             January 2026                                         
Year 4 Spring Term 2026
Dear Parents,
Welcome back, we hope you’ve had a lovely Christmas and wish you all a very happy new year! We are looking forward to a busy term and we hope to have some fun along the way!

English 
“Escape from Pompeii” by Christina Ballit will continue to be our focus text at the beginning of the Spring term. We hope to complete a range of writing pieces around this text, linked to our Roman theme. We then move onto “Gorilla” by Anthony Browne and “When the Giant Stirred” by Celia Godkin. Our aim is to use every opportunity to reinforce literacy skills in all areas of the curriculum, finding as many ‘real’ opportunities for writing in different styles as possible.  We will also recap and reinforce grammar, punctuation and spellings through discrete sessions and then apply to written work. Children will undertake assessments in all areas during the year. 

Our reading skills sessions will be based upon fictional and non-fiction texts, including “Dorling Kindersley- Volcanoes”, “A World Full of Animal Stories” and “Ariki and the Islands of Wonder”. During these sessions, we will be focussing on the importance of vocabulary comprehension, inference and summarising.
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Maths
Through daily Maths lessons, we aim to address all main topic areas following the White Rose Maths Hub structure with a focus on multiplication and division, length and perimeter and fractions. 

Throughout all aspects of Maths work, we encourage pupils to be able to interpret problems and explain their reasoning using the correct number operation. Therefore, any “real life” problems that are encountered in daily life, e.g. “How long before the news comes on?” or “How much change do you think I will be given?” is very good practise. 

Science 
During the first half term, the pupils will be learning about “States of Matter”; this will include learning about solids, liquids, gases and the changes that they make. During the second half term, the children will be learning about “Living Things and Habitats “.
 
French 
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This term, we will continue using the Practical Learning Network’s scheme for French. In the Spring term, we will be covering the topics ‘Alien faces and family”, and ‘Moving Our Bodies’.

History and Geography 
During the first half of the spring term, we will continue working on our Roman topic. We will then be moving on to Geography, where we will study volcanoes and finally move on to learning all about the Lake District in preparation for our residential trip in April.

PSHE
Growth Mindset will be taught and encouraged throughout all lessons. It’s essential that pupils believe in themselves and understand that having a positive and determined attitude will help them achieve even the most challenging skills and tasks. Year 4 will also be discussing their dreams and goals and also completing the unit healthy me. We will also complete My HappyMind sessions to help understanding of our emotions and self awareness. 


Computing 
Pupils will develop and utilise a number of computing skills to plan and create algorithms using Scratch software. They will then continue developing their programming skills further, using LOGO language on Turtle Academy.
Music                                                                        [image: See the source image]
Year 4 are fortunate in that they will receive weekly music lessons from the organisation ‘Music for Life’. During the Spring term, they will have the opportunity to learn a brass instrument. 
                                                                                
Art
Year 4 will give the children the opportunity to learn about watercolour techniques and create their own watercolour landscape.
                                                        
Homework 
Children will receive Maths and English homework once per week. Homework will be set on a Friday and is due in by the following Wednesday. Spellings are linked to our Spelling Programme and the year 3/4 common exception words. These will be put on Google Classroom on a Monday to be tested the following Monday.  

Reading 
Every child has a reading record/diary in which responses are to be recorded. Please also, discuss reading choices with your child and continue to listen to them reading aloud when possible; this enables them to read at a pace to allow spellings and grammatical structures to be absorbed more readily. Please refer to the reading page on our website for further support and information.

P.E. 
This term P.E. is timetabled twice per week. Year 4 Lime on a Tuesday and Friday, and Year 4 Hawthorn on a Tuesday and Thursday. 

Uniform 
Please make sure that all clothing is marked with your child’s name. I would ask parents to support us by ensuring that your son/daughter comes to school wearing the correct uniform and has the correct uniform for PE lessons (white t-shirt, dark shorts/tracksuit bottoms and a school jumper). Please ensure that if your child has their ears pierced that these are taken out on P.E. In addition, we do ask that if your child has long hair that they tie it back for school.

Educational Visits 
Our residential to Patterdale Hall, in the Lake District, is planned for 30th March- 1st April 2026 The information evening for parents will take place on Thursday 22nd January at 17:30.

Water Bottles 
It is very important that children keep hydrated; last term many children came to school without a water bottle. It would be much appreciated if you send your child in with a clearly labelled container/ bottle which we can use in school. It would also be appreciated if this bottle only contains water as sipping on juice throughout the day is known to have serious dental implications.

If you have any questions or queries, please don’t hesitate to use the class email addresses:
lime@huntington.cheshire.sch.uk
hawthorn@huntington.cheshire.sch.uk
[bookmark: _GoBack]Best Wishes, Mrs Nicholson, Mrs Osholaja and Mrs Bunning-Williams
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