
  

Vocabulary 

Hieroglyphics - a writing 
system using picture 
symbols; used in ancient 
Egypt. 

Telegraph - a system for 
transmitting messages 
from a distance along a 
wire. 

Printing press - a 
machine for printing text 
or pictures. 

Telephone - a system for 
transmitting voices over 
a distance using wire or 
radio. 

World wide web - a 
global network of 
computers all connected 
together. 

I already know… 

Living memory is 
within my lifetime. 
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Key people 

• Tim Berners-Lee 

 

• William Caxton 

 

• Alexander Graham Bell 

Timeline 

 

 

Key Knowledge 

• Children know that the ancient 
Egyptians used symbols called 
hieroglyphics to represent words and 
sounds.  

• Children know that William Caxton 
brought the printing press to England 
in 1476.  

• Children know that a telegraph 
machine sends electrical messages 
through wires.  

• Children know that Alexander Graham 
bell invented the telephone in 1876.  

• Tim Berners-Lee invented the world 
wide web (www) in 1989.  

 

Questions to ask 

• How did people 
communicate in the past? 

• How have different 
inventions changed the 
way we share information? 

• Who were the important 
people who helped change 
communication? 

• How is the way we 
communicate today 
different from the past? 

Sources 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/cl
ass-clips-video/articles/zt2d239 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
articles/z4vp7nb 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/cl
ass-clips-video/articles/zgd9mbk 
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