
Welcome to Woodlands Primary

Year 6 SATs Information Meeting



Purposes of the Meeting:

• Explain what the KS2 SATs are and why we do them
• Share the timetable for the KS2 SATs tests 

• Explain how the SATs papers are marked

• Share the expectations for each subject

• Look at example questions from each paper

• Explain what we are doing in school



• SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to 
children at the end of Key Stage 2. 

• Children are in 10th year of new curriculum. This is the 8th

year of the new tests (SATs did not take place in May 2020 or 
May 2021).



Why we do them:

• It is a statutory requirement for all Year 6 pupils. The SATs 
will go ahead this year for the second year since the 
pandemic. 

• SATs help teachers – and you – learn more about your child's 
areas of strength and areas of development.

• They can also measure how much each child improves from 
one Key Stage to another . 



The Timetable – Week Beginning 13.05.2024
Date Activity

Monday 13th May 2024

English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 1: questions

English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 2: spelling

Tuesday 14th May 2024
English reading

Wednesday 15th May 2024
Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic

Mathematics Paper 2: reasoning

Thursday 16th May 2024 Mathematics Paper 3: reasoning

Friday 17th May 2024 Year 6 Individual and Year Group Photographs

In addition, writing and science teacher assessments are reported in June.

Each morning the SATs are taking place, the children will be invited to attend breakfast club. 



When and how the SATs are completed:
• The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions. 
• Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are 

handed out until they are collected at the end of the test. 
• After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally. 
• The results are then sent to the school in July. 

• Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) – 45 minutes
Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) – 15 minutes
Reading – 60 minutes 
Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes
Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes
Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes



The results
Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following 
scores:

• A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);
• A scaled score (see below);
• A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to a 
scaled score. Even though the tests are made to the same standard each year, 
the questions must be different. This means the difficulty of the tests may vary. 
Scaled scores ensures an accurate comparison of performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 
A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard. 



Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar: Monday 13th May

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar consists of two papers.

Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (spelling, punctuation and grammar). The 
paper lasts for 45 minutes. 

Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 minutes, 
although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should be given as much time 
as they need to complete the test).



The children will have been working hard on developing and securing their knowledge 
of the technical vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:
• Grammatical terms/ word classes;
• Functions of sentences;
• Combining words, phrases and clauses;
• Verb forms, tenses and consistency;
• Punctuation;
• Vocabulary;
• Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal answers. 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar – Paper 1



Example questions: 



Example questions! 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2)

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (Paper 2) is the shorter paper lasting ~20 
minutes which takes place on Monday 13th May and focuses solely on spelling.
Example questions: 



There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 
The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate 
reading material meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for 
children to read. These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 
The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 

• Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;
• Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;
• Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;
• Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the 

text;
• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
• Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole; 
• Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;
• Make comparisons within the text. 

Reading: Tuesday 14th May 2024



The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:
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Example questions:
Based on text 2: Bats Under the Bridge
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Example questions:
3 mark question
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Reading 

Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, there has been a 
tendency for three types of questions to be the most popular. 

In the 2023 Reading SATs paper,
● 18% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving giving and 

explaining the meaning of words in context;
● 32% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving retrieving 

and recording information or identifying key details from a text;
● 46% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving making 

inferences from a text and justifying inferences with text evidence. 

When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of questions. 
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Maths: Wednesday 15th May and Thursday 16th May 2024

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

● Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) – Wednesday 15th May

● Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Wednesday 15th May

● Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Thursday 16th May 



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

The maths arithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks. 

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, 
including order of operations requiring BODMAS), percentages of amounts and 
calculating with decimals and fractions. 

Example question: 



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example questions: 

5.87

+ 3.123

8.993

8.993

87

- 65

22

22

60 ÷ (30 - 24)

60 ÷ 6       = 10

10

10% of 3,000 = 300

20% of 3,000 = 600 

600



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example questions: 

10/7 - 4/7 = 6/7

6
7



Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Wednesday 15th May and paper 3 will take place on 
Thursday 16th May. These tests have a total of 35 marks each.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, 
as well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They 
cover a wide range of mathematical topics from key stage 2 including,
● Number and place value (including Roman numerals);
● The four operations;
● Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);
● Statistics;
● Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);
● Algebra;
● Ratio and proportion;
● Fractions, decimals and percentages. 



Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)
Example questions:
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2.5 or 2 ½ 

11 109



Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)
Example question:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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2,250

400



Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)
Example question:
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Writing: Assessed by the class teacher



Writing: Assessed by the class teacher
1 These are detailed in the word lists within the 

spelling appendix to the national curriculum 

(English Appendix 1). Teachers should refer to 

these to exemplify the words that pupils should be 

able to spell. 

^ This relates to punctuation taught in the national 

curriculum, which is detailed in the grammar and 

punctuation appendix to the national curriculum 

(English Appendix 2). Pupils are expected to be 

able to use the range of punctuation shown here 

in their writing, but this does not mean that every 

single punctuation mark must be evident. 

2 The national curriculum states that pupils should 

be taught to ‘use the diagonal and horizontal 

strokes that are needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one 

another, are best left unjoined’.



Writing: Assessed by the class teacher

^ This relates to punctuation taught in the national curriculum, which is detailed in the grammar and punctuation appendix to the national 

curriculum (English Appendix 2). Pupils are expected to be able to use the range of punctuation shown here in their writing, but this does not 

mean that every single punctuation mark must be evident. 

3 Pupils should recognise that certain features of spoken language (e.g. contracted verb forms, other

grammatical informality, colloquial expressions, long coordinated sentences) are less likely in writing and be

able to select alternative vocabulary and grammar.



How we support and prepare your child for the SATs

• Focused lessons on key objectives 
and revise key areas of learning.

• Practise arithmetic tests

• SATs papers

• Small group work with AC, CC or 
PM

• Maths Boosters

• Reading Boosters

• Whole class and guided reading 90 
minute session weekly

• Booster sessions after school (Tuesday 
– Reading and Thursday – Maths)

• Supported editing time in writing

• Purple pen (response to teacher marking 
time)

• Targeted group revision sessions in the 
Summer Term



• First and foremost, focus on developing an enjoyment and love of reading!

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child at ks1 and ks2 is equally as 
important as listening to your child read.

• Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time.

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, 
their feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and 
encourage your child to have their own opinions.

• Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the internet or an 
app on a phone or tablet.

• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve 
anything: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes 
and TV guides.

How you can support your child in reading



• Encourage children to login and play on Timestables Rockstars. This will improve 
crucial recall of times tables.

• Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and 
backwards.

• Encourage opportunities for telling the time.

• Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money; finding amounts or 
calculating change when shopping.

• Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home.

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes.

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card games, darts, 
draughts and chess.

How you can support your child in maths!



• Ensure your child is completing their weekly spelling homework. 

• Encourage opportunities for writing such as letters to family or friends, shopping 
lists, notes or reminders, stories and poems.

• Write together – be a good role model for writing.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling and a thesaurus to find synonyms 
and expand vocabulary.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which will allow for 
editing and correcting of errors without lots of crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good writing features 
when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure and punctuation).

• Show your appreciation: praise and encourage, even for small successes!

How you can support your child in writing!



Advice for Year 6 children

● Listen to your teachers and key adults in school ☺
● The adults you work with all want you to do your best.
● Get plenty of sleep and eat well, this will help your brain.
● Read all the questions carefully. This can help you to avoid silly 

mistakes.
● Don’t panic. There may be questions you think you can’t answer. Take 

a deep breath. Read it again. You can always move on and go back 
to it later. It’s often better to write something rather than nothing. 

● Remember that the Year 6 SATs last for 4 days out of your whole life!
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Thank you for listening!

If you or your child have any questions, please let 
us know via our class emails:

56lt@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk
6dm@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk
6bs@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk

or they can come and ask us in school anytime!

mailto:56lt@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk
mailto:6dm@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk
mailto:6bs@woodlands.cheshire.sch.uk

