Welcome to Reception!

Dear FParents/(arers,

We are delighted that you and your child l’xavejoined our school and it gives us great P]easure to welcome
you to ourFamilH community at St Joseplﬂ’s.

T o ensure this is an en_jogable and Positive year, we have comPi]ed this guide to inform you of the curriculum
and themes we will be covering, homework requiremcnts and other imPor’cant organisational information
re]ating to Reception. We are loo‘(ing forward to wor‘(ing with you and your child; together, we can make a
real difference and give your child the best start to their education, Preparing them for the rest of their

schoollife, as well as for their future lcarning and successes.

One of the best investments
we can make in a child’s life is
high-quality early education,

e

Curriculum and | hemes

Throughout the Ear]y Years Foundation Stage we strive to ensure each child has dai]g oPPortunities to
interactin Positive re!ationships and enab]ing environments that encourage their engagement and rccognise
their individual strengtl‘\s‘ We aim to Provide ]earning exPeriences which are active, exciting and fun, and

which suPPor't and enhance their deve]oPment and wc”-bcing

Your child will be !earning skills, acquiring know]edge and demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas
of learning and deve[opment. Three areas are Particularlg imPortant in building a foundation for igniting
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationsl—xips and thriving, T hese are the prime areas:

o (ommunication and ]anguage

. thsical dcvc]opmcnt

o [Personal, social and emotional dcvclopmcnt

These Primc arcas are those most essential for your child’s healt}ng deve]opment and future Icarning. As
children grow and develop, theg will be suPPor‘ted in FoursPccilcic areas, through which the three Prime areas
are strengthened and aPPIied. The sPechCic areas are:

. Literacg

o  Mathematics

o (Jnderstanding the world

. Expressive arts and design



T o ensure the children are engagecl in and excited Eg the curriculum, their ]earning will be centred around a
number of different themes over the course of the year. QOur first theme is called Marvellous Me’ and will
focus on the children investigating and celebrating what makes them and their families sPecial and unique.
As part of this we will work hard at:

* }Jecoming kind, caring, confident and indcpendent members of our new class

* making new friends and ]eaming to cooperate, share and take turns

* Fo”owing the rules and routines of our classrooms

]t would be Iove|3 if you could email us a Familﬂ Photograplﬂ and a Photograph o{:gour child as a babg to use
Auring this theme.

Reading Books

Teaching and encouraging reading from a young age is so imPortant in helping children succeed not only in
school but in later life. \We want our children to read books of their choice for Pleasure and c{evclop a
Positivc attitude towards reac{ing. Regu]ar reacling of a range of quaiitg books is the kcg to builcling

cnjogment, ﬂucncg, comPrehension and confidence and can foster a lhcclong love of reading.

Once initial baseline assessments have been completed, the children will begin their Pl—zonics Ieaming in
school and will then receive rcacling books to share at home. Furtherguidancc and information will be sent

out about this in the next few weeks.

PE

[~ ach week, the children will complete an indoor I lesson to support their dailﬂ outdoor Phgsical activity.
T his will take Place ona Wednesc{ag morning. Flease ensure your child attends school in their PT=_ kit and
trainers each Weclnesclay.

]n addition to curriculum FE_ !essons, the children will use the running track on a dai]g basis as well as the
facilities in our outdoor areas. |t is useful for the children in Reception to kecP a Pair of wellies in school to

use in the outdoor area or on the field on wet/snowy clags‘

( lnﬂ:orm

T he children are all looking very smart in their new school uniforms. [Jowever, we have noticed that quite a
Fewjumpers, carcligans, ties and coats do not have the children’s name inside. (Could we P]ease ask that all

items of uniform are named to avoid them getting lost.

Sckool Planners

Over the next few weeks, cach child will receive a Plarmer which will act as a home reading record; a diarg of
dates and other imPortant events; a communication book for home and school and will also contain keg

information for parents and children about homework, school routines etc. \We are very keen that the



children getinto goocl habits with their P]armers right from the start and with this in mind, we are asking
Parents to ensure that theg come into school every clag in book bags.

In KS] and Reception, reaéing books are charsgec{ twice each week on a Monclag and Tl’xursclay but we
ask parents to sign and comment each clay on the children’s reading at home in their P]armer‘ | etus know
how the children have read, whether they erjogecl their book and any sPechCic observations you made. Staff

will sign dai19 against each Parental comment.

Thejoumals are also a great way for parents to share other information with us and likewise for school to

sencl messages l’lOI’ﬂC.

Celcbrating Success and Achievements

We alwags love to hear about any achievements the children have outside of school so hcgour child learns a
new skill, receives an award at a club or does something they are Particularlg Proud of, P]ease let us know.
Ang certificates, medals or troPhies can be brougl‘rt into school and shared in our whole school (elebration
Asscmb|3 on a Frida3 afternoon.

During this assemblg, there will also be certificates awarded for effort and achievements in a range of
curriculum areas and for ]iving out our school values. Fl—lotograPhs of the weeug certificate winners will be

shared on our | witter page.

chPing in T ouch

T he children have alrcad9 made a wonderful start to the year and seem to be settling quick]g into their new
classroom and routine. ]Fgou do ever have any Prob!ems, queries or concerns about any aspect oFgour
child’s we”being, learning or homework, Please do not hesitate to speak to us at the gate or contact us bg

emailing eyfs@st-josephs-andertonlancs.sch.uk

We will also make regular T witter posts to Providc you with an insight into our claily life in chcPtion and the
fun we have. F!ease follow us and like our Posts on htt’ps://twitter.com/E_YFSwithMisss to keep up to

date with all our !earning, achievements and adventures.

Thank you in advance Foryour support and assistance this year,

Miss Sing]cton, Mrs T rott and Mrs [T ntwistle

We Promisc to ...
| et thembe little
FFill their hearts with }aughtcr
Hclp them to grow their wings
Nurture their sense of awe and wonder
]nsPirc them to bclicvc

T each them to be kind

Care for them like thcy are our own!
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