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Welcome to Year 2!

This presentation will provide key information regarding your 
child’s new year group.  We hope you will find this useful 

and please know that we are here to answer any questions 
you may have too.
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‘Be who God wants you 

to be and so set the 

world on fire’ – Saint 

Catherine of Siena



Meet The Team
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Teachers:
Miss Timmons: Class 5

Mrs Flood: Class 6

Teaching Assistants working within our year group:
Miss Gill (3 days a week) 
(Mrs Rowley and Mrs Thomson are also working in Year 2 at different points during the week)

Note: teaching assistants may be working within other year groups too, as well as with specific individual/groups 

of pupils.

We are always happy to answer any questions you may have. 

If you wish to speak to your child’s class teacher, please contact the 

office on 0161 445 6359 or admin@st-catherines.manchester.sch.uk



Expectations
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We have high expectations and aspirations for all of our children and expect 

them to show our school’s core values throughout the school day, as well as 

outside of school.

We expect our children to arrive at school on time with a positive attitude to 

learning, trying their best in all aspects of their work.  We aim to inspire them 

to ‘set the world on fire’ by being who God wants them to be.
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Rights Respecting School

In Rights Respecting Schools, children’s rights are promoted and 

realised, adults and children work towards this goal together.

Being a Rights Respecting school develops the ‘whole self’ of each 

child and underpins everything else we do in school.  
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Duty bearers are the adults and staff 
responsible for upholding the 42 
articles of the United Nations 
Conventions on the Rights of a Child, 
(UNCRC) which are a set of rights for 
children.

These duty bearers have an obligation to 

ensure these rights are respected and 

promoted, embedding them into the school's 

ethos, policies, and everyday practices.

You may have seen some of the articles on 

display in and around school!
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Every class has a 
Class Charter. 

This is a class 
agreement, where 
certain articles have 
been chosen by 
children as guidelines 
towards expectations 
for the year. 

Class Charters



Our Curriculum
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Our Curriculum
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Year 2 Topics
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At St. Catherine’s, our Geography and History lessons combine sticky knowledge 

and conceptual understanding together into specific topics to help to make 

learning as purposeful and enjoyable as possible.

In Year 2 our topics are:

• The Great fire of London 

• The UK vs Australia

• ‘Women who changed the world’

• Seven continents and five oceans 

For each unit of learning, we start with a ‘launch day’.  This is a fun and exciting way 

to engage children in their new learning.  You may sometimes receive emails about 

this as it may involve dressing up, food tasting, school trips, visits, etc.



School Uniform
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• Burgundy jumpers and cardigans with school logo on

• White shirt or polo shirt 

• Black school shoes (not trainers) to be worn

• No jewellery, including earrings 

• Juniors can wear shirt and tie (optional)

• Shoulder-length hair and longer must be tied up

• Plain accessories

• P.E. kits should be worn on P.E. days (see next slide)

It is important that the correct uniform, including school shoes, is worn to school 

each day.

***Please label all items of clothing and all belongings***

Uniform is available from MCS Stores or Goodies Online, via the school website.

If you are struggling to afford school uniform, please speak to a member of our 

admin team or a senior leader to see how we can help.



School Uniform
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P.E. Kit: 
• White plain t-shirt (t-shirt with school logo available), burgundy shorts, school 

jumper/cardigan, trainers

• Please ensure all items of clothing are labelled.

• In colder weather, children can wear PLAIN black/navy jogging bottoms/leggings with 

their school jumper or cardigan instead of burgundy shorts.

• No other items should be worn as part of the school P.E. kit

P.E. will take place twice a week, usually with one indoor and one outdoor session. 

Please note that trainers should only be worn on P.E. days; school shoes should be worn on 

all other days.

P.E. days generally change every half-term and you will be informed of changes via the 

Parent Weekly Update.

Year 2 P.E. days this half-term: Tuesday and Friday
Children must wear their school P.E. kit into school on these days



Drop-Off and Pick-Up
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We ask that children say goodbye to their parents and then walk into their 

classrooms independently.  Children must be in class by 8.45am.

If your child arrives to school after this time, you must take them to the school 

office so that they can be registered.

Children should be picked up from the playground at 3.15pm.

Punctuality is very important and learning starts straight away so please 

ensure your child arrives to school on time.

