
Holden Clough Community Primary School’s Curriculum Newsletter Autumn 1 - 2025-26     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to another school year - we hope 

you’ve all had a nice summer break and have 

enjoyed the rest and recuperation!  

This half-term will be very busy and exciting with 

many things to look forward to.  

 
 

 
PSHE - My Happy Mind – Year 5 Autumn 1: 

Meet Your Brain 

Focus:This module introduces children to the foundational 

concepts of how their brain works and how they can 

support their mental wellbeing. It sets the stage for the rest 

of the My Happy Mind curriculum by building self-

awareness and emotional regulation skills.  

Neuroplasticity 

Team H-A-P 

Hippocampus  

Amygdala  

Prefrontal Cortex  

Working Together 

When Team H-A-P works in harmony, children can be at 

their best. 

Happy Breathing 

 
 

 

Mathematics  

We will begin our mathematics work this half 

term looking at place value. We will be 

working with numbers up to 1,000,000.  

The children will develop their understanding 

of Roman numerals, partitioning, powers of 

10 and rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 

100, 1,000, 10,000 and 100,000. 

We will be looking at visual representations 

of numbers using a range of formats. We will 

also be expecting children to explain 

methods, make connections and use reasoning 

to solve a range of problems.  

Every day will begin with our Tough Ten. 

During this time children will be practicing 

their arithmetic skills (four operations) and 

working with whole and decimal numbers. 

                
 

Art 

We will be looking at the work of 

Pablo Picasso this half term. 

Learning about cubism and his use 

of geometric shapes. We will be 

using oil pastels and sketching.  

The end product will be a self -

portrait in Picasso’s style 

                                    
 
Spanish 
 

During lessons this half term, the 

children will be focussing on 

hobbies and free time as well as 

general conversation. 
 

 

Geography ‘What is life like in the Alps?’ is the theme 

for our geography topic. We will be using maps at 

different scales to locate the Alps along with identifying 

the human and physical features of this Alpine region 

before comparing to our local area. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Computing 
This half-term, computing lessons 

will take place on a Monday 

Afternoon.  

Our topic will be Computing systems 

and networks - systems and 

searching. Class teachers will use 

the new Chromebooks to deliver 

this lesson.  
 

PE 
 

This half term the children will be 

having swimming. Please see the 

timetable on dojo for when these are 

happening.  

Both 5DL and 5WB will have PE on a 

Monday. 

We will be focussing on ‘Tag Rugby’ 

and muscular strengthening! Please 

ensure children wear their PE kit on 

this day. 

     

Upcoming dates for your diary 
Parent Meeting – Tuesday 10th September 3:30pm 

Robinwood-Monday 20th October – Wednesday 22nd 

October 

World Mental Health Day – Monday 7th October 

Harvest Festival – Monday 14th October 

School closes for half-term – Friday 25th October 

School opens – Monday 4th November 

Year 5 Class Assembly – 9:00am Tuesday 5th November  

 Parent’s Information 
If you want to support your child’s learning at home, 

here are a few ideas you might like to try: 

1. Complete weekly homework with our new HWK 

book (more information to follow during parent 

meeting). 

2. Listen, read and discuss home reading books with 

your child.   

3. Complete Spelling shed activities weekly ready for 

spelling test each Friday. 

4. Play times tables games and practice division as well 

as multiplication facts. TTRS is good for this! 

 

R.E 
In R.E we will be considering what it means to ba a Muslim in Britain today. This unit enables pupils 

to learn in depth from different religious and spiritual ways of life about being a follower of the 

Muslim religion. Pupils explore the five pillars of Islam and the importance of these to Muslim 

believers. Pupils will gain a greater understanding of Islam and what we can learn from its beliefs, 

values and ideas.  

English 
 

This half-term, we will be using a 

book called ‘The Man who Walked 

between the towers’ by Mordicai 

Gerstein.  

 

We will use this book to write 

emotive and descriptive poetry 

using figurative language, writing 

a short narrative and writing 

bios.  

 

At the end of the unit, we will 

decide as a class how we want to 

‘publish’ our work. This will allow 

the children to share their work 

with the wider world.  

 

During Guided Read lessons this 

term, both classes will be reading 

The Boy at the Back of the Class.  

Non-fiction texts, linked to our 

topics and class themes, will be 

shared during our ‘Non-Fiction 

Friday’ sessions. We will also take 

part in weekly Echo Read 

sessions. 

 

https://teachcomputing.org/curriculum/key-stage-2/computing-systems-and-networks-systems-and-searching
https://teachcomputing.org/curriculum/key-stage-2/computing-systems-and-networks-systems-and-searching
https://teachcomputing.org/curriculum/key-stage-2/computing-systems-and-networks-systems-and-searching


 

 

 



 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 


