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We are incredibly proud to share further fantastic news about Ashdene Primary

School’s recent performance in national Key Stage 2 data.

In the Department for Education’s Compare School Performance tables,

Ashdene has achieved exceptional results when measured against schools

across England. For the percentage of pupils meeting the expected standard in

reading, writing and maths, Ashdene is ranked 422 out of 21,087 primary schools

nationally. Even more impressively, for the percentage of pupils achieving the

higher standard in reading, writing and maths, Ashdene ranks 52 out of 21,087

schools — placing us in the top 0.2% nationally.

This data looks specifically at the proportion of children who meet key

benchmarks by the end of Year 6, as well as those who go beyond the expected

level and demonstrate deeper understanding and mastery. While this measure is

different from the Sunday Times league table we celebrated previously — which

focused on average scores across reading, maths and spelling, punctuation and

grammar — being recognised so strongly in both sets of measures highlights the

depth, consistency and quality of learning at Ashdene.

What is particularly striking in this latest data is just how high the percentage of

Ashdene pupils achieving the higher standard is. This reflects not only strong

teaching and learning, but also the ambition, confidence and resilience of our

pupils, many of whom are exceeding national expectations by a significant

margin.

Ashdene remains a place where children are supported to aim high and achieve

their very best.

https://www.knutsfordguardian.co.uk/news/25708130.top-performing-
primary-schools-knutsford-wilmslow/

Excellence: everyone, everywhere, every day. 

Celebrating Ashdene’s Outstanding National Success 



Excellence: everyone, everywhere, every day. 

The final week of school was filled with festive fun, including 

Christmas films, merit shop, a delicious Christmas dinner and even

a whole-school conga to celebrate the season!

Christmas Week



Pupil Leadership
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Mental Health Ambassadors

On the last day of term, Ashdene’s Mental Health Ambassadors brought festive

cheer to The Hawthorns Care Home. They shared Christmas cracker jokes, handed

out cards and decorated the home with colourful paper chains crafted with help

from the Playground Leader team. 

A real highlight was meeting England’s oldest man—soon to celebrate his 106th

birthday! A huge thank you to all the children who made a Christmas card for this

occasion; they were very gratefully received.



Mental Health Ambassadors
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The seven winners of the HT2 Kindness Award were presented with a coveted

gold badge in assembly this morning. 

Congratulations to Grace Doyle (RB), Reynold Monks (1S), Elle Bewley (2C),
Oscar Finch (3W), Haleh Bell (4C), Elias Zetterqvist (5AC) and Lucy Jones (6R)
for demonstrating exceptional kindness and making Ashdene a wonderful place

to learn.

Yet again, we had well over 100 nominations, so it was a difficult task to choose

the winners. A huge thank you to the Mental Health Ambassadors for helping to

compile a shortlist.

It’s wonderful to see how the award inspires children to practise kindness and

recognise it in others.



The National Year of Reading 2026 is a campaign to address the steep decline in

reading amongst children, young people and adults. It is a Department for

Education initiative, in collaboration with the National Literacy Trust aimed at

encouraging a passion for reading in both children and adults.

We are excited to be part of this campaign, and throughout the year we will be:

· Implementing new reading initiatives

· Partaking in National Year of Reading events including live webinars and

competitions

· Continuing to put reading at the heart of our curriculum and promoting a love

of reading in children and adults

If you wish to find out more about this campaign and how you can get involved

at home, please visit the following websites:

National Year of Reading 2026 | National Literacy Trust

National Year of Reading 2026 | Go All In

Our fantastic Reading Ambassador pupil team will be meeting this week to plan

out the months ahead. Keep an eye on this newsletter to see what they get up to!

In the meantime, take note of these key upcoming dates:

· National Storytelling Week – 2nd-6th February 2026

· World Book Day - Thursday 5th March 2026

· Scholastic Book Fair in School – Friday 20th, Monday 23rd and Wednesday 25th

March

Reading  Ambassadors

Excellence: everyone, everywhere, every day. 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-year-of-reading-2026/
https://goallin.org.uk/
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Sport

Active Ambassadors

Well done to 5AC for being the KS2 Active Classes of the Week with 72 extra

active minutes.

Finance Team

A huge thank you to all the parents who purchased artwork at Christmas. 

£1 from each purchase contributed to raising £159 for Ashdene.  Well done

Finance Team!



