
Nursery Knowledge and Skills – Autumn 2 

Communication 
and Language 

 
Listening, 
Attention and 
Understanding 
Children will 
understand 
‘what’ questions. 
 
Children will 
understand an 
instruction that 
has two parts. 
 
Children will 
enjoy listening 
to longer stories. 
 
Speaking 
Children will 
know and retell 
parts of the 
main parts of 
the story ‘The 
Three Little Pigs’ 
- Year A or ‘I’m 
going to Eat this 
Ant’ -Year B. 
 
Children will 
know rhymes 
and will know 
the actions and 
words from the 
songs – Wake 
up, Shake up, If 
You’re Happy 
and You Know 
it, Mystery Box 
and Heads, 
Shoulders, Knees 
and Toes.  
 
Children will 
know and use 
vocabulary 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

 
Self-Regulation 
Children will know which 
adults can help them in 
school. 
 
Children will show confidence 
with resources in the 
classroom that interest them. 
 
Managing Self 
Children will know how to 
look after resources using the 
rhyme, ‘choose it, use it, put it 
away’. 
 
Children will know that 
drinking water helps them to 
be healthy.  
 
Children will learn about, ‘The 
Tushingham Way’. 
 
Building Relationships 
Children will know how to 
play partner games. 
 

Physical Development  
 
Gross Motor 
Children will know how to 
ride a tricycle. 
 
Children will know how to 
undress/dress themselves 
for playtimes – coat and 
wellies. 
 
Fine Motor 
Children will know how to 
zip up their coat. 
 
Children use looped 
scissors to make straight 
cuts in paper. 
 
Children will be able to 
roll and flatten dough on 
the table to make a 
sausage, apple and 
pancake. 
 

Literacy 
 
Comprehension 
Children will know a range 
of signs including bus stop, 
parking, stop.  
 
Children will engage in 
conversations about books 
that have been read to them, 
developing their 
understanding and learning 
new vocabulary. They will 
enjoy listening to longer 
stories. 
 
Children will understand 
‘what’ questions. 
 
Word Reading 
Children will spot and 
suggest rhymes. 
 
Writing 
Children will know how to 
draw vertical lines.  
 
Children will write the 
initial sound in their name. 
 
Children will begin to use a 
comfortable grip when 
holding pens and pencils. 
 

Maths 
 
Cardinality and Counting 
Children will accurately use 
one-to-one correspondence 
and cardinality to 5. They 
will say one number for 
each object in order: 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5 tagging items 
consistently correctly. 
 
Children will know that the 
last number reached when 
counting a small set of 
objects tells them how many 
there are in total (‘cardinal 
principle’). 
 
Children will develop fast 
recognition (subitising) of up 
to 3 without having to count 
them individually. 
 
Spatial Reasoning 
Children will understand 
and use language of position 
that can vary by viewpoint. 
They will discuss routes and 
locations (in front, behind). 
 
Shape 
Children will explore 
construction with 3D shapes, 
combining shapes in two 
dimensions. They will select 
shapes appropriately: Flat 
surface for building, a 
triangular prism for a roof. 
 
Children will know and 
recognise a circle, square, 
triangle and rectangle and 
know some of their 
properties (number of sides, 
and corner by checking). 
 
Sorting and Sequencing 

Understanding the World 
 
Past and Present 
Children will know that 
we remember soldiers who 
have died in the war and 
wears poppies. 
 
Children will know why 
people set off fireworks on 
Bonfire Night. 
  
Children will study artists 
from the past and recreate 
their work using – Wassily 
Kandinsky – ‘Concentric 
Circles’ (1923) – Year A 
and Jackson Pollock – 
‘Number 17’ (1956) – Year 
B. 
 
Children will explore the 
Christmas story through 
images, texts and drama. 
 
People, Culture and 
Communities 
Children will learn about 
how people in different 
countries celebrate 
Christmas - Year A. 
 
Children will begin to 
understand that everyone 
is different. They look 
different, and have 
different families and 
different beliefs and 
celebrate differently - Year 
A. 
 
Children will visit our 
special place of worship – 
St Chad’s Church at 
Christmas.  
 
The Natural World 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Being Imaginative 
Children will remember 
and sing entire songs and 
rhymes and will know the 
actions and words – Wake 
up, Shake up, If You’re 
Happy and You Know it, 
Mystery Box and Heads, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes. 
 
Children will join in and 
know some of the songs 
from our chosen nativity 
play. 
 
Children will listen with 
increased attention to 
sounds. 
 
Children will perform their 
own expressive dance 
moves and simple steps 
and techniques whilst 
listening to simple sounds 
and music - Year B. 
 
Creating with materials 
Children will explore 
different materials freely, 
to develop their ideas 
about how to use them 
and what to make. 
 
