
 

 

  

   

   

 

Our focus will be to compare and group rocks, test their properties, find out how fossils are formed and what soil is made from. 

 

 Key vocabulary and definitions 

• rock – A natural, solid material that comes 
from the ground. 

• property – What a material is like, e.g. hard, 
rough, shiny or has layers. 

• igneous – Rock made when hot, melted rock 
cools and hardens. Often has crystals. 

• sedimentary – Rock made from layers of tiny 
bits (sediment) squashed together. May have 
fossils. 

• metamorphic – Rock that has been changed 
by heat and squashing. 

• permeable – Lets water soak in or pass 

through it. 

• durable – Lasts a long time and does not 
wear away easily. 

• weathering – When wind, rain, ice and rivers 
slowly break rocks into smaller pieces. 

• fossil – The remains or shape of a living thing 
from long ago, preserved in rock. 

• palaeontologist – A scientist who finds and 
studies fossils. 

• soil – The top layer of the ground. Made from 
tiny bits of rock, organic matter, water and 

air. 

• organic matter – Bits of dead plants and 
animals rotting down. 