Drop-off time: 8.35-8.45am Pick-up time: 3.15pm



Healthy Schools
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• Water bottles should be brought into class each morning (plain, 

unflavoured water in a reusable water bottle) and taken home at the end 

of each day

• Healthy snacks: must be fruit or vegetables or breadsticks (not fruit bars, 

fruit winders, cereal bars etc)

• In Early Years and KS1, a healthy snack is provided for all children

• We encourage children to eat healthy lunches

• Birthdays – we ask that you please do not send children in with 

sweets/cakes etc (we will not be able to give them out to children if you 

do).  A class game or book would be greatly appreciated instead if you 

wish to make a donation.

• We also have healthy school meals provided through Dolce.



Reading in Year 2
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Key Stage Reading Guidance

At the start of the year your child’s reading will be assessed and they will be

assigned an appropriate reading band colour. They will be given a card

which matches this colour and gives suggestions for questions which you

can ask your child when you listen to them read.

Comprehension is an essential part of reading so please remember to ask

them lots of questions about the story and invite them to retell the story in

their own words.

Children are listened to during guided reading and when feasible they will

read with an adult individually.

‘Reading is to the 

mind what exercise 

is to the body.’



Presentation Title 17

Reading & Phonics

Our school phonics scheme is called Essential Letters & Sounds. 

Essential Letters and Sounds is a Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme, validated by the Department for Education.
By distilling Letters and Sounds to its purest form, – its essence 
– we ensure every phonics lesson is taught to the highest 
standard. Essential Letters and Sounds is an SSP where only 
the essential elements are included.
The name reflects the key principles of the 
programme; simplicity and consistency.

. 

Essential Letters and Sounds is specifically 

taught in Nursery, Reception and Year 1, 

however, some children continue to receive 

phonics interventions after this time to ensure a 

secure basis for reading fluently and accurately. 

Year 2 follow the ELS Spelling programme and 

as of this year, Years 3-6 follow Essential 

Spelling & Word Knowledge, both of which 

have been designed to support learning as a 

next step after children have completed their 

phonics learning. 



Home Reading
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Reading at home is vitally important.  

Your child should read at least five times a week at home to an adult. 

During this time, please question them on what they have read and the 

bookmarks given to your child at the start of year can be used for guidance 

upon what to ask. 

Children are to change their own books when they finish (unless on ELS 

books), however this depends on the length of the book.. 
‘I do believe 

something very 

magical can happen 

when you read a 

book.’



Homework
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100 Books to Read Before You Leave St Catherine’s

This year, our librarians will be launching an exciting new reading 

challenge: 100 Books to Read Before You Leave St Catherine’s!

The challenge is designed to encourage children to discover a wide 

range of fantastic books, authors and genres throughout their time 

at St Catherine’s, helping them to develop a lifelong love of reading.

Our librarians will be launching the challenge later this half term, so 

more information about how it will work and the exciting rewards 

available will follow soon!

For now, these are the key books we would love children to enjoy 

reading in Year 2. They have been carefully selected to provide a 

range of stories, characters and experiences for children to explore.





Rewards and Sanctions
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Core value points:
Children can earn 5 or 10 core value points and can also be placed ‘on the shining 

light’ for wonderful learning, behaviour, attitude, showing of core values, etc (this is 

also equivalent to 15 core value points).  

Core Value Point group totals are celebrated each week and term in school.

Negative behaviour can result in moving down the candle until the child has 

reflected and improved their behaviour.  If a more serious incident takes place, this 

may be recorded as a ‘red card event’ and parents/carers will be informed.  



How we assess your child
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• Assessment is an ongoing part of teaching and learning.

• Teacher assessment takes place throughout the year. Teachers use children’s 

day-to-day learning, work and responses to assess their progress towards meeting 

age-related expectations.

• In most year groups, children also complete formal assessments three times a 

year. These provide additional information to support teachers’ professional 

judgements.

• At the end of each term, teachers make a summative assessment judgement 

about whether each child is working towards, at, or above age-related 

expectations (known as working at a ‘greater depth’).

• Assessment is not just about test scores. Teachers build a picture of each child 

using a range of evidence from across their learning.

