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CLAY Unit 2
Medium Term Plans
	Prior Learning

	Future Learning


	Clay Penguins Year 1
Manipulate malleable materials in a variety of ways including rolling and kneading (Y1)
Manipulate malleable materials to make a sculpture (Y1)
Make a sausage, ball and egg shape with clay (Y1)
Understand the safety and basic care of materials and tools (Y1)

	Clay Houses Y3
Plan, design and make models from observation (Y3)
Join clay adequately and construct a simple base for extending and modelling other shapes (Y3)
Create surface patterns and textures in a malleable material (Y3)


	What pupils need to do or know to be secure


	Key objectives
Drawing
Control the types of marks made with a variety of media; pencils, rubbers, crayons, pastels, felt tips, charcoal, ballpoints, chalk.
Observe and draw shapes from observations.
Investigate tone by drawing with increasing control light/dark lines, light/dark patterns, light/dark shapes.
Observe and draw from first-hand experience
Painting
Use a variety of tools and techniques including different brush sizes and types appropriately
Mix and match colours to objects.
Work on different scales.
Use different types of paint and describe their properties; e.g. watercolours/ready mix.
Mix primary shades and tone to accurately colour match
Mix and match colours to objects with increasing accuracy
3-D Clay
Manipulate malleable materials in a variety of ways including rolling, kneading 
Manipulate malleable materials for a purpose, e.g. to make a sculpture.
Change the surface of a malleable material.
Use slip and cross-hatching to join two pieces of clay
Understand the safety and basic care of materials and tools.
Digital
Trace with some control
Take photographs with some control
Create a digital collage
Manipulate a digital image by resizing
Evaluating
Review what they and others have done and say what they think and feel about it. Use a star diagram with 4 pre-labelled points.
Identify what they might change in their current work or develop in future work.

	Rationale


	· This unit builds on the basic skills of rolling, kneading and shaping of clay gained in Year 1.
· It also builds on the portraiture unit in Year 1 – children will now have a better understanding of the shapes, lines and tones involved in human figures
· The study of Henry Moore gives the children a fantastic opportunity to look at how the composition of a human body can be distorted, enlarged and made abstract. This theme will be continued in Year 5 with a study of Giacometti. 
· Linked to the Barton St Lawrence Statement of Intent, children are encouraged in this unit to think about what makes them unique and how they can show their INDIVIDUALITY through portraiture and sculpture
· This unit will also give the children an opportunity to work outside. They will be creative and think about where they would place their sculpture in the school grounds.


	Possible Activities 
(activities in bold must be completed in order to fulfil the skills set out above)
	Key Vocabulary 
National Curriculum Links

	Lesson 1
Henry Moore study
Use PowerPoint to look closely at the life and work of Henry Moore (saved on Staff Share – Art – 2023 -2024).
Discuss the following:
· Bumps, curves, hollows, not-realistic (stylistic)
· Inspiration coming from nature
· How his sketches influenced his sculptures
· Open spaces
· Why sculptures were made etc.
Children to discuss their ideas. Use the thought bubble questions. Could do this in teams /partners etc.

· explore the work of Henry Moore and look for similarities and differences between his art work
· vocab: curved, natural, form

Lesson 2
What do the children remember about Henry Moore? Retrieval activity
Explain that they will be making sketches like his to help them make a clay sculpture.
Drawing skills are essential to develop 3-D work. From observational drawings and paintings, children can better develop their sculptures of the human figure. Allow them to watch and discuss how an artist has drawn a figure using this clip on the BBC Class Clips website (here).

Drawing 
· Experiment with mark-making using materials such as charcoal and chalk, graphite sticks, grades of pencil and pens. Work on different scales of drawings, both individually and within groups.
· Use wooden figures (NEW – in art cupboard) to explore the proportions and lengths of limbs, for example, use the size of the head to help size the chest. Observe the length of the arms and where their hands touch on their thighs, explore the length of legs compared to the whole length of head and torso. 
· Experiment making shades and tones in greys using chalk and charcoal, encourage smudging to create 3-D effect in drawings.
· Use pastels to make further observational drawing of figures. Experiment with different scales, more than one figure and figures in various positions.

· use a range of media to complete observational drawings on a range of scales using tonal variation
· vocab: tone, scale
Lesson 3
Clay
· Allow time for children to investigate and play with clay and/or play dough. Model making sausages, balls and egg shapes.
· Demonstrate how to create texture using the tools and other equipment. What tools would be good for?
· Demonstrate how to join two pieces of clay together: cross-hatching, slip (small piece of clay rubbed in water to create a ‘glue’), smoothing out edges of two pieces of clay

· Knead, roll, shape, and join clay using the scratch and slip method
· vocab: knead, roll, join, scratch and slip

Lesson 4
Clay
· Explain to the children that they will be making a clay sculpture like those of Henry Moore. Show the children the sculptures on the Powerpoint. They can choose whether they want their sculpture to be more realistic or more like those of ‘King and Queen’ by Henry Moore.
· Make a clay figure using air dry clay:  
· Divide a lump of clay into three sections; small, medium and large.
· Roll the small section between their hands into a sphere to become the head. 
· Use the table, roll the next two sections into medium and large sized sausages trying not to squash flat but keep cylindrical. These become a set of arms and legs.
· Position the arms into a ‘u’ shape, and the legs into an ‘n’ shape, cross hatch where the joins will meet, add slip (watered clay remnants mixed to thick soup consistency) using a brush and then use fingers to merge the arms and legs together until you cannot tell where they were joined. Attach the head in the same way. At this point mould the legs and arms into better positions and merge to make a more substantial torso. Try not to make arms and legs too skinny as they tend to break apart. Repair any breaks by reshaping and merging back together. 
· Position the model into a specific pose with other sculptures to exemplify working and playing together.
· Now show photographs of Henry Moore. How would they like to finish their clay sculpture?
· Do the children want to leave it simple / create bumps and hollows? Do they want to have it more realistic? Allow children to be creative once they have the basic body form correct
Children do NOT need to paint their sculptures

· manipulate malleable materials for a purpose
· vocab: roll, knead, shape, malleable material
· 
Lesson 5
Digital Art
James has said he will help with this! Apparently, we need an app on the iPad to be able to do it.
-What do the children remember about Henry Moore? Can they discuss their clay sculpture in terms of Moore?
- Focus today on how Moore decided to place many of his works in open spaces. Show PowerPoint from lesson 1. Why do you think he did this? 
-  Explain that they will be doing this digitally
- Children take photo of their clay sculpture and photo of where they would like to put it in the school grounds.
· Snip round photo of sculpture and overlay onto photo of the school grounds.
· Make changes digitally as children are able – resize the photo, reposition etc.

· manipulate digital material, trace, copy, resize an image
· vocab: trace, snip, copy, resize

Lesson 6
Evaluate
· Give children time to evaluate their work and that of others, describing what they like or might change next time, what materials they preferred using, what advice they may give another artist. Extend with writing opportunities based on their own sculptures.



	Slip
Cross-hatching
Knead
Roll
Proportion
Scales 
Resize
Snip
Copy and paste
curved
natural
form




	
	National Curriculum Links

Pupils should be taught: 
 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 
 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 
 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.

	Possible Evidence

	Link to Artist / Craftsperson

	· Clay sculpture of human figure (possibly in style of Henry Moroe)
· Digitally reworked photo of their sculpture in an open space

	Henry Moore


	Children Working Towards Expected Standard



	Children Working At Expected Standard

	Children Working Greater Depth Standard
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