful products and develop solutions to real-life problems. Pupils are encouraged to think creatively, experiment with materials and techniques, and develop products that reflect their individual ideas while meeting the needs of others.
Our curriculum, delivered through the Kapow Primary DT scheme, is designed to develop pupils’ knowledge and practical skills progressively over time. Children learn to design, make, evaluate and develop their technical knowledge through a range of projects, including structures, mechanisms, textiles, and cooking and nutrition. They investigate existing products, explore the work of designers and engineers, and learn to select appropriate materials, tools and techniques. Pupils are encouraged to communicate their ideas using subject-specific vocabulary and to test, evaluate and improve their products, developing creativity, independence, articulation and resilience as learners.
Children are supported in developing their ideas through drawing, modelling, planning and practical experimentation. They learn that designing and making is an iterative process in which mistakes provide opportunities to reflect, adapt and improve. Pupils work both independently and collaboratively, developing their ability to consider different viewpoints, solve problems and create products for specific purposes and users.
DT at St Lawrence is enriched through links with the wider curriculum, particularly mathematics, science, computing and art and design. In keeping with our Christian ethos, pupils are encouraged to consider how their creativity and practical skills can be used to help others, meet the needs of different people and care for God’s world. Sustainability and the responsible use of materials are promoted, helping children understand the impact of design choices on the environment. Opportunities to explore real-life products, investigate the work of designers and engineers, and showcase their finished products further deepen pupils’ understanding and appreciation of DT.
Through this, we aim to develop confident, creative and reflective designers and makers who can think critically, solve problems, work collaboratively and apply their knowledge and skills to real-life situations. We want our pupils to take pride in their achievements and leave St Lawrence C of E Primary School well prepared for the next stage of their education.
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