
Nursery Knowledge and Skills – Spring 1 

Communication 
and Language 

 
Listening, 
Attention and 
Understanding 
Children will 
understand 
‘where’ 
questions. 
 
Speaking 
Children will be 
able to talk 
about familiar 
books. Children 
will know and 
retell the main 
parts of the 
story ‘Let’s all 
Creep Through 
Crocodile Creek’ 
Year A or ‘The 
Naughty Bus’ - 
Year B. 
 
Children will 
join in with the 
actions and 
words from 
many rhymes 
and the songs – 
Bee Hive, 5 Little 
Speckled Frogs, 
5 Current Buns 
in a Baker’s 
Shop and 5 
Little Men in a 
Flying Saucer. 
 
Children will 
know, recite and 
act out the 
nursery rhyme 
of the week. 
 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

 
Self-Regulation 
Children will select and use 
activities and resources to 
achieve a goal which they 
have chosen.  
 
Children will collect the 
register from the office with a 
reception buddy. 
 
Managing Self 
Children will know examples 
of healthy food.   
 
Children will know to exercise 
to be healthy. 
 
Children will know to brush 
their teeth to be healthy. 
 
Children will follow ‘The 
Tushingham Way’. 
 
Children will drink water 
regularly throughout the day, 
with prompts. 
 
Building Relationships 
Children will share resources 
and play in a group. 

 
 

Physical Development 
 
Gross Motor 
Children will know how to 
throw a ball. 
 
Children will develop 
overall body strength, 
coordination, balance and 
agility using the school’s 
motor control programme. 

- Windmills (in 
unison) 

 
Fine Motor 
Children will use pegs to 
transfer small objects from 
one place to another. 
 
Children use spring loaded 
scissors to cut along lines. 
 
 
 
 

Literacy 
 
Comprehension 
Children will know print has 
different purposes by 
exploring menus, magazines, 
newspapers, labels.  
 
Children will ‘read’ and ‘re-
read’ a selection of books to 
engage in conversations 
about the story, developing 
their understanding and 
learning new vocabulary. 
 
Children will understand 
‘where’ questions. 
 
Word Reading 
Children will clap syllables 
in a word.  
 
Writing 
Children will know how to 
draw circles.  
 
Children will use a tripod 
grip when holding pens and 
pencils. 
 
Children will write their 
name following the yellow 
letters. 
 
Children will experiment 
with their own symbols and 
marks as well as numerals. 
They will add meaning to 
the marks that they make. 
 

Maths 
 
Cardinality and Counting 
Children will use one-to-one 
correspondence and 
cardinality to 5. They will 
say one number for each 
number in order: 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, recognising and matching 
Numicon. 
 
Children will show ‘finger 
numbers’ up to 5. 
 
Children will join in with 
the actions and words from 
many rhymes and the songs 
– Bee Hive, 5 Little Speckled 
Frogs, 5 Current Buns in a 
Baker’s Shop and 5 Little 
Men in a Flying Saucer. 
 
Children will experiment 
with their own symbols and 
marks as well as numerals. 
They will add meaning to 
the marks that they make. 
 
Spatial Reasoning 
Children will understand 
and use everyday language 
of direction (up, down, 
through, over, under). 
 
Shape 
Children will explore pattern 
and picture making with 2D 
pattern blocks. 
 
 

Understanding the World 
 
Past and Present 
Children will compare and 
contrast characters from 
stories, including figures 
from the past. 
 
Children will explore the 
story of ‘Noah’s Ark’ from 
the Bible. They will role 
play this story, learning 
some of the events. 
 
Children will look at 
images of transport and 
emergency vehicles in the 
past and present and some 
simple identify similarities 
and differences between 
them – Year B. 
 
People, Culture and 
Communities 
Children will know that 
there are different 
countries in the world and 
they will talk about 
differences they have 
experienced or seen in 
photos – Year A. 
 
Children will name some 
animals in England and 
some animals from a 
country in Africa – Year A. 
 
