St. Lawrence Church of England Primary School 
English Curriculum

[image: A white background with black and white clouds

Description automatically generated]
20 Books to Read
Please find below a list of the recommended Reading for Pleasure books for each class from Year 2 upwards. These books have been carefully selected by the teachers for their engaging storylines, rich vocabulary, and high quality of writing.
Children can work towards a range of reading awards by completing books from the list:
· Bronze Award – 4 books
· Silver Award – 9 books
· Gold Award – 14 books
· Platinum Award – 20 books
We encourage children to read these books independently where possible, or to enjoy sharing them with an adult at home.
We hope that these carefully chosen texts will help foster a lifelong love of reading and expose children to a wide range of authors, genres, and vocabulary












20 Books – Recommended Reading List
Year 6
Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

Skellig by David Almond

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien

Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian

The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier

The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. Raúf

The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave

When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle

Illegal by Eoin Colfer and Andrew Donki

Cogheart by Peter Bunzl

Crater Lake by Jennifer Killick

The Nowhere Emporium by Ross MacKenzie

The Other Side of Truth by Beverley Naidoo

Tell Me No Lies by Malorie Blackman

The Light in Everything by Katya Balen

The Song Walker by Zillah Bethell

Rumaysa: Ever After by Radiya Hafiza

Safiyyah’s War by Hiba Noor Khan

Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell

Echo Mountain by Lauren Wolk

The Storm Swimmer by Clare Weze

Xanthe & the Ruby Crown by Jasbinder Bilan

Wild by Ele Fountain

Unexpected Twist: An Oliver Twisted Tale by Michael Rosen

The Final Year by Matt Goodfellow and Joe Todd-Stanton


Year 5:
Hersey Jackson and the Sea of Monster by Rick Riordan
The Other Side of Truth by Beverley Naidoo
Coming to England by Floella Benjamin
The Midnight Fox by Betsy Byars
Artemis Fowls by Eoin Colfer
The Maze Runner by James Dashner
Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow by Benjamin Dean
Street Child by Berlie Doherty
Rumaysa by Radiya Hafiz
Alex Rider Mission 1: Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz
Boy in the Tower by Polly Ho-Yen
Beetle Boy by M.G.Leonard
Rostam the Invincible by Jon Mayhew
Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo
Clockwork or All Would Up by Philip Pullman
The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman
Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters by Rick Riordan
Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell
The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell
Vita and the Gladiator by Ally Sherrick







Year 4:
October, October by Hannah Gold
The Ice Children by M. G. Leonard
The House on Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson
How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell
Lob by Linda Newbery
The Borrowers by Mary Norton
The Wild Robot by Peter Brown
Finding Bear by Hannah Gold
Why the Whales Came by Michael Morpurgo
The Girl Who Stole an Elephant by Nizrana Farook
The Primrose Railway Children by Jacqueline Wilson
Brand New Boy by David Almond
Operation Gadgetman by Malorie Blackman
The Incredible Adventures of Gaston le Dog by Michael Rosen
Tales from the Carribean by Trish Cooke
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
The Family Under the Bridge by Natalie Savage Carson
The Midnight Guardians by Ross Montgomery
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis
The Snow Walker’s Son by Catherine Fisher







Year 3:
The Battle of Bubble and Squeak by Philippa Pearce

The Worst Witch by Jill Murphy

The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson

The 100 Mile-an-Hour Dog by Jeremy Strong

Toto by Michael Morpurgo

How the Whale Became by Ted Hughes

Hansel and Gretel by Anthony Browne

The Lost Happy Endings by Carol Anne Duffy

Mouse, Bird, Snake, Wolf by David Almond

The Sheep Pig by Dick King Smith

Bilal’s Brilliant Bee by Michael Wayne Rosen

Seal Island by Julia Green

The Diary of a Killer Cat by Anne Fine

Quick Let’s Get Out of Here by Michael Rosen

Utterly Me by Lauren Child

The Puffin Keeper by Michael Morpurgo

Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren

Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

George’s Marvelous Medicine by Roald Dahl

The Sandman and The Turtle by Michael Morpurgo

Leif Frond by Joan Lennon

The Secret Seven by Enid Blyton

Paper Bird, Paper Boat by David Almond



Year 2:

The Legend of Spud Murphy by Eoin Colfer

Marv and the Dino Attack by Alex Falase-Koya

The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me by Roald Dahl

Willow Wildthing and the Swamp Monster by Gill Lewis

The Gorilla Who Wanted to Grow Up by Jill Tomlinson

Ellie and the Cat by Marjorie Blackman

Ottoline and the Yellow Cat by Chris Riddell

The Hodgehog by Dick King Smith

Dragon Towers by Pip Bird

Mr Skip by Michael Morpurgo

Mr Majeika by Humphrey Carpenter

Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper

The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivias

Gorilla by Anthony Browne

Mustard, Custard, Grumble Belly and Gravy by Michael Rosen

The Boy Who Lost His Spark by Maggie O’Farrell

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman

The Phoenix of Persia by Jhangir Kerawala

If All The World Were… by Joseph Coelho

The Green Ship by Quentin Blake
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