Children will explore 
colour and experiment 
with colour-mixing. 
 
Children will study artists 
from the past and recreate 
their work using – Wassily 
Kandinsky – ‘Concentric 
Circles’ (1923) – Year A 
and Jackson Pollock – 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

linked to their 
theme ‘Once 
Upon a Time’ 
Year A or ‘If you 
go Down to the 
Woods Today’ 
Year B including 
autumn, winter, 
weather, 
seasons, trees, 
woods, animals, 
character, 
setting and 
celebration. 
 
Children will use 
longer sentences 
of four to six 
words. 

Children will copy and 
continue simple AB 
sequences, varying colour or 
size (continue and copy 
patterns). 

Children will use all of 
their sense in hands-on 
exploration of natural 
materials. They will 
explore collections of 
materials with similar and 
different properties – 
Autumn treasures. 
 
Children will know some 
woodland animals and 
they will create habitats 
for them – Year A. 
 
Children will know that 
this time of year is 
autumn. They will observe 
seasonal features and 
changes in the weather – 
Year B. 
 
Children will explore the 
natural world around 
them. 
Children will explore and 
talk about different forces 
that they feel, starting 
with wind. 
 
Children will know and 
use vocabulary linked to 
their theme ‘Once Upon a 
Time’ Year A or ‘If you go 
Down to the Woods Today’ 
Year B including autumn, 
winter, weather, seasons, 
trees, woods, animals, 
character, setting and 
celebration. 

‘Number 17’ (1956) – Year 
B. 



Reception Knowledge and Skills – Autumn 2 

Communication 
and Language 

 
Listening, 
Attention and 
Understanding 
Children will 
fully engage in 
story times 
building 
familiarity and 
understanding. 
They will join in 
with repeated 
refrains. 
 
Children will ask 
and answer 
‘who’ questions. 
 
Speaking 
Children will 
know and retell 
the story of ‘The 
Three Little Pigs’ 
– Year A or ‘I’m 
going to Eat this 
Ant’ – Year B. 
 
Children will 
know the words 
and actions of 
the songs – 
Wake up, Shake 
up, If You’re 
Happy and You 
Know it, 
Mystery Box and 
Heads, 
Shoulders, Knees 
and Toes, 
Everywhere we 
go (call and 
response), Bee 
Hive, 5 Little 
Speckled Frogs, 
5 Current Buns 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

 
Self-Regulation 
Children will see 
themselves as a 
valuable 
individual. They 
know how to be 
helpful by 
taking on jobs 
such as serving 
snack, giving 
out resources 
and tidying up.  
 
Managing Self 
Children will 
look after 
resources and 
our classroom 
environment by 
following the 
rhyme, ‘Choose 
it, use it, put it 
away.’ 
 
Children will 
know and 
follow, ‘The 
Tushingham 
Way’. 
 
Children will 
know that drink 
water regularly 
is good for their 
health. 
 
Children will 
reflect on their 
own work and 
begin to reflect 
and self-
evaluate. 
 

Physical Development 
 
Gross Motor 
Children will know how to 
pull themselves up rope on 
the junior trim trail and 
hang on branches. 
 
Children will know how to 
throw different sized balls.  
 
Fine Motor 
Children will use flexible 
tweezers to transfer small 
objects from one place to 
another. 
 
Children will know the 
correct pencil grip and 
posture for writing. 
 
Children will know how to 
correctly form the lower 
case Phase 2 letters 
(including sounds with 
two graphemes) ck, e, u, r, 
h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss. 
 
 
 

Literacy 
 
Language Comprehension 
Children will read and re-
read a selection of books to 
develop understanding. 
 
Children will ask and 
answer ‘who’ questions. 
 
Children will select books for 
pleasure and enjoyment, 
with adults signposting to 
interests. 
 
Word Reading 
Children will orally segment 
and blend short words made 
up of known letter– sound 
correspondences. 
 
Children will read the Phase 
2 sounds ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, 
ff, l, ll, ss. 
 
Children will know and read 
the Phase 2 CEW/tricky 
words no, I, go. 
 
Children will read simple 
phrases and sentences made 
up of words with known 
letter-sound 
correspondences. 
 
Children will re-read books 
to build up their confidence 
in word reading and their 
fluency. 
 
Writing 
Children will spell words by 
identifying the sounds and 
then writing the sound with 
letter/s. 
 

Maths 
 
Number 
Cardinality & Counting  
Children will accurately 
count sets of objects to 10, 
using 1:1 correspondence, 
saying the numbers in the 
correct order and matching 
one number name to each 
item.  
 
Children will order the 
numbers from 1-10 correctly 
using number cards. 
 
Children will know the 
words and actions of the 
Ten Town songs (6-10). 
 