Children will show 
interest in different 
occupations. They will 
name people who are 
familiar to them in the 
community, such as 
teachers, shop staff, 
hairdressers, the police, 
the fire service, nurses and 
doctors – Year B. 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

 
Being Imaginative 
Children will join in with 
the actions and words 
from many rhymes and 
the songs – Bee Hive, 5 
Little Speckled Frogs, 5 
Current Buns in a Baker’s 
Shop and 5 Little Men in a 
Flying Saucer. 
 
Children will take part in 
simple pretend play, using 
an object to represent 
something else even 
though they are not 
similar. For example, 
postal worker with a 
parcel, police officer, nurse 
with a plaster etc. 
 
Children will respond to 
what they have heard, 
expressing their thoughts 
and feelings. 
 
Creating with materials 
Children will use drawing 
to represent ideas like 
movement or loud noises. 
 
Children will explore 
silhouette art with African 
landscapes and animals - 
Year A. 
 
Children will develop their 
own ideas and decide 
which materials to use to 
express them. 
They will know how to 
make connect two 
materials together to 
make an emergency 



Children will 
know and use 
vocabulary 
linked to their 
theme ‘Born to 
Be Wild!’ - Year 
A or ‘At Your 
Service’ -Year B. 
Including wild, 
Africa, nature, 
fierce, and police 
officer, dentist, 
firefighter, 
doctor, vet, 
teacher, parent 
shop worker and 
stranger danger. 
 
Children will use 
talk to organise 
themselves and 
their play. “Let’s 
play in the 
house.”  
 

Children will 
start a 

conversation 
with an adult or 

a friend and 
continue it for 
many turns. 

 
 

 
Children will listen to 
visitors and ask ‘what’ 
and ‘where’ questions 
about their job in the 
community – police, nurse 
and vet – Year B. 
 
The Natural World 
Children talk about what 
they see using a wide 
vocabulary. 
 
They will explore a 
contrasting environment – 
country in Africa – Year A. 
 
Children will know that 
this time of year is winter. 
They will observe seasonal 
features and changes in 
the weather – Year B. 
 
Children will explore 
collections of materials 
with similar and different 
properties, as well as 
changes that they notice – 
melting and freezing - 
water/snow/ice/chocolate. 
 
Children will look for 
animal footprints in the 
snow. They will begin to 
understand the need to 
care for the birds in 
winter. 
 
Children will know that 
some environments are 
different from the one in 
which they live.  
 
Investigation – Which type 
of bird visits our school 
the most? Children will 
take part in the RSPB Big 
Schools Watch, collecting 
data and presenting it. 
 
Children will draw and 
create pictures of the 
natural world using their 
own way of recording. 

vehicle of their choice - 
Year B. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Knowledge and Skills – Spring 1 



Communication 
and Language 

 
Listening, 
Attention and 
Understanding 
Children will 
talk about key 
events in a 
story, building 
familiarity and 
understanding. 
 
Children will ask 
and answer 
‘when’ 
questions. 
 
Speaking 
Children will be 
able to talk 
about familiar 
books - 
articulating 
their ideas and 
thoughts. 
 
Children will 
know and retell 
the story of 
‘Let’s all Creep 
Through 
Crocodile Creek’ 
– Year A or ‘The 
Naughty Bus’ – 
Year B. 
Describing 
events in some 
detail. 
 
Children will 
know the words 
and actions of 
the songs – 10 
Green Bottles, 10 
in a Bed, The 
Ants go 
Marching and 
the nursery 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

 
Self-Regulation 
Children will know how to 
make the right choice and the 
consequences of not doing so.  
 
Managing Self 
Children will look after 
resources and our classroom 
environment by following the 
rhyme, ‘Choose it, use it, put it 
away.’ 
 
Children will know and follow, 
‘The Tushingham Way’ They 
will know why it is important 
to follow rules. 
 
Children will know how 
healthy eating, good hygiene 
and exercise is important for 
their health. 
 
