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At St Lawrence C of E Primary School, we are committed to providing rich and varied opportunities that extend beyond the taught curriculum and inspire a lifelong interest in Design and Technology (DT). Through the Kapow Primary DT scheme, we aim to develop pupils’ creativity, curiosity and problem-solving skills, enabling them to become confident designers, makers and evaluators.
Children are encouraged to apply the knowledge and skills developed through Kapow units in meaningful, practical contexts. Opportunities to design and make products, explore different materials and test their ideas help pupils understand how DT relates to everyday life. This includes extending learning from units covering structures, mechanisms, textiles, and cooking and nutrition, with electrical systems and the digital world explored in Key Stage 2 where appropriate.
To broaden pupils’ experiences, we provide opportunities to explore the work of designers, inventors and engineers and consider how products are developed to meet the needs of different users. This may include investigating everyday products, exploring design from different cultures and historical periods, undertaking practical design challenges and learning about careers linked to DT. Cross-curricular opportunities allow pupils to apply their learning in subjects such as mathematics, science, computing and art and design.
Enrichment opportunities also encourage pupils to consider sustainability and the responsible use of materials. Children may be challenged to create products using recycled or reclaimed resources, reduce waste, improve existing designs or develop solutions to real-life problems. These experiences reflect Kapow’s emphasis on purposeful design, evaluation and the environmental impact of products.
In keeping with the Christian ethos of St Lawrence, pupils are encouraged to consider how their creativity and practical skills can be used to help others, solve problems and care for the world around them. Activities promote collaboration, perseverance, respect for others’ ideas and pride in the products they create.
Through these enrichment experiences, pupils:
· develop confidence in generating, communicating and refining their own design ideas
· apply the design, make, evaluate and technical knowledge strands of the Kapow curriculum in practical contexts
· explore a range of materials, tools, techniques and mechanisms
· gain an understanding of how designers, engineers and inventors influence everyday life
· develop resilience and problem-solving skills by testing, adapting and improving their products
· consider the needs of users, sustainability and the responsible use of resources
· make connections between DT and other areas of the curriculum
· take pride in creating purposeful products and evaluating how successfully they meet their intended purpose.
These opportunities complement the planned Kapow DT units, helping pupils deepen their learning and see the relevance of design and technology beyond the classroom. We aim for children to leave St Lawrence C of E Primary School as confident, creative and reflective designers and makers, equipped with practical skills, a problem-solving mindset and an appreciation of how design and technology can improve the world around them.
Enrichment opportunities will include, but are not restricted to, an exhibition of pupils’ work, opportunities to showcase finished products to parents and the wider school community, practical design and make challenges, and activities linked to the Kapow DT units. Children will have opportunities to explore the work of designers, engineers and inventors, investigate real-life products, use recycled and reclaimed materials, and take part in cross-curricular projects that develop their creativity and problem-solving skills. Where possible, pupils will engage with visitors who have relevant design or practical expertise and explore how DT is used in everyday life and different careers. Seasonal projects, collaborative design challenges and opportunities to improve existing products will further encourage pupils to apply their skills, evaluate their work and take pride in their achievements.
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