
Welcome to Year 3



Year 3

Class teachers

3B Miss Berry

3N Miss Neary

Specialist Teachers

PE Mrs Prior

Art Mrs Speedie

Music Miss Marsden

Cover teachers

Mrs Horton

Mrs Cottey



Learning Blocks

 Following success this year, learning will continue to be organised in fixed six-week blocks, ensuring 

that all areas of the curriculum are given the time they need for children to fully embed their learning. 

Block overviews and knowledge jigsaws will be shared with families at the beginning of each block. 

 Please remember that topics may now begin or end part-way through a half term rather than aligning 

with the half-term break.



 Lunch time is from 12:10 to 1:00.

 The children need a water bottle, lunch (unless having school dinner), reading book and 

spelling book every day. 

 Prescribed medicines to be taken to the office.

 For Block A, PE will be on Tuesday and Wednesday. Children should wear their PE kit to 

school on these days. 

 Please ensure you inform the class teacher/ office if your child is being collected by someone 

else. We are unable to release your child to another adult without this communication. 

Routines



You can communicate with your child’s class teacher through the class email 

accounts. These are not checked whilst teaching. Please allow 48 hours for a 

response.

For any urgent messages, please call or email the office. 

3b@ashdeneschool.net

3n@ashdeneschool.net

Communication



 Your child’s class teacher is your first port of call – please direct all enquires to 

them. If needed, they can then consult with other members of staff within 

school. 

 Communication policy is on the website.

 Ensure all communication is respectful.

Communication



Excellence: 

everyone, everywhere, every day



Our school values: RESPECT

Our core values of RESPECT underpin everything we do.

Please model respectful communications

- School events, sporting events, face to face conversations and emails



 We encourage open, respectful and effective communication between school and home. To 

help ensure your enquiry is directed appropriately and responded to efficiently, please refer 

to our Parent Communication Policy, available on the school website

 At Ashdene, we aim to create a happy, stimulating learning environment, and we value the 

partnership we have with our families in supporting each child's development and success.

 If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your child’s class 

teacher to arrange an appointment.

Respectful Communications



 Please ensure all communications are respectful, including at school events and sporting 
fixtures

 We ask that all parents and spectators model the same high standards of behaviour and 
respect that we expect from our pupils. This includes showing respect towards all children, 
staff, volunteers, officials, referees and event organisers. 

 Decisions made by school staff, officials or event organisers are final and should not be 
challenged or disputed by spectators during or after the event. 

 We expect all parents to support events in a positive and encouraging manner, helping to 
create an environment in which all children can participate confidently, enjoy their 
experiences and represent the school with pride. 

Respectful Communications



Subject: Absolutely unacceptable behaviour!!!

Dear [Teacher],

I am disgusted to hear what happened to my child today. I 
cannot believe you have allowed other children to treat my 
child in this way. It is totally unacceptable that [Child’s Name] 
was left upset because you clearly did nothing to stop this. I 
have heard everything from my child and it is obvious you 
have failed to protect them.

You need to sort out these children who are being mean and 
putting my child through this, and make sure this NEVER 
happens again. I want to know exactly what you are going 
to do about this immediately because I will not stand for my 
child being bullied and ignored.

I don’t see why my child should have to put up with this 
behaviour — clearly your staff are not dealing with things 
properly. I expect a reply today telling me what punishment 
these other children are getting.

Very unhappy,
[Parent Name]

Communication

Subject: Concern About Friendship Incident

Dear [Teacher],

I hope you are well. I am writing because [Child’s Name] came 

home today feeling quite upset about an incident with some other 

children. From what [he/she/they] told me, there seems to have 

been a disagreement, and [Child’s Name] was left feeling hurt.

I understand there are often different sides to these situations, 

and I would really appreciate it if you could help me understand 

what happened from the school’s perspective. I am keen to 

support [Child’s Name] in managing friendships and resolving 

any difficulties in a positive way.

Please could you let me know when would be a good time to 

discuss this further, or if you have any information you can share 

in the meantime?

Thank you so much for your help.

