More Able
More able pupils in History at St Lawrence are those who demonstrate a particularly strong understanding of the past and are able to use their historical knowledge with increasing depth and sophistication. They make connections within and across periods of history, identify patterns and relationships, and use their knowledge to develop well-reasoned historical arguments.
These pupils often demonstrate particular strength in historical enquiry. They are able to ask perceptive questions, select and use relevant evidence, consider the reliability and usefulness of sources and recognise that the past can be interpreted in different ways. They understand that historical questions do not always have simple answers and are increasingly able to recognise complexity, uncertainty and differing perspectives.
Teachers provide appropriate challenge through opportunities for greater depth, independence and sophisticated historical thinking, rather than simply increasing the quantity of work.
This may include:
· making connections between events, individuals and periods beyond those immediately being studied
· investigating increasingly complex historical questions independently
· analysing and evaluating a wider range of primary and secondary sources
· comparing different historical interpretations and considering why they may differ
· considering multiple causes and consequences and evaluating their relative significance
· identifying patterns of change and continuity across longer periods of time
· constructing sustained historical arguments supported by carefully selected evidence
· challenging assumptions and considering events from different perspectives
· using increasingly precise and sophisticated historical vocabulary
· opportunities for independent research and historical enquiry
More able pupils are supported to deepen rather than simply accelerate their learning. They are encouraged to think critically, question evidence and interpretations, justify their conclusions and recognise the complexity of the past. Through this, pupils develop the independence, confidence and articulation to think and communicate increasingly like historians.

