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The school’s vision for our pupils is at the very heart of everything we do, and mathematics provides children with the knowledge and skills to understand, interpret and engage with the world around them. At St Lawrence, we believe that every child can be successful in mathematics. Rooted in God and guided by our Christian values, we nurture confident, articulate and resilient mathematicians who are curious, enjoy challenges and recognise the importance of mathematics in everyday life.
Our carefully planned mathematics curriculum develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding progressively over time. Learning is carefully sequenced so that new concepts build upon secure prior knowledge, allowing children to make connections between different areas of mathematics and develop increasingly sophisticated understanding. Supported by White Rose Maths and the principles of a mastery approach, concepts are broken down into carefully considered small steps, with representations, manipulatives and mathematical structures used to develop deep and lasting understanding. Teachers adapt learning to meet the needs of their pupils while maintaining high expectations and ambition for all.
Arithmetic and fluency are fundamental to mathematical success. We aim for pupils to develop secure number sense and become fluent in essential number facts, calculation strategies and written and mental methods. Children are taught to recognise relationships between numbers, select efficient approaches and use known facts to derive new ones. Regular opportunities to revisit and retrieve key knowledge enable pupils to develop the accuracy, efficiency and automaticity required to access increasingly complex mathematics with confidence.
Times tables form an important part of this fluency. From an early understanding of equal groups, repeated addition and multiplication, pupils progressively develop secure and automatic recall of multiplication and corresponding division facts. We recognise that strong multiplicative knowledge provides an essential foundation for later learning, including fractions, ratio, proportion, algebra and more complex calculation. Through regular practice and retrieval, we aim for children to leave primary school with multiplication and division facts embedded in their long-term memory and readily available for application across mathematics.
Reasoning and problem solving are at the heart of our mathematics curriculum. Children are taught not simply to find an answer, but to understand and explain why it is correct. Pupils apply their knowledge to increasingly complex and unfamiliar problems, identify patterns, make connections, form conjectures and justify their conclusions. Challenge is provided through depth of thinking and application rather than simply accelerating pupils onto new content, enabling children to develop flexible and sophisticated mathematical understanding.
Articulation is central to mathematical learning at St Lawrence. Pupils are encouraged to think aloud, discuss different approaches and use precise mathematical vocabulary to explain and justify their ideas. Through purposeful mathematical talk, children learn to listen to the reasoning of others, question ideas respectfully, identify misconceptions and refine their own thinking. We want children to have the confidence to share an idea, the integrity to recognise when their thinking needs to change and the resilience to persevere when mathematics presents a challenge.
We recognise and celebrate the individuality of every child and are committed to ensuring that all pupils can experience success in mathematics. Through adaptive teaching, carefully selected representations, appropriate scaffolding and additional opportunities for practice, barriers to learning are identified and addressed while maintaining ambitious mathematical goals. Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly are challenged to reason more deeply, make connections and apply their understanding in increasingly sophisticated ways.
Through this, we aim to develop fluent, confident, articulate and resilient mathematicians who possess a secure understanding of number, can reason and solve problems independently, and approach mathematics with curiosity and a love of learning. Pupils leave St Lawrence equipped with the mathematical knowledge, understanding and confidence required for the next stage of their education and for life beyond the classroom.

