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	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Simple Connectives: 
and / who /
until  / but 

Say a sentence, write and read it back to check it makes sense. 

Compound sentences using connectives (coordinating conjunctions) 
and / but 

-‘ly’ openers 
Luckily / Unfortunately, 

Repetition in description e.g. 
a lean cat, a mean cat
	Types of sentences: 
Statements 
Questions 
Exclamations 

Simple Connectives: 
and  / or  / but   /so  / because  /so that  /then  / that / while  /when  /where 

Also as openers: 
While… 
When… 
Where… 

-‘ly’ openers 
Fortunately,…Unfortunately, Sadly,… 

Simple sentences 

Embellished simple sentences 
using adjectives 
The giant had an enormous beard. 

Compound sentences using connectives (coordinating conjunctions) 
and/or/ but/so 

Complex sentences: 
Use of ‘who’ (relative clause) 
Once upon a time there was a little old woman who lived in a forest. 
There are many children who like to eat ice cream. 

‘Run’ - Repetition for rhythm e.g.  He walked and he walked and he walked. 

Repetition for description 
e.g.  a lean cat, a mean cat 

	Types of sentences: 
Statements 
Questions 
Exclamations 
Commands 

-‘ly’ starters 
e.g. Usually, Eventually, Finally, Carefully, Slowly, … 

Vary openers to sentences 

Embellished simple sentences using: 
adjectives 

Adverbs e.g. Tom ran quickly down the hill. 

Secure use of compound sentences (Coordination) using connectives: 
and/ or / but / so 
(coordinating conjunctions) 

Complex sentences (Subordination) using: 
drop in a relative clause: 
who/which e.g. 
Sam, who was lost, sat down and cried. 

Additional subordinating conjunctions: 
what/while/when/where/ because/ then/so that/ if/to/until 
e.g. While the animals were munching breakfast, two visitors arrived 

Use long and short sentences: 
Long sentences to add description or information. Use short sentences for emphasis. 

Expanded noun phrases 
e.g. lots of people, plenty of food 

List of 3 for description 
e.g. He wore old shoes, a dark cloak and a red hat. 

	Vary long and short sentences: 
Long sentences to add description or information. 
Short sentences for emphasis and making key points 
 
Embellished simple sentences

Adverb starters to add detail e.g. 
Carefully, she crawled…

Adverbial phrases used as a ‘where’, ‘when’ or ‘how’ starter (fronted adverbials) 
A few days ago, we discovered a hidden box. 
At the back of the eye, is the retina. 

Compound sentences (Coordination) 
using connectives: 
and/ or / but / so / for /nor / yet 

Develop complex sentences 
(Subordination) with range of 
subordinating conjunctions 

-‘ing’ clauses as starters e.g. 
Sighing, the boy finished his homework. 

Drop in a relative clause using: who/whom/which/whose/ 
that e.g. 
The girl, whom I remember, 
had long black hair. 

Sentence of 3 for description e.g. The cottage was almost invisible, hiding under a thick layer of snow and glistening in the sunlight. 

Pattern of  3 for persuasion e.g. Visit, Swim, Enjoy! 

Topic sentences to introduce non-fiction paragraphs e.g. 
Dragons are found across the world. 

Dialogue –powerful speech verb 
e.g. “Hello,” she whispered.
	Standard English for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms 

Long and short sentences: 
Long sentences to enhance description or information 
Short sentences to move events on quickly 

Start with a simile 
e.g. As curved as a ball, the moon shone brightly in the night sky. 

Secure use of simple / embellished simple sentences 

Secure use of compound sentences (Coordination) using coordinating conjunction and / or / but / so / for / nor / yet 

Develop complex sentences: 
(Subordination) 
Main and subordinate clauses with range of 
subordinating conjunctions. 
 
-‘ed’ clauses as starters e.g. 
Frightened, Tom ran straight home to avoid being caught. 

Expanded -‘ing’ clauses as starters e.g. 
Grinning menacingly, he slipped the treasure into his rucksack. 

Drop in –‘ing’ clause e.g. 
Jane, laughing at the teacher, fell off her chair. 

Sentence of 3 for action e.g. 
Sam rushed down the road, jumped on the bus and sank into his seat. 

Repetition to persuade e.g. 
Find us to find the fun 

Dialogue - verb + adverb - “Hello,” she whispered, shyly. 

Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within a sentence to avoid ambiguity and repetition
	Relative clauses beginning with who, which, that, where, when, whose or an omitted relative pronoun. 

Secure use of simple / embellished simple sentences 

Secure use of compound sentences 

Develop complex sentences: 
(Subordination) 
Main and subordinate clauses with full range of conjunctions: 

Expanded –ed clauses as starters e.g. 
Terrified by the dragon, George fell to his knees. 

Elaboration of starters using adverbial phrases e.g. Beyond the dark gloom of the cave…

Drop in –‘ed’ clause e.g. 
The lesser known Bristol dragon, recognised by purple spots, is rarely seen. 

Sentence reshaping techniques 
e.g. lengthening or shortening sentence for meaning and /or effect 

Moving sentence chunks (how, when, where) around for different effects e.g. 
The siren echoed loudly ….through the lonely streets ….at midnight 

Use of rhetorical questions 
Stage directions in speech (speech + verb + action) e.g. “Stop!” he shouted, picking up the stick and running after the thief. 

Indicating degrees of possibility using modal verbs (e.g. might, should, will, must) or adverbs (perhaps, surely)
	Secure use of simple / embellished simple sentences 

Secure use of compound sentences 

Secure use of complex sentences: 
(Subordination) 

Main and subordinate clauses with full range of conjunctions: 

Active and passive verbs to create effect and to affect presentation of information e.g. 
Active: Tom accidently dropped the glass. 
Passive: The glass was accidently dropped by Tom. 

Developed use of rhetorical questions for persuasion 

Expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely (e.g. the boy that jumped over the fence is over there)
 
The difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures appropriate for formal speech and writing (such as the use of question tags, e.g. He’s your friend, isn’t he?, or the use of the subjunctive in some very formal writing and speech) as in If I were you.