Children will link the 
numerals 1-10 to their 
cardinal value. 
 
Composition 
Children will subitise 
numbers to 5. 
 
Numerical Patterns 
Pattern 
Children will complete, 
copy, make own and 
spot/correct errors in simple 
AB and ABC patterns, 
identifying the unit of 
repeat. 
 
Shape/Space/Measures 
Children will know the 
names and some properties 
(number of sides and 
corners) of 2D shapes – 
circle, triangle, square and 
rectangle. 
 

Understanding the World 
 
Past and Present 
Children will know that 
Remembrance Day is to 
remember soldiers who 
have died in the war.  
 
Children will know why 
people set off fireworks on 
Bonfire Night. 
  
Children will study artists 
from the past and recreate 
their work using – Wassily 
Kandinsky – ‘Concentric 
Circles’ (1923) – Year A 
and Jackson Pollock – 
‘Number 17’ (1956) – Year 
B. 
 
Children will explore the 
Christmas story through 
images, texts and drama. 
 
People, Culture and 
Communities 
Children will know how 
people in different 
countries celebrate 
Christmas - Year A. 
 
Children will know that 
people have different 
beliefs and celebrate 
special times in different 
ways - Year A. 
 
Children will visit our 
special place of worship – 
St Chad’s Church at 
Christmas.  
 
The Natural World 
Children create habitats 
for woodland animals. 
They know that they need 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 
Being Imaginative  
Children will know the 
words and actions of the 
songs – Bee Hive, 5 Little 
Speckled Frogs, 5 Current 
Buns in a Baker’s Shop 
and 5 Little Men in a 
Flying Saucer. 
 
Children will know songs 
from our chosen nativity 
play. They will know the 
songs: 
- Away in a Manger 
- Little Donkey 
 
Children will notice 
features in the natural 
world. They will define 
colours, shapes, texture 
and smells in their own 
words - Year B. 
 
Children watch a live 
performance - a 
pantomime and they will 
express their thoughts and 
feelings about it. 
 
Children will know 
perform their own dances 
using steps and techniques 
that they have learned – 
Year B.  
 
Creating with Materials 
Children will know how to 
mix primary colours to 
make secondary colours 
using poster paints in 
order to match the colours 
they want to represent. 
 



 

 

 

in a Baker’s 
Shop and 5 
Little Men in a 
Flying Saucer. 
 
Children will 
know and use 
vocabulary 
linked to their 
theme ‘Once 
Upon a Time’ -
Year A or ‘If you 
go Down to the 
Woods Today’ – 
Year B including 
autumn, winter, 
weather, 
seasons, trees, 
woods, animals, 
character, 
predict, 
traditional and 
celebration. 

 

Building 
Relationships 
Children will 
know how to 
listen to others 
with respect. 
 

Children will 
consider the 

feelings of others 
in the 

classroom. 

Children will know how to 
correctly form the lower-
case Phase 2 letters 
(including sounds with two 
graphemes) ck, e, u, r, h, b, 
f, ff, l, ll, ss. 
 
Children will know how to 
write the Phase 2 
CEW/tricky words no, I, go. 
 
Children will know how to 
write initial sounds and 
some CVC words with 
known sound/letter 
correspondences. 
 
Children will re-read what 
they have written to check 
that it makes sense. 
 
Pathways to Write 
Outcome 
Year A - Label a plan and 
attempt to write a simple 
caption for The Three Little 
Pigs. 
 

Year B - Label a plan and 
attempt to write a simple 
caption for I’m Going to Eat 
this Ant. 

food, shelter, water and 
warmth to survive – Year 
A. 
 
Children will know that 
this time of year is 
autumn. They will observe 
seasonal features and 
changes in the weather – 
Year B. 
They will understand the 
effect of changing seasons 
on the natural world 
around them. 
 
Children will know and 
use vocabulary linked to 
their theme ‘Once Upon a 
Time’ - Year A or ‘If you 
go Down to the Woods 
Today’ - Year B including 
autumn, weather, seasons, 
trees, woods, pine cone, 
conker, pumpkin, 
evergreen, and animals. 
 
Children will explore the 
natural world around 
them. They will know how 
to use an Ipad to take 
photographs. 
 
Children will know the 5 
senses and use them to 
make observations. They 
will be able to describe 
what they see, hear and 
feel whilst outside. 
 
Children will be able to 
name and describe some 
familiar plants and 
animals during outdoor 
play and exploration. 
 
 
 

Children will study artists 
from the past and recreate 
their work using – Wassily 
Kandinsky – ‘Concentric 
Circles’ (1923) – Year A 
and Jackson Pollock – 
‘Number 17’ (1956) – Year 
B. 
 
 


