Intent:
The school’s vision for our pupils is at the very heart of everything we do, with History providing children with the opportunity to understand the people, events and ideas that have shaped the world in which they live. At St Lawrence, we believe that History should inspire pupils’ love of learning, curiosity about the past and desire to ask meaningful questions about people, places and events.
Our curriculum is designed to develop pupils’ historical knowledge and understanding progressively over time. Children develop a secure sense of chronology and build increasingly rich knowledge of significant periods, events and individuals in British, local and world history. Carefully sequenced learning enables pupils to make connections between periods of history, recognise patterns of change and continuity, and understand cause, consequence and historical significance.
Historical enquiry is central to our curriculum. Pupils encounter a range of sources and interpretations and are taught to question, compare and evaluate evidence rather than simply accept accounts of the past. They learn to recognise that history can be viewed from different perspectives and develop the articulation and confidence to explain and justify their own historical thinking using appropriate evidence and increasingly precise historical vocabulary.
History at St Lawrence enables pupils to explore the experiences of a diverse range of people and communities. Through studying the choices, achievements and experiences of people in the past, children encounter important ideas including justice, service, resilience and integrity. Our local history provides meaningful opportunities for pupils to understand how the history of their own community connects with wider national and global developments.
Learning is enriched through historical sources, artefacts, visitors, educational visits and meaningful links with the wider curriculum. These experiences help to bring the past to life and encourage pupils to recognise that history exists beyond the classroom and continues to shape their lives and communities today.
Through this, we aim to develop knowledgeable, curious and reflective historians who can ask perceptive questions, think critically, evaluate evidence and communicate their ideas with confidence. Pupils leave St Lawrence with a secure foundation of historical knowledge and skills, an appreciation of the complexity of the past and the resilience and curiosity needed for the next stage of their education.