Kind regards,

[Parent Name]



Subject: Another week with no certificate —

outrageous

I cannot believe you haven’t given [Child’s Name] 

a certificate AGAIN. Clearly you have favourites 

and don’t care about children like mine. I’m sick of 

this unfair treatment. It’s disgraceful and I expect 

this to be sorted out immediately.

[Parent Name]

Communication

Subject: Question about reward certificates

Dear [Teacher],

I hope you are well. [Child’s Name] was a bit 

disappointed not to receive a certificate 

recently, and I wondered how the awards are 

decided each week.

I completely understand there are many 

children to consider, but I’d appreciate any 

feedback on how [Child’s Name] is doing and 

what [he/she/they] might focus on to work 

towards earning a certificate in the future.

Many thanks for your time and support.

Kind regards,

[Parent Name]



 We recognise that many children are using messaging services such as iMessage and 
WhatsApp outside of school. The decision to allow children access to these platforms rests with 
parents and carers, and we encourage families to consider carefully whether their child is ready 
to use them safely and responsibly.

 Parents should also be aware that WhatsApp has a minimum age requirement of 13 years 
old under its terms of service. While iMessage does not have a minimum age requirement, we 
encourage parents to supervise its use and ensure that children are using messaging services 
safely and appropriately

 At Ashdene, we place a strong emphasis on educating children about staying safe online. 
Through our weekly online safety lessons, alongside our wider computing and PSHE 
curriculum, pupils are taught how to use technology responsibly, how to keep themselves safe, 
how to report concerns and how to treat others with kindness and respect when communicating 
online.

Online messaging



 As these platforms are used outside of school, parents should not expect the school to 
investigate or resolve disputes that arise through private messaging, social media or group 
chats. Similarly, the school is not able to investigate or mediate incidents that occur outside of 
school, such as disagreements at parties, sleepovers, in local parks or other community 
settings.

 However, where issues that begin outside of school have a significant impact on a child's 
wellbeing, behaviour or ability to learn in school, or where online bullying or other behaviours 
affect pupils during the school day, we will take appropriate action to ensure that children feel 
safe and able to learn. This may include speaking with pupils, supporting relationships in 
school and, where appropriate, applying our Behaviour Policy where the conduct has an 
impact on the school community.

Online messaging



Celebrating our values

• Each Monday, we celebrate 

children who have shown the 

RESPECT values from each class.

• Each week we have a different 

RESPECT focus

• If your child has won an award, you 

will be invited in (in person or via 

teams) to celebrate with them 

during this assembly



Attendance 

• Regular and punctual attendance in school is essential 

• When a child misses school, this disrupts their learning

• If children are missing school due to unauthorised absences, the learning lost cannot be caught up

Children to enter through KS2 playground doors between 8:45 and 8:55am.

If children are late, they should enter through the school office, with an adult to sign them in. If 

our child arrives after 9am the will receive a late mark. If your child arrives after 9:20, this will 

be recorded as an unauthorised absence.

The afternoon register will be completed by 3:15pm. 

Children will be dismissed at 3:30pm from the KS2 hall doors.



Attendance

All children should be aiming to achieve a minimum of 97% attendance, apart from those with 

chronic health issues.

Excellent attendance at school is important to allow children to fulfil their potential!



Unauthorised absences!

Holidays during term time…



Attendance impacts attainment!

Beyond the academic realm, poor 

attendance also has detrimental effects on 

students' social and emotional development.

School is a place for interaction with peers, 

fostering social skills, teamwork, and an 

environment that provides emotional 

wellbeing support. 



Please note that the issuing of Penalty Notices is a 

statutory requirement set by the Government and 

the Local Authority. Schools are legally required to 

follow this guidance and do not have discretion 

over whether a Penalty Notice is issued when the 

criteria are met



Uniform

• Our school uniform is supplied by Express Uniform. The school uniform policy can be found on the 

school website along with a link to our online shop. High expectations of presentation for all pupils

• Children should come to school in their PE kit on allocated PE days. 

• Please see the uniform policy for details on what is the Ashdene PE kit: wearing own sports clothes 

is not acceptable. 

• The PE uniform is navy bottoms: mid-thigh length navy shorts or navy jogging bottoms. 