• Every child is unique and children learn and progress at different rates. We have 

high expectations for every child, while recognising their individual starting points, 

strengths and needs.



How we use and share assessment 
information
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• Assessment helps us decide what your child needs next.

• Assessment information is reviewed and analysed by teachers, Phase Leaders 

and Senior Leaders throughout the year.

• We use this information to identify strengths, gaps in learning and next steps for 

individual children and groups.

• It helps us plan targeted interventions, additional adult support and teaching 

priorities to ensure children receive the support they need.

• New for this year: assessment information will be shared with parents termly 

through Insight (our assessment recording system).

• This will include relevant assessment/test scores, alongside information about 

whether your child is achieving age-related expectations.

• Our aim is to know every child well, provide the right support and challenge, and 

help every child make strong progress and fulfil their individual potential.



Attendance and Punctuality
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Going to school regularly is important to your child’s future. You are legally responsible for 

making sure they attend every day.

Holidays during school time are not permitted.

The Local Authority are likely to take statutory action regarding any unauthorised absences, 

including for term-time holidays.

Children who miss school frequently can fall behind.

Children who miss school frequently can have difficulties with friendship groups.

When a child misses 10 days from school, they have missed out on 5% of their education 

that school year.  Our attendance target is 97%.

We do our absolute best to provide your children with a fantastic education and an 

enjoyable time in school but we can only do this if your child is present.



Attendance and Punctuality
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We report attendance termly to parents via our 
Insight system.



Other Information
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• KS1 SATS - (non-statutory in May 2026)

• Phonics screening - repeats take place in June.

• Christmas production – 16th December

• Communication - end of the day is best or contact the office to
arrange a meeting/phone call.

• Spare clothes to be left in your child’s bag.



Medical and Health Information
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It is important we are kept up to date with any 

medical information relating to your child.

Asthma

• Your child will need an up-to-date asthma plan for 

this academic year.

• Please email your child’s asthma plan to the 

school office as soon as possible.

• Please ensure school is informed of any changes 

to your child’s asthma or medication.



Medical and Health Information
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Allergies

Please do not send any nut-based items into school under any 

circumstances (this includes Nutella and similar nut products). 

We have children in school with severe and potentially life-threatening 

allergies.

In line with the recent changes to allergy requirements and the 

introduction of Benedict’s Law, we have strengthened our approach to 

allergy management. This includes:

• drafting an updated school allergy policy;

• allergy and anaphylaxis training for staff;

• clear procedures for preventing and responding to allergic reactions;

• ensuring staff are aware of children with known allergies and the 

support they require; 

• and appropriate emergency arrangements and access to 

medication.



Medical and Health Information
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Individual Healthcare Plans

Where necessary, we put an Individual Healthcare Plan (IHP) in place for 

children with more severe or complex health needs, including more 

severe allergies, working closely with parents and relevant healthcare 

professionals.

If you believe your child may require an Individual Healthcare Plan 

because of the severity or complexity of their medical need or allergy, 

please contact the Headteacher via the school office.

If your child has an allergy, asthma or other health condition that we are 

not already aware of, please contact the school office as soon as 

possible.



Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities
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We have two special educational needs and disabilities coordinators 

(SENDCO) in school:

Mrs McCormick (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)

Ms Rosario (Years 2-6)

If you have concerns regarding your child’s progress or think they may have 

a special educational need or disability, please speak to your child’s class 

teacher or alternatively, email the school office to request a call or meeting 

with one of our SENDCOs.



Communication
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Each Friday, a ‘Parent Weekly Update’ is sent out with key school 

information, including year group information.  This is our key method of 

communication with parents so please do ensure you read it each week.  

We will send out other emails to parents where required.

If parents and carers need to make contact with class teachers, this should 

be through emailing the school office: admin@st-

catherines.manchester.sch.uk

(parents and carers are not permitted to directly email class teachers or 

leaders unless specific approval has been given by the Headteacher, which 

is only in exceptional circumstances)

mailto:admin@st-catherines.manchester.sch.uk


Any Questions?
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We hope that we will have answered many of the questions you may 

have had but please know we are always here to help.  If you have any 

further questions, please email the school office and a member of staff will 

endeavour to get back to you as soon as possible.

School office email: 

admin@st-catherines.manchester.sch.uk
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Thank you


