
 

Key Vocabulary  

co-ordinates a set of numbers and/or letters that show you a specific position on a 

map 

hemisphere a half of the earth, usually divided by the equator int the northern and 

southern hemisphere 

observatory a place for observing and studying natural events on Earth or in space 

polar the are around the North or south Pole 

precipitation  Water particles that reach the ground including rain, hail and snow 

longitude  longitude lines run over they top of the earth north to south.  

latitude latitude lines run around the eartg east to west. 

equator The Equator is an imaginary line that is drawn around the middle of the 

Earth to divide it into the Northern and Southern Hemispheres. 

biomes biomes are areas of the planet with a similar climate and landscape, 

where similar animals and plants live  

Why are the Arctic and Antarctic Circles 

important, and how do they compare to the UK ? 

What do the Equator, latitude, and longitude tell us about where places 

are in the world?   

North Pole South Pole 

Arctic Circle Antarctic Circle 

Includes parts of   Russia, 

Greenland and Iceland 

There are no countries 

No one lives there permanently 

It’s a protected place of scientific and environ-

mental research 

Which countries can we find along the Meridian Line?   

 Where are the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn?   

In the Northern Hemi-

sphere the Prime Meridian 

passes through: 

• UK 

• France 

• Spain 
• Algeria 

• Mali 
• Burkina Faso 

• Togo 

• Ghana 

 
The only landmass crossed by the Meridian in the 

Southern Hemisphere is Antarctica 

How do biomes and vegetation belts shape the physical geography of our planet?   