Cycling shorts and leggings are not permitted.

• If your child cannot meet uniform expectations (i.e. they have grown out of their school shoes) please inform your class 

teacher by email, including when this will be resolved

• If children are wearing incorrect uniform or P.E kit, parents will be contacted. Children can be sent home.

• If families are struggling with the purchase of uniform, please contact school. 



Swimming Lessons

 28th June – 9th July 2027

 Further details, including timetables and kit requirements, will be shared closer to the time.

 Swimming is an essential life skill and forms a statutory part of the Physical Education (PE) curriculum in primary 
schools. PE is a compulsory subject, and all pupils are required to receive two hours of PE instruction each week. As 
part of this entitlement, children are expected to participate in all aspects of the PE curriculum, including swimming 
lessons.

 For this reason, parents are not able to withdraw their child from swimming or any other PE lessons except in 
exceptional circumstances, such as an injury that prevents safe participation. If your child is unable to take part for 
medical reasons, please inform the school and provide any relevant medical information where appropriate.

 We appreciate that many children attend swimming lessons or participate in sports clubs outside of school. However, 
this does not exempt them from taking part in school swimming lessons or other PE activities. Just as children who 
play football, dance, gymnastics, or other sports outside of school continue to participate in these activities as part of 
our PE curriculum, children who swim outside of school are still expected to take part in school swimming lessons. 
School swimming lessons support not only the development of swimming ability but also water safety, confidence and 
resilience.



 Expectations of pupils are the same in all classes – this is known to the children 

and there are reminders around classrooms

 Celebration assembly for exceptional work and/or attitudes

Expectations, rewards and behaviour



Expectations, rewards and behaviour



 Merits awarded for demonstrations of the RESPECT values

 Merit shop at the end of each half term

 Consequences – known by the children

 Focus on reflection, restoration and resolution 

Expectations, rewards and 

behaviour



ZONES of regulation

 Zones of Regulation is an internationally 

renowned curriculum aimed to develop the 

children’s self-regulation and emotional 

control 

 From time to time, all of us (including adults!) 

find it hard to manage strong feelings such 

as worry, anger, restlessness and this stops 

us from getting on with our day effectively. 

 Using the 4 zones, we will teach and support 

the children to develop self-regulation 

strategies to help them cope with these 

feelings so they can get back to feeling calm 

and ready to learn



Curriculum

• Shared with parents at the start of each block to give you an 

overview of your child’s learning

• What is listed on the ‘knowledge jigsaws’ is the key learning 

for each step of a topic which we want children to know and 

remember

• Our curriculum is still challenging and lessons remain 

knowledge and discussion rich



Personal Development

Within the curriculum Specific to Year 3

• Weekly ‘Vote for schools’ and 

‘Picture News’ assemblies

• Pupil voice voting

• Music performance for families

• Weekly PSHE lessons

• No Outsiders lessons

• Opportunities for roles within 

Pupil Leadership teams

• Safety workshops

• Enrichment days

• Tatton Park - Stone Age visit

(HT1)

• Manchester Museum – Egypt 

exhibit (HT5)

• Swimming (HT6)



Online homework tasks are set each Friday

Homework

Maths English

MyMaths.com (weekly)

TT Rockstars

SPaG.com (fortnightly)

Practise spellings

Read for at least 20 minutes each day

• Online homework (Maths and SPaG) will be checked by teachers weekly

• Teachers will regularly check in with reading progress and set targets for completion of reading books

• Spelling test each Friday

• We expect parents to support us and ensure homework is completed. If children are not completing all their 

homework tasks, including spelling and reading, parents will be contacted.



 Logins remain the same each year. 

 All children will bring home their logins for these platforms in week 1.

Logins



How to help at home

How to help at home documents are available on class page of 

school website.

Repeated practice of fundamentals (i.e. x tables) helps secure  

depth of understanding.

Year 3 Expectations

• Children should know these times tables: 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 

and 10

• Read for 30 minutes each day (at least 20 at home)

• Spellings are practised regularly

• Homework is completed, with care and focus, on-time



 We want all children to be fluent readers and develop a love for reading.

