	[image: https://www.sandbach-pri.cheshire.sch.uk/themes/sandbach/img/logo.png][image: https://www.sandbach-pri.cheshire.sch.uk/themes/sandbach/img/logo.png]Long Term Overview 
2026-2027
3–4-Year-Olds 

	Year:
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	History 
	Me and My Family
	Celebrations and Special Times
	Winter and Seasonal Changes
	Stories from the Past
	Journeys and Experiences
	Life Cycles and Growth

	Geography 
	My Nursery and Local Environment
	Autumn Walks and Community
	Polar Environments
	Jungle Habitats
	Transport and Our Local Area
	Minibeasts and Natural Habitats

	Science 
	Ourselves, Pets and Woodland Animals
	Seasonal Change and Materials
	Penguins and Winter Animals
	Jungle Animals and Habitats
	Growing Plants and Caterpillars
	Life Cycles, Minibeasts and Oceans

	PE
	Fundamental Movement Skills
	Balance, Travel and Ball Skills
	Animal Movements
	Dance and Movement Patterns
	Team Games and Outdoor Challenges
	Sports Day and Physical Challenges

	Art
	Self-Portraits and Autumn Art
	Printing with Natural Materials
	Colour Mixing and Winter Art
	Sculpture and Model Making
	Transport Art and Patterns
	Minibeast Art and Observational Drawing

	DT
	Exploring Materials and Joining
	Bread Making
	Creating Animal Homes
	Food Preparation
	Vehicle Construction
	Minibeast Habitats

	RE
	Me and My Family
	Celebrations (Diwali, Christmas)
	Special Stories and Festivals
	Caring for Others
	Friendship and Community
	Special Places and Belonging

	PSHE
	All About Me and Feelings
	Relationships and Belonging
	Managing Feelings
	Kindness and Friendships
	Safety and Healthy Choices
	Transition and Growing Up

	Music 
	Nursery Rhymes and Body Percussion
	Weather and Celebration Songs
	Winter Songs and Rhythm
	Jungle Songs and Movement
	Transport Songs and Percussion
	Life Cycle Songs and Performance

	Computing
	Technology Around Us
	Using Interactive Resources
	Simple Cause and Effect Technology
	Technology in Role Play
	Using Cameras and Recording
	Exploring and Creating with Technology

	Communication & Language
	Listening to stories, learning routines, developing vocabulary about self and family
	Following simple instructions, discussing weather and celebrations, joining in with rhymes
	Retelling stories, answering who/what questions, using winter and woodland vocabulary
	Talking about animals and habitats, developing conversations and role play
	Talking about journeys and experiences, sequencing events
	Retelling life cycles, answering why questions, using a wide range of vocabulary

	Literacy
	Phase 1 phonics, rhyme awareness, book handling, name recognition, early mark making
	Environmental sounds, alliteration, understanding print, name writing
	Oral blending, story retelling, recognising own name, purposeful mark making
	Developing phonological awareness, storytelling and emergent writing
	Identifying initial sounds, purposeful writing linked to journeys
	Writing name independently, matching sounds to letters, early writing with meaning

	Mathematics
	Colours, matching, sorting, number 1–2, subitising, repeating patterns
	Number 3–4, shape exploration, comparisons of size and quantity
	Number 5–6, counting, shape and space, height and length
	Capacity, mass, positional language and sequencing
	Composition of numbers, more and fewer, numbers to 5
	Numbers to 10, simple problem solving, 2D and 3D shapes, ordering and sequencing

	Safeguarding link 
	Keeping Safe in Nursery
	Safe Choices at Home and School
	Stranger Awareness
	Online and Device Awareness
	Road Safety and Travel Safety
	Water Safety and Transition Safety
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2–3-Year-Olds 

	
	Autumn 

	Spring 
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	History 
	All About Me – my family, routines, birthdays
	Winter experiences and special events
	Journeys and transport in my community
	Farm life and caring for animals

	Geography 
	My nursery, home and local woods
	Woodland and polar environments
	Local community and transport
	Farms and where animals live

	Science 
	My body, senses, pets, autumn changes
	Winter weather, hot and cold animals, materials
	Transport, movement and seasonal growth
	Farm animals, life cycles and living things

	PE
	Fundamental movement skills, climbing, balancing and ball skills
	Travelling in different ways, obstacle courses and animal movements
	Scooters, trikes, movement patterns and dance
	Team games, coordination and outdoor challenges

	Art
	Self-portraits, autumn art, colour exploration and mark making
	Animal art, printing and textured materials
	Transport-themed art and pattern making
	Farm animal models, painting and collage

	DT
	Exploring materials, joining and construction
	Making animal homes and feeding activities
	Wheels, vehicles and movement
	Farm models and simple structures

	RE
	Myself, my family and belonging
	Celebrations, friendships and caring for others
	My community and people who help us
	Caring for animals and living things

	PSHE
	Settling in, feelings, routines and relationships
	Managing feelings, sharing and turn taking
	Independence, confidence and resilience
	Friendships and belonging

	Music 
	Nursery rhymes, body percussion and action songs
	Animal songs, rhythm and movement
	Transport songs and movement to music
	Farm songs and musical storytelling

	Communication and language
	Listening to stories, joining rhymes and building vocabulary
	Asking and answering questions, storytelling and role play
	Describing journeys and experiences
	Talking about animals, farms and events

	Literacy 
	Sharing books, environmental sounds and early mark making
	Story recall, rhyme awareness and name recognition
	Recognising own name and purposeful mark making
	Retelling stories and giving meaning to marks

	Mathematics 
	Matching, sorting, colours, size and numbers 1–3
	Counting, shapes, positional language and comparisons
	Sequencing, number recognition and patterns
	Counting, comparing groups and solving simple problems

	Safeguarding link 
	Knowing trusted adults and nursery routines
	Keeping safe indoors and outdoors
	Road safety and community safety
	Transition, stranger awareness and personal safety
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