Children will understand 
‘Stranger Danger’. 
 
Building Relationships 
Children will play regularly 
with friends and peers, 
sharing, taking turns and 
cooperating. 
 
Children will know how to 
listen to a friend and 
understand how to agree a 
compromise. 

Physical Development 
 
Gross Motor 
Children will know how to 
run, hop, skip and jump, 
with more control and 
grace. 
 
Children will know how to 
throw and catch different 
sized balls. 
 
Children will develop 
overall body strength, 
coordination, balance and 
agility using the school’s 
motor control programme. 

- Shoulder girdle 
spirals 

- Windmills (in 
unison) 

 
Fine Motor 
Children will know how to 
use two-hole scissors to 
cut along lines. 
 
Children will be able to 
isolate finger and use their 
thumb and fingers to press 
and pinch dough. 
 
Children will thread 
Cheerio’s onto pipe 
cleaners to make bird 
feeders. 
 
Children will make models 
using Mobilo. 
 
Children will know how to 
do up and undo buttons. 
 
Children will know how to 
correctly form the Phase 3 
graphemes (including 
sounds with two 
graphemes) j, v, w, x, y, z, 
zz, qu, ch sh, th ng. 
 

Literacy 
 
Language Comprehension 
Children will read and re-
read a selection of books to 
develop understanding. 
 
Children will ask and 
answer ‘when’ questions. 
 
Children will select books for 
pleasure and enjoyment. 
 
Word Reading 
Children will orally segment 
and blend short words made 
up of known letter– sound 
correspondences. 
 
Read some letter groups that 
each represent one sound 
and say sounds for them.  
 
Children will read the Phase 
3 sounds j, v, w, x, y, z. 
 
Children will read some 
Phase 3 letter groups that 
each represent one sound - 
zz, qu, ch sh, th (voiced and 
unvoiced), ng 
 
Read simple phrases and 
sentences made up of words 
with known letter–sound 
correspondences. 
 
Children will know and read 
the Phase 3 CEW/tricky 
words me, we, be, he, she. 
 
Children will re-read books 
to build up their confidence 
in word reading and their 
fluency. 
 
Writing 
Children will spell words by 
identifying the sounds and 

Maths 
 
Number 
Cardinality & Counting  
Children will accurately 
count sets of objects to 10, 
using 1:1 correspondence, 
saying the numbers in the 
correct order and matching 
one number name to each 
item. 
 
Children will know the 
words and actions of the 
counting songs (forwards 
and backwards within 10) 
10 Green Bottles, 10 in a Bed 
and The Ants go Marching. 
 
Children will order the 
numbers from 10-1 correctly 
using number cards. 
 
Children will identify 0. 
 
Numerical Patterns 
Comparison 
Children will compare 
numbers using the 
vocabulary of 
more/less/most/least 
 
Children will find one more 
and then one less using sets 
of objects on tens frames 
and on a number track. 
 
 
Children will use staircase 
patterns linked to finding 
one more/one less using a 
mental numberline 
 
Children will make pairs. 
 
Shape/Space/Measures 
Children will explore 
vocabulary (in front, behind, 
in between, on, in, under, 
first second, third). 

Understanding the World 
 
Past and Present 
Children will learn that 
the past is anything before 
the current day. They will 
use the words past or 
then.  
 
Children will know that 
the present is happening 
now. They will use the 
words present or now. 
 
Children will comment on 
images of familiar 
situations from the past. 
 
Children will explore the 
story of ‘Noah’s Ark’ from 
the Bible. They will role 
play this story, learning 
the main events as well as 
practising their counting 
skills. 
 
Children will compare and 
contrast characters from 
stories, including figures 
from the past. 
 
Children will look at 
images of transport and 
emergency vehicles in the 
past and present and 
identify similarities and 
differences between them 
– Year B. 
 
People, Culture and 
Communities 
Children will know some 
similarities and differences 
between life in this 
country and life in other 
countries – Year A. 
 
