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At St Lawrence C of E Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that all pupils can access and succeed in Design and Technology (DT) through high-quality, inclusive teaching. In all DT lessons, teachers apply the school’s principles of Adaptive Teaching to support the needs of every learner, enabling all children to develop their design, making, evaluating and technical skills through the Kapow Primary DT scheme.
Key vocabulary is explicitly taught and revisited to support understanding, and learning is carefully sequenced so that new knowledge builds on prior learning in small, manageable steps. Opportunities for meaningful communication and interaction are planned within each lesson, enabling pupils to share design ideas, explain their choices, evaluate products and learn from both adults and their peers.
Ongoing formative assessment and responsive feedback ensure that pupils are well supported to reflect on, test and improve their designs and finished products. This allows all children, including those with SEND, to develop independence, build practical skills and take pride in their achievements.
Where needed, reasonable adjustments are made to ensure full access to the DT curriculum. In DT, this may include:
· adapted resources or equipment, such as easy-grip tools, larger-handled scissors or alternative utensils
· visual supports, such as task boards, visual instructions and step-by-step guides
· pre-prepared materials or templates to support cutting, joining, assembling and construction
· breaking tasks into smaller, manageable steps with clear demonstrations
· additional scaffolding, adult support and opportunities for repeated practice where appropriate
· adapted tools, materials or working methods to support pupils’ physical, sensory, communication or processing needs
· flexible ways for pupils to record, communicate and present their design ideas.
These carefully planned adaptations enable all pupils to engage meaningfully in the design and making process while maintaining appropriate challenge and high expectations. Teachers consider individual needs when planning practical activities and ensure that the safe use of tools, equipment and materials remains a priority.
Through this inclusive approach:
· all pupils are able to access and enjoy the DT curriculum
· pupils develop confidence in sharing ideas, designing and creating purposeful products
· children with SEND are supported to develop practical skills and work increasingly independently
· pupils are encouraged to solve problems, persevere and improve their designs
· all children experience success and take pride in their achievements as designers and makers.
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