Enrichment Opportunities:

At St Lawrence, we are committed to providing rich and varied opportunities that extend beyond the taught History curriculum and inspire pupils’ curiosity and love of learning about the past. All children have access to experiences that bring History to life, deepen their understanding and enable them to recognise the connections between local, national and global history.
Children are given opportunities to experience History beyond the classroom through educational visits to museums, heritage sites and places of historical significance, including visits to the Imperial War Museum. Historical visitors and specialist workshops provide pupils with opportunities to engage with experts, handle artefacts and encounter the past in memorable and meaningful ways. Virtual visits and Zoom sessions with museums, historians and other specialists further broaden pupils’ experiences and provide access to historical expertise beyond the local area.
Where appropriate, pupils participate in immersive historical experiences, such as a Victorian Christmas, enabling them to explore aspects of everyday life, traditions and culture in different periods. Artefacts, replica objects, historical texts, photographs, maps and other primary and secondary sources are also used to encourage pupils to investigate the past for themselves and develop their skills of historical enquiry.
Our local area and community provide particularly important opportunities for enrichment. Pupils explore the history of Barton, Preston and Lancashire through local visits, historical trails, buildings, memorials, maps, photographs, place names and evidence within the local landscape. This enables children to see how their own community has changed over time and how local experiences connect with wider national and global events.
Pupils are encouraged to recognise that History does not exist only in textbooks or museums. Family and community experiences are valued as important connections to the past, with pupils having opportunities to explore family photographs, artefacts, documents and stories where appropriate. The school’s own historical records and archives also provide authentic opportunities for enquiry; for example, school records provide evidence of evacuees being sent to Barton during the Second World War. 
History is also connected meaningfully to the life of the school and wider community. Remembrance and significant commemorations provide opportunities for pupils to apply their historical knowledge in meaningful contexts and understand why events and individuals continue to be remembered. Our Year 6 Second World War learning, for example, is deliberately connected with Remembrance and the history of the local community. 
Cross-curricular opportunities through literature, drama, art, music and other subjects are used where they deepen pupils’ understanding of a historical period. Pupils are also encouraged to undertake historical enquiries, ask their own questions, investigate evidence and communicate their findings in different ways. Links with secondary education further support pupils in recognising History as a continuing journey of learning beyond primary school.
Through these enrichment experiences, pupils:
· develop curiosity and a lifelong interest in the past 
· encounter and investigate a rich range of historical sources and artefacts 
· develop confidence in asking questions, interpreting evidence and communicating historical ideas 
· understand the importance of local and family history and its connections with wider events 
· experience History through visits, visitors, immersive experiences and expert input 
· recognise how evidence of the past remains visible in their own community 
· deepen and apply the historical knowledge and disciplinary skills developed within lessons 
· see themselves as historians who can investigate, question and interpret the past 
These experiences ensure that pupils leave St Lawrence as knowledgeable, curious and reflective historians, with an appreciation of their own local heritage and an understanding that the past continues to shape their community and the wider world.

