Writing at Barton St Lawrence
At Barton St Lawrence, we believe that writing is an essential life skill that enables children to communicate ideas, express themselves creatively and achieve across the curriculum. Our writing curriculum develops pupils' composition, transcription, grammar, punctuation and vocabulary skills, enabling them to become confident and effective writers.
From EYFS to Year 6, we follow the Lancashire Talk for Writing approach, which immerses children in high-quality texts and provides a clear journey from reading to writing. This approach. involves a mix of shared, modelled and independent learning opportunities. To become immersed in the subject matter, teaching sequences cover speaking and listening which may include drama activities. These ensure that children can listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers, ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge and use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary. Children participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates to develop their speaking skills. 
Our Reading to Writing Approach
Writing is taught through carefully planned sequences centred around high-quality texts. Before children begin writing, they are given time to explore and understand the text in depth.
Throughout a sequence of learning, children will:
· Read, discuss and analyse a model text.
· Explore vocabulary and language choices.
· Identify key features and structures of the genre.
· Develop their understanding through discussion and rehearsal.
· Learn and practise relevant grammar and punctuation skills.
· Plan, draft, edit and improve their own writing.
This reading-to-writing approach enables children to build confidence, develop a rich vocabulary and gain a strong understanding of how language is used for different purposes and audiences.
A Broad and Balanced Writing Curriculum
Children experience a wide range of text types and genres throughout their time at Barton St Lawrence. These include:
· Stories and narratives
· Traditional tales and fairy tales
· Adventure and mystery stories
· Poetry
· Recounts
· Instructions
· Information texts
· Explanation texts
· Persuasive writing
· Discussion texts
· Letters and speeches
· Newspaper reports
The texts and writing opportunities chosen for each year group are carefully sequenced to ensure progression in both knowledge and skills.
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
Grammar, punctuation and spelling are taught explicitly and are closely linked to children's writing.
Daily grammar sessions follow the I Do, We Do, You Do model recommended by the Lancashire Literacy Team. Through teacher modelling, guided practice and independent application, children develop the knowledge and confidence needed to apply grammatical concepts successfully within their writing.
Our approach reflects the recommendations of the Writing Framework (2025), which emphasises explicit instruction, teacher modelling and opportunities for pupils to apply their learning in meaningful writing contexts.
All classes use Kung Fu Punctuation during grammar sessions to help children remember key punctuation marks through actions, movement and repetition. This consistent approach makes punctuation more memorable and supports children in applying punctuation accurately in their written work.
From Year 2 to Year 6, children follow the Red Rose Spelling Programme, ensuring a consistent and progressive approach to spelling across the school.
Writing Across the Curriculum
Writing is not confined to English lessons. Children regularly apply their writing skills across the wider curriculum, including history, geography, science and RE. Purposeful writing opportunities help pupils understand the relevance of writing and develop their ability to communicate effectively in different contexts.
Supporting All Writers
Teachers assess writing regularly and use this information to plan next steps in learning. Children who require additional support receive targeted interventions and carefully scaffolded teaching to help them make strong progress from their starting points.
Writing in EYFS
Writing begins with the development of strong communication, language and literacy skills. Children are immersed in stories, rhymes, role play and meaningful mark-making opportunities. Through systematic phonics teaching and carefully planned adult interactions, children begin to write for a range of purposes and develop the confidence to communicate their ideas in written form.
Our Aim
By the time pupils leave Barton St Lawrence, they will be able to write clearly, accurately and effectively for a range of purposes and audiences. They will understand how writers use language to create meaning and will have the confidence and skills needed to communicate successfully in education and beyond.
Please see our Writing Progression Document for further information about how writing skills develop and progress from Reception to Year 6. For further information about our writing curriculum, please contact the school office and ask to speak to the English Subject Leader.