 Fluency is reading with pace, expression, intonation and reading for meaning.

 Children have the opportunity to read every day in school.

 They should all have a reading book which they bring in each day and take home each evening. 

 All children are expected to read for at least 20 minutes at home, every day – shared and/or 

independently.

 All children in KS2 are able to borrow independent reading books from our extensive library.  

Please ensure books are returned promptly upon completion to keep the library well-stocked 

and are looked after. 

Reading



Reading

 Children are set a personal points target 

 Calculated by an algorithm which calculates points based 

on reading ability, length of the half term and reading for 

30mins each day

 Every child should reach their personal target each 

half term



 Children in Years 3 and 4 will take part in three reading fluency sessions each week.

 These sessions will use the Little Wandle Reading Fluency Programme, which complements the phonics programme already used in 

Key Stage 1. Little Wandle provides a structured and comprehensive approach to developing reading fluency, using carefully selected 

chapter books that are matched to each child's reading rate (words per minute).

 The programme supports the development of all aspects of reading, including:

- Accuracy

- Fluency

- Comprehension

- Reading stamina

- Confidence and enjoyment of reading

 Children will read a wide range of engaging, diverse and high-quality chapter books written by contemporary authors and illustrators.

Reading Fluency Groups



 We are introducing this programme to address the decline we are seeing in some children's reading rates and reading stamina, and to 

ensure all pupils become:

- Confident, independent readers

- Able to access and enjoy a wide range of literature

- Equipped with the reading skills needed for learning across the curriculum

 Children will be taught in mixed Year 3 and Year 4 groups, organised according to their current reading rate (words per minute) rather

than their year group.

 Pupils will be regularly assessed to monitor their progress.

 Reading groups will be reviewed frequently, allowing children to move through the programme as their fluency and reading skills 

improve.

 Staff will closely monitor progress to ensure every child receives the appropriate level of challenge and support to become a 

successful reader.

Reading Fluency Groups



Parent engagement
What Why When

Curriculum overviews and knowledge

jigsaws shared for each learning block

You know what your children are learning At the end of each learning 

block

Weekly school newsletter Information about events, important information, personal 

development of our pupils and photos of what each year group 

have been up to

Weekly 

Interim reports and books shared Sent home prior to parents' evenings so you are informed about 

your child’s academic progress

An opportunity to talk through learning with your child and 

celebrate the pride they have in their work

16th October

26th February 

Parents’ evenings An opportunity to discuss progress and personal development 21st-22nd October

3rd- 4th March

Parent lunches An opportunity to join your child’s year group for lunch and engage 

in discussion

Thursday 21st January 2027

Parent Open Sessions An opportunity to walk around school and see learning in action. 

Each session will have a different subject focus.

Throughout the year

Invitations to celebration assemblies An opportunity to celebrate with your child when they receive an 

award

Individual invites will be sent to 

families of weekly winners

Support with visits out To support the school with safeguarding and enjoy new 

experiences together

Throughout the year



 We have reviewed our programme of educational visits and trips in response to feedback 

from parents regarding the overall cost of school experiences and requests to reduce the 

number of activities for which we ask for voluntary financial contributions. We have also 

carefully planned the timing of visits throughout the academic year to help spread costs 

more evenly, making them more manageable for families yet maintaining those which enrich 

our children’s experiences and learning. 

 Key stage 2 will not be going to the Christmas pantomime this year. We have developed a 

rolling programme where every child will experience the Lowry, the REX and Stockport 

Plaza throughout their time at Ashdene.

Trips and visits



Year 3 Key Dates

Whole-school dates Year group specific dates

Parents’ evenings 21st -22nd October 2026

3rd- 4th March 2027

Trips and Visits Tatton Park – Stone Age visit
7th September 2026

Manchester Museum  - Egypt 
exhibition
TBC -May

Individual photos Monday 16th November 

2026

Christmas 

performance

Tuesday 15th December 

2026

Sports Day Friday 14th May 2027 Year 3 music 

performance

3B – 16th March 2027 9am
3N – 17th March 2027 9am

Parent lunch Thursday 21st January 2027

Swimming lessons 28th June – 9th July 2027