Attend.  Achieve. Succeed.
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Well done 1S, 3W and 4EM on their 

impressive attendance last week!
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Reception

Year 1

Year 2
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Reading Leaderboard

Primary School Admissions
The primary school admissions deadline for the academic year is 15th January
2026. 

Parents must apply online through the Cheshire East website to secure their
child's place at primary school for September 2026. 

If the deadline is missed, late applications may not be considered until all other
applications are processed, potentially limiting the number of available places.

Parents will find out about their child's place on 16  April 2026 . th



We would like to remind you of our school’s 48-hour sickness rule. Any child who

has been sick must remain at home for 48 hours after the last episode of

vomiting or diarrhoea before returning to school.

Please do not send children into school if you know they have been sick.

Please be aware that children will be sent home and parents/carers will be

contacted to collect them if they are sick in school, even if the sickness is believed

to be caused by reflux. Unfortunately, staff are unable to determine whether

sickness is reflux-related or due to illness.

Only children who have formal medical documentation confirming 

reflux will be exempt from this rule.

Sickness Reminder

Parents/carers are responsible for ensuring that the school is kept fully-informed

of any changes to their contact details, including home address, email address,

and telephone numbers. 

Where parents/carers live separately, each parent must notify the school directly

of any updates. 

The school cannot be held responsible for communication issues arising from

outdated or incorrect contact information that has not been provided by the

parent/carer.
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Contact Changes



If you would like to attend the Year 2 parent lunch on Thursday 5th February at

11.30am, please complete the booking form using the link below.

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/xGP9jLATuP

(Please note this is an invite for parents to experience the new school meal

provision; there is no charge).

The deadline for booking a place (1 parent per pupil) is Wednesday 21  January
2026   4pm - no orders can be accepted after this date.

st

As detailed seating plans are arranged in advance, please do not attend
without a booking ,even if you're not dining.

Excellence: everyone, everywhere, every day. 

Year 2 Parent Lunch

Can we remind parents of the importance of clearly labelling all uniform items

with your child’s full name. This greatly increases the chances of misplaced items

being returned promptly. 

Lost property is available for viewing outside the KS1 and KS2 playground doors.

Please check these areas regularly if your child has misplaced any belongings.

Labelling Uniform

(KS1 Playground Door) (KS2 Playground Door)
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We know that navigating the online world with your child can feel overwhelming

at times. To help, the Children’s Commissioner has published a brand-new guide

designed specifically for parents and carers.

What is the guide about?

The guide aims to demystify some of the challenges around managing children’s

digital lives. It provides practical advice on how to set healthy boundaries and

start conversations about online safety and wellbeing. Importantly, it encourages

parents to make these discussions regular and ongoing, rather than a one-off

chat.

Why is it useful?

Helps you talk to your child about tricky topics like screen time, social media, and

online risks.

Offers tips for creating a balanced approach to technology at home.

Includes ideas for building trust and keeping communication open.

Where can you find it?

You can read the full guide and access supporting resources here:

Main guide: What I Wish My Parents or Carers Knew- 'What I wish my parents or

carers knew…': 

A guide for parents and carers on managing children’s digital lives | Children's

Commissioner for England

Download the Guide (PDF): Parent Guide- cc-what-i-wish-parent-guide.pdf

Activity Pack: Activity Pack PDF- cc-what-i-wish-activity-pack.pdf

We encourage all parents to take a look and use these resources

to support positive, safe digital experiences for your child.

 Supporting Children’s Digital Lives



Monday 5  January - School reopens HT3th

Thursday 22nd January - Year 3 Parent Lunch 11.30am

Thursday 5  February - Year 2 Parent Lunch 11.30amth

Friday 13  February - School closed for Half Termth

Monday 23  February - School reopens HT4rd

Wednesday 4  March - Parents’ Evening onlineth

Thursday 5  March - Parents’ Evening onlineth

Friday 13  March - Parent Open Sessionth

Tuesday 17  March - 3B Music Concert 9amth

Thursday 19  March - 4C Music Concert 9amth

Thursday 19  March - Year 1 Parent Lunch 11.30amth

Tuesday 24th March - 3W Music Concert 9am

Thursday 26  March - 4EM Music Concert 9amth

Friday 27  March - School Closes Easter Holidaysth

Picture News

Key Dates
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Community News
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HolidayZone
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Ashdene Primary School,

Thoresway Road, 

Wilmslow, 

Cheshire

SK9 6LJ

Tel: 01625 917 335

Email: admin@ashdene.cheshire.sch.uk
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