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‘Together as God’s children we will: love, learn, grow, inspire. Let your light shine!’ 

Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year! 

What a fantastic half term we’ve had in Year 6 in the 

run up to Christmas. Yet again, I’ve been blown away by 

the fantastic attitudes of the children and the dedica-

tion they’ve shown to every aspect of the curriculum 

and every challenge they’ve faced. Well done! 

English 

In English lessons this half term, we started off by look-

ing at winter poetry—focusing particularly on the use of 

personification and the use of descriptive language. 

Taking advantage of the frosty weather, the children 

headed onto the field to discuss the language they 

could use before creating beautifully presented poetry. 

Following on from this, Year 6 enjoyed reading A Christ-

mas Carol by Charles Dickens retold by Tony Mitton. 

Year 6 created and performed beautiful (and hilarious) 

dramatic retellings of the story before exploring the 

story from the different viewpoints of the stories 

ghosts. It was fantastic to read the phenomenal narra-

tive retellings of the story—including impressive semi-

colon usage. Gasps and excited shouts, greeted the end 

of our class reader The Nowhere Emporium by Ross 

McKenzie. 

Maths 

This half term saw the introduction of fractions to our 

mathematical learning and Year 6 approached this chal-

lenge with fantastic enthusiasm—using our concrete 

resources to help solve problems. After some initial 

nervousness, dividing fractions became a firm favourite 

of the class. Arithmetic scores have been on the in-

crease too this half term—well done everyone.  

Religious Education 

With this half term falling during Advent, this has been a main 

focus for the learning in our lessons looking at expectations dur-

ing this season and for the future. Year 6 joined the rest of the 

school in completing a beautiful collective worship each week 

linked with the Advent wreath.  Children were asked to join to-

gether and share ideas and thoughts about the season and some 

fantastic discussions were had.  

 

Science 

Science has been all about exploring electricity this half term. 

Year 6 have been working with Miss Farrell to build different 

circuits—both series and parallel and exploring how to ensure 

that enough power can reach each of the components. The class 

have also developed an understanding of different symbols and 

ways of displaying working drawings.  

 

Prince William Response 

Year 6 received some exciting mail this half term with personal 

responses from Kensington Palace after their fantastic letters to  



Prince William last half term. He was so impressed with their 

dedication and care for the environment. 

 

Geography 

Earth Matters has been the topic focus for this half term with 

a particular focus on climate zones and biomes around the 

world. Year 6 wrote fantastic –and very deep - questions for 

a variety of different explorers (even including Mrs. Jeffery’s 

sister) and are hoping to receive responses in the next half 

term. They also discussed all the places they’d like to visit in 

the future including the glaciers in Alaska and the Sahara 

desert. Year 6 have also taken the lead on our whole school 

Capital Cities competition, training up younger pupils and 

developing opportunities to learn at break and dinner time. 

 

Music  

In Music, we have been exploring a unit called ‘Classroom 

Jazz’ with a real emphasis on improvisation using notes that 

fit the particular key. It has been fantastic to see the chil-

dren’s confidence growing with many classroom perfor-

mances on the glockenspiel, keyboard and a variety of per-

cussion instruments. Trombone Club has also returned with 

some really fantastic tunes being heard from Alice and Bil-

ly—our resident brass experts.  

 

Christmas Performances 

Year 6 took a leading role in the Christmas service for the 

entire school this year with some fantastic readings and 

thoughtful prayers. In the Key Stage 2 Christmas Carol ser-

vice, they read different reflection points and it was great to 

hear the school full of song again as we joined the choir to 

sing favourites such as Away in a Manger and It was on a 

Starry Night.  

 

Marcus Rashford Artwork 

The fantastic artwork by Isa, Wojciech and Esther has now 

gone on display on ‘Inspiration Street’ in our school corridor. 

The children also wrote an accompanying piece to inspire 

the other children at our school. We think Isa, Wojciech and 

Esther are inspirations too.  

 

Robinwood 

Some of our Year 6 children were lucky enough to attend a 

3 day residential at Robinwood’s Dobroyd Castle. Not only 

did they get to stay in the historic castle but they learnt 

the skills of canoeing, archery and also rock climbing -

facing fears and developing teamwork skills along the way. 

It was so fantastic to see the children cheer each other on 

and encourage each other throughout the challenges like 

the Dungeon and the infamous Piranha Pool. We were 

particularly proud of the children who attended this trip as 

the Robinwood staff made special mention of their incred-

ible manners and kind nature.  

 

 

Father Devany 

Year 6 represented our school at the funeral of our be-

loved Father Devany providing a guard of honour as his 

coffin arrived at church. It has been lovely to hear the chil-

dren discussing memories of Father and we were all 

touched when many children chose to dedicate their end 

of unit collective worship to Father Devany and his com-

mitment to our school and families. His legacy and impact 

on our school will forever be summed up by the words of 

many Year 6’s on the day—‘he really cared about us did-

n’t he? He loved fun and making us all laugh. He loved us 

and he loved our school.’ 

Next Half Term Highlights 

English Class Reader: After the War 

by Tom Palmer 

Maths: Decimals and Percentages 

Science: Living Things and their Habi-

tats 

History: World War 2 

Religious Education: Sources 


