Phonics at Barton St Lawrence
At Barton St Lawrence, we have adopted the Red Rose Letters and Sounds phonics programme. This systematic, synthetic phonics scheme has been developed by Lancashire Literacy Team and is closely aligned with the revised Letters and Sounds guidance. Teachers deliver carefully planned and structured lessons using engaging games, practical activities and high-quality resources to ensure that all children develop the knowledge and skills needed to become fluent readers and confident writers.
Phonics teaching begins as soon as children start in Reception and follows a clearly structured progression. Children are taught to:
· Recognise and recall letter-sound correspondences quickly and accurately.
· Blend sounds together to read words.
· Segment words into sounds for spelling.
· Read and spell common exception words (sometimes known as "tricky words").
· Apply their phonics knowledge in reading and writing across the curriculum.
Each week, children working within Phases 2–5 focus on a set of particular sounds (phonemes) and the written representations of those sounds (graphemes). Your child is encouraged to use this technical vocabulary when discussing their learning. Tricky words are also taught and revisited regularly. These are words that do not always follow regular phonetic patterns and therefore need to be learned by sight.
A key feature of Red Rose Letters and Sounds is its emphasis on daily review and repetition, ensuring that previously taught learning is retained whilst new knowledge is introduced. Children are given regular opportunities to apply their phonics skills through reading and writing activities, helping them to become increasingly confident and independent learners.
Pronouncing Phonemes Correctly
The pronunciation of phonemes (sounds) is extremely important when teaching phonics. Accurate pronunciation helps children blend sounds successfully when reading unfamiliar words.
To listen to an example of how to pronounce each phoneme taught through our phonics curriculum, please watch this video from Oxford Owl:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc
Please note that you may pronounce the phoneme /u/ differently to the example in the video, as the speaker uses a southern English accent.

The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
At the end of Year 1, all children nationally take part in the Phonics Screening Check. This short assessment allows teachers to confirm whether children have learned to decode words using their phonics knowledge and are on track with their reading development.
The screening check consists of 40 words, including both real words and "alien" or pseudo words. The pseudo words are used to assess a child's ability to apply their phonics knowledge independently rather than relying on memory or vocabulary.
Children complete the check on a one-to-one basis with a familiar adult in a calm and supportive environment. Throughout Year 1, phonics teaching, reading sessions and regular practice opportunities help prepare children for the screening check so that it feels familiar and manageable.
Any child who does not meet the national standard at the end of Year 1 receives additional support and will have the opportunity to retake the check in Year 2.
Supporting Your Child at Home
Parents and carers play a vital role in helping children become successful readers and writers. You can support your child by:
· Reading together regularly.
· Practising phonemes and tricky words sent home from school.
· Encouraging your child to sound out and blend unfamiliar words.
· Discussing books and vocabulary.
· Supporting spelling practice little and often.
· Celebrating effort, progress and a love of reading.
Working together ensures that every child develops the confidence, fluency and enjoyment needed to become a successful reader and writer.
Decodable Reading Books
As part of our phonics provision, we provide children with high-quality decodable reading books that closely match the phonics phase and sounds they are currently learning in school. This allows children to apply their phonics knowledge successfully when reading and helps to build confidence, accuracy and fluency.
Children take these books home each week and are encouraged to read and re-read them several times. Re-reading familiar texts is an important part of learning to read, as it helps children develop automatic word recognition, improve reading fluency and gain a deeper understanding of the text. Each time a child rereads a book, they become more confident and can focus less on decoding individual words and more on reading with expression and understanding.
We ask parents and carers to support this process by listening to their child read regularly and celebrating their progress. Consistent practice at home, alongside daily phonics teaching in school, helps children develop into successful and enthusiastic readers.
Children Requiring Extra Support
Children who need additional support in reading and spelling access a range of targeted interventions which follow the same systematic approach as Red Rose Letters and Sounds. Intervention programmes are carefully selected based on individual needs, identified gaps in learning and any previous support the child has received.
Fast Track Phonics
Fast Track Phonics is a programme devised by the Lancashire Literacy Team and is designed to help children close gaps in reading and spelling.
Whilst most pupils reach the expected level of phonics understanding through daily classroom teaching, some children benefit from additional practice. Fast Track Phonics addresses gaps in learning from Phases 2 and 3 through short, focused and enjoyable sessions. Activities revisit previously taught sounds and spelling patterns regularly, helping children develop fluency, confidence and automatic recall.
Bounce Back Phonics
Bounce Back Phonics supports children working within Phases 4 and 5 who need additional opportunities to secure phonics knowledge and skills.
This structured intervention revisits the phonics sequence through intensive sessions designed to strengthen decoding, encoding and reading fluency. The programme enables children to build confidence and catch up with their peers.
For further information about phonics, reading or the English curriculum, please contact the school office who will direct your enquiry to the English Subject Leader.