Children will know that 
we do not have certain 
animals in England and 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

 
Being Imaginative  
Children will listen 
attentively, move to and 
talk about music, 
expressing their feelings 
and responses using more 
complex sentences and 
vocabulary. 
 
Children will sing in a 
groups or on their own, 
increasingly matching the 
pitch and following the 
melody. 
 
Children will know the 
words and actions of the 
songs – 10 Green Bottles, 
10 in a Bed and The Ants 
go Marching. 
 
Children will know how to 
tap/clap along to a 
rhythm.  
 
Children will develop more 
complex storylines in their 
play. They will 
imaginatively role play 
being an emergency 
service worker or a person 
that helps us in the 
community. For example, 
postal worker, police 
officer, nurse etc. 
 
Creating with Materials 
Children will sketch 
common garden birds and 
will draw and paint birds 
using the work of James 
Rizzi as inspiration. 
 
Children will explore 
silhouette art with African 
landscapes and animals - 
Year A. 



rhyme of the 
week. 
 
Children will 
know and use 
vocabulary 
linked to their 
theme ‘Born to 
Be Wild!’ – Year 
A or ‘At Your 
Service’ Year B. 
Including wild, 
tame, continent, 
Africa, country, 
nature, fierce, 
ferocious, and 
police officer, 
dentist, 
firefighter, 
doctor, vet, 
teacher, parent 
shop worker and 
stranger danger.  
 
Children will use 
new knowledge 
and vocabulary 
throughout the 
day. 

then writing the sound with 
letter/s. 
 
Children will know how to 
correctly form the Phase 3 
graphemes (including 
sounds with two graphemes) 
j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch sh, 
th ng. 
 
Children will know how to 
write the Phase 3 
CEW/tricky words me, we, 
be, he, she. 
 
Children will form lower-
case and capital letters 
correctly. 
 
Children will know how to 
write CVC words and short 
phrases or sentences with 
known sound/letter 
correspondences. 
 
Children will re-read what 
they have written to check 
that it makes sense. 
 
Pathways to Write 
Outcome  
Year A - Create a story map 
of the journey and write 
labels/captions/ sentences 
describing the crocodiles in 
Let’s All Creep Through 
Crocodile Creek. 
 

Year B - Create a new 
journey for the Naughty Bus 
by creating a story map and 
writing captions/ sentences 
describing the journey of the 
bus in Naughty Bus. 

will compare with a 
country in Africa – Year A. 
 
Children will name and 
describe the role people 
who are familiar to them 
in the community, such as 
teachers, shop staff, 
hairdressers, the police, 
the fire service, nurses and 
doctors – Year B. 
 
Children will learn about 
contrasting environments 
within their local and 
national region – city – 
London - Year B 
 
They will recognise that 
some environments are 
different to the one in 
which they live. 
 
Children will listen to 
visitors and ask questions 
about their job in the 
community – police, nurse 
and vet – Year B. 
 
The Natural World 
Children will know that 
some environments are 
different from the one in 
which they live. They will 
explore a contrasting 
environment through NF 
texts, images and video 
clips – Country in Africa – 
Year A. 
 
Children will know that 
this time of year is winter. 
They will observe seasonal 
features and changes in 
the weather – Year B. 
They will understand the 
effect of changing seasons 
on the natural world 
around them. 
 
Children will look for 
animal footprints in the 
snow and know why it is 

 
Children will know how to 
create a pinch pot clay 
bird – Year A. 
 
Children will know how to 
make L-brace, slot, flange 
and tab joins to connect 
two materials together to 
make an emergency 
vehicle of their choice with 
special features - Year B. 



 

 

 

important to feed birds in 
the winter. 
 
Investigation – Which type 
of bird visits our school 
the most? Children will 
take part in the RSPB Big 
Schools Watch, collecting 
data and presenting it. 
 
Children will draw 
pictures of the natural 
world, after close 
observation. 
 
Children will melt and 
solidify different 
substances such as water, 
chocolate and butter. 
 
